
 

  

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE LOMPOC PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 12, 2005 
 
 

ROLL CALL:  Commissioner Ron Fink 
   Commissioner Judith Grames-Lyra 
   Commissioner Ralph Harman 
   Commissioner Jack Rodenhi 
   Commissioner Ann Ruhge 
 
ABSENT:  none. 
 
STAFF:  Community Development Director Arleen Pelster 

City Planner Lucille Breese 
Assistant City Attorney Matt Granger 
Assistant Planner Keith Neubert 
Planning Technician Laurie Tyler 

   Staff Assistant Angela Wynne 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Harman  and seconded by Commissioner Fink to approve the 
Minutes of the August 8, 2005.  The motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
None.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
(All items listed under Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion in the 
form listed below. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless good cause is shown prior to the 
time the Commission votes on the motion to adopt.) 
 

1. LOM 528 – VESTING TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP TIME EXTENSION 

A request for an extension of time submitted by Kerry Moriarty, the property owner, 
or Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map LOM 528 to subdivide an existing 41,650 
square-foot parcel of land into 16 parcels.  The project is located at 115 South Third 
Street (Assessor Parcel Number: 85-150-47).  The time extension request is 
Categorically Exempt pursuant to the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Fink and seconded by Commissioner Ruhge that the Planning 
Commission approve the Consent Calendar.  The motion passed on a roll call vote of 5-0.   
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PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
 
1. DR 05-21 - DEVELOPMENT REVIEW – Continued from August 8, 2005 
 

A request by Maurice Refoua, the property owner, for Planning Commission review 
and consideration of a Sign Program.  The proposed Sign Program consists of on 
building signage and one (1) monument sign.  The project is located at 1009 North H 
Street (Assessor Parcel Number:  89-011-36).  This action is categorically exempt 
from provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 
Planning Technician Laurie Tyler summarized the written staff report and stated that staff 
had met with representatives from the shopping center per direction of the Planning 
Commission.  Ms. Tyler noted the correction to the name of the center from Palm Court to 
Palm Square and indicated that staff will be make appropriate changes in the document. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPEN 
 
Public Hearing open at 6:34 p.m. 
Public Hearing closed at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Homayen Moaven, property owner – noted that he had met with staff and provided 
photographs to the Commission, indicated that the square footage of future signage and the 
height of the letters were to the two issues to be resolved.  Mr. Moaven discussed details of 
the Sears sign compared to other signs within the community, and requested that the 
proposed sign program be approved. 
 
John Linn, consultant to property owner – indicated that staff proposed signage is too small 
to view from the street; requested that item B7 be deleted from the Conditions of Approval; 
secondary signage be allowed; and six foot high signs be allowed on the building. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
Commissioner Harman discussed Mr. Linns’ comments and indicated that a 4-foot standard 
had been established and should be adhered to.  Commissioner Fink inquired about criteria 
used to approve the Home Depot signage and Lucille Breese responded.  Commissioner 
Ruhge inquired if the new sign ordinance will vary from the current sign ordinance.  Ms. 
Breese indicated that the existing ordinance will be reformatted but the current standards 
would remain.  Commissioner Rodenhi stated he would support a compromise, that the issue 
of signage is subjective.  The Commission discussed possible revisions for the new sign 
ordinance. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Fink and seconded by Commissioner Grames-Lyra that the 
Planning Commission adopt Resolution No. 430 (05) approving the Sign Program for the 
Palm Square Shopping Center based upon the findings of fact listed in the Resolution and 
subject to the attached Conditions of Approval.  The motion passed on a roll call vote of 4-1 
with Commissioner Ruhge voting no. 
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2. LOM 550 – VESTING TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP 
 

A request submitted by Don Barber of Barber Builders Inc., for Planning Commission 
consideration of a Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map.  The map would subdivide an 
existing approximately 3.31 acre parcel into 8 residential parcels and common area.  
The site is located at the southeast corner of North Avenue and V Street  (Assessor 
Parcel Number: 89-040-28).  A Negative Declaration has been prepared pursuant to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 

Assistant Planner Keith Neubert summarized the written staff report. 

 

Commissioner Fink inquired about the location of the open space and Mr. Neubert indicated 
this area was to the west of the project, identified as the Miguelito Channel.  Commissioner 
Rodenhi inquired if the private street, owned by the Homeowner’s Association, would look 
different than a City street.  Mr. Neubert noted that the development plan would return to 
the Planning Commission for review at a later date and design details would be provided at 
that time.  Commissioner Grames-Lyra inquired if this would be a gated community and Mr. 
Neubert responded no. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Public Hearing opened at 7:06 p.m. 
Public Hearing closed at 7:09 p.m. 
 
Jim Dixon, project engineer – indicated that the first step for the project was to request 
approval of the map.  The design of the project will return to the Commission for review of 
the development plan details at a later date. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
Commissioner Harman noted that this was an attractive in-fill project. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Harman and seconded by Commissioner Grames-Lyra that 
the Planning Commission certify the Negative Declaration and adopt Resolution No. 434 (05) 
approving LOM 550, a Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map, based upon the Findings of Fact in 
the Resolution and subject to the attached draft Conditions of Approval.  The motion passed 
on a voice vote of 5-0. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
None.   
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
None.   
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
None.  
 
DIRECTOR/STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Community Development Director Arleen Pelster advised that Commission that the Historic 
Resources Survey would be presented to the City Council on September 20, 2005.  Ms. 
Breese advised the Commission that the Fargadala site had been cleared of the abandoned 
equipment.   
 
COMMISSION REQUESTS: 
 
Commissioner Fink requested that the concept of proportional signage be given 
consideration during the review of the sign ordinance. 
 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE:  11 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Rodenhi and seconded by Commissioner Fink, the Planning 
Commission adjourned to the Regular Meeting scheduled for October 10, 2005.  The motion 
passed on a voice vote of 5-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
______________________  ________________________ 
Arleen T. Pelster, AICP            Jack Rodenhi 
Secretary              Chair  
G: Minutes\2005\9-12-05 


