
MINUTES 
JOINT MEETING  OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

AND THE 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

 
Monday, March 28, 2005 

6:30 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, Lompoc City Hall 

 
 
Planning Commissioners Present: Jack Rodenhi, Ralph Harman,  Ann Ruhge, Ron Fink, 

Judith Grames-Lyra 
 
Parks and Recreation Commissioners Present: Patti Coggin, Martie Lacey, Daniel 

Hovater, and Stan Fujioka 
 
Parks and Recreation Commissioners Absent:  John Mata   
 
Staff Present:    Arleen Pelster, Community Development Director 
       Lucille Breese, City Planner 
      Stacy Lawson, Senior Environmental Coordinator 
      Matthew Granger, Assistant City Attorney 
      Cindy McCall, Parks and Urban Forestry Manager 
      Dan McCaffrey, Recreation Supervisor 
      Angela Wynne, Staff Assistant 
 
The Joint Meeting of the Planning Commission and the Parks and Recreation Commission was 
called to order by Planning Commissioner Rodenhi at 6:30 p.m. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: None 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to discuss the proposed Riverbend Park and Trail 
Master Plan and associated General Plan Amendment (GP), Zone Change (ZC) and 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  The Master Plan area includes Assessor Parcel 
Numbers: 093-051-01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 07, 08, 09, 19, and 20; 097-270-29 and 44; 
087-011-34, 61, 62; 087-306-05, 06; 099-141-26; and 27.  The Planning Commission 
and Parks and Recreation Commission will discuss the proposed Master Plan, GPA, 
ZC, and EIR and take public testimony.  No action will be taken regarding the Master 
Plan or the associated General Plan Amendment, Zone Change or Environmental 
Impact Report at this workshop. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1: 
 
Consideration of the Riverbend Park and Trail Master Plan, Planning Division File No.s (GP 04-06, 
ZC 04-08, DR 04-34) and Environmental Impact Report File No. (EIR 04-02). 
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The Riverbend Park and Trail Master Plan addresses: 

1) the future development of Riverbend Park; and 
2) the development of a Bike Trail on the west bank of the Santa Ynez River; and 
3) the proposed General Plan Amendment to Community Facility; and 
4) the proposed Zone Change to Public Facilities 

 
The Riverbend Park and Trail Master Plan Environmental Impact Report addresses: 

1) the environmental impacts of the proposed development of Riverbend park; and 
2) the environmental impacts of the proposed Bike Trail; and 
3) the environmental impacts of the proposed General Plan Amendment; and 
4) the environmental impacts of the proposed Zone Change. 

 
Copies of the Master Plan and Final EIR are available for review at the City Library, 501 
East North Avenue, Lompoc and the Planning Division counter in City Hall, 100 Civic 
Center Drive, Lompoc, and on the City website at www.ci.lompoc.ca.us 
 
Senior Environmental Coordinator Stacy Lawson presented the staff report.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

Larry Werner, resident – stated that he has many concerns and questions regarding the 
project including a gravel parking lot accommodating 500 vehicles and storm water run-
off issues for City projects versus private development.  He noted that Lompoc streets are 
in terrible conditions (potholes, erosion) and questions the ability of the City to maintain a 
new park.  Mr. Werner also commented on potential impact to police and fire services. 

 
Kirk Landthaler, resident – stated that he believed not all of the questions raised in the 
public hearing on the EIR were adequately addressed in the Response To Comments 
(Volume III of the EIR). Mr. Landthaler commented on the lack of equestrian trails, cost 
effectiveness of the proposal, ambulance response times, crime prevention, alternative 
recreation uses, and security.  He suggested the need for a community survey. 

 
Chrystalyn Naccarato, resident - expressed concern with increased crime and trash.  She 
stated that the project doesn’t meet the recreational needs of the community and 
suggested a needs assessment be performed.  Ms. Naccarato stated opposition to a 
cable-post fencing (unnatural appearance) and the bike path and believes the project will 
be a financial drain on the City. 

 
Fred Hayes, resident – stated that he supports the project and expressed concern with 
existing local playing field’s poor condition (gopher holes) and suggested a maintenance 
plan be initiated in the beginning stage of the project to ensure that the new playing 
fields will be maintained.  Mr. Hayes discussed the possibility of having additional lighting 
within the floodway, citing the existing street lights on McLaughlin Road and commented 
the City does not need additional tennis courts. 

 
 



Joint Meeting of the Planning Commission and the Parks & Recreation Commission                                                                 
March 28, 2005 
Page 3 
 

 
Terry Hammons, resident – expressed concern with the City’s poorly maintained (gopher 
holes) areas, how citations for illegal activity will be issued and arrests made in the area, 
and inquired if federal funding is being utilized for this project. 

 
Commissioner Hovater indicated that this project is not a ‘fix-all’ and that playing fields are 
desperately needed for youth sports at this time.  He stated that a BMX park could be easily 
accomplished with minimal cost at a later date.  Commissioner Rodenhi inquired as to the 
statistics of Lompoc’s park space relative to the State’s norm.  Ms. McCall noted that the ratio of 
Lompoc’s parks-to-population is above the State norm for comparable cities. 
 
Commissioner Fink noted the recurring theme of maintenance of current park areas and inquired 
if the Parks and Recreation Commission is prepared to manage and maintain additional parks.  
Commissioner Ruhge inquired as to the timeline for the trail and whether other types of uses 
were considered in the Master Plan Development.  Commissioner Lacey stated that the Park and 
Recreation Commission has been developing this project for years, noted that the bike trail has 
the least amount of impact to the area, and stated that the environmental impacts of other uses 
considered were prohibitive.  Commissioner Fujioka stated that a grant package funded the 
project and the Master Plan was developed accordingly. 
 
Commissioner Coggin stated that the current fields are being overused, are not able to ‘rest’, 
resulting in their current poor condition.  Commissioner Grames-Lyra inquired if multiple uses for 
the fields would be detrimental.  Commissioner Lacey indicated that sport events are seasonal 
and will not conflict.   Commissioner Harman inquired as to the authority of the park rangers.  
Ms. McCall described the current staffing of park rangers, indicated park rangers do not have 
pursuit capabilities, rely on the police department for back-up, and as peace officers do not 
possess the same degree of citation ability as police officers. 
 
Commissioner Grames-Lyra commented on the relocation of PG&E electrical lines.  Ms. Lawson 
stated that the poles in their current position would render the South Park fields unusable and 
stated that staff will work with PG&E to relocate the poles.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Workshop adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  The Parks and Recreation Commission adjourned to their 
Regular Meeting on March 28, 2005.  The Planning Commission adjourned to its Regular Meeting 
on March 28, 2005 following the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting.   
 

 
______________________  ________________________ 
Arleen T. Pelster, AICP            Jack Rodenhi 
Secretary              Chair    
                                         
G: Minutes\2005\ Joint Meeting (P&R C) of 3-28-05 
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