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MEETING 

DATE:      MAY 12, 2004                     
 
TO:   MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
FROM:  LUCILLE T. BREESE, AICP, CITY PLANNER  
 
RE:            CUP 97-01 – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
                                           
 
  

 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1   
 
A request was submitted by James W. Smith, representing the Word of Grace Christian 
Centre, for Planning Commission consideration of a Conditional Use Permit for the 
expansion of the Word of Grace Christian Centre.  The church is currently located at 1012 
North H Street in suites B, E, and F.  The proposal includes relocating the sanctuary from 
suite B to 1010 North H Street; suite B will be retained for church offices.  No changes are 
proposed for the fellowship areas in suites E and F. The site is zoned Planned Commercial 
Development (PCD) (Assessor Parcel Number: 87-011-13).  A Mitigated Negative 
Declaration has been prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
March 24, 1997 –            Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. 97-06 allowing 

the Gloryland Faith Centre to occupy the facility at 1012 North 
H Street.         

 
June 12, 2000 –               Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. 146 (00) 

renewing the Conditional Use Permit to March 30, 2003 for the 
Gloryland Faith Centre. 

 
April 14, 2003 --  Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. 264 (03) 

renewing the Conditional Use Permit to March 30, 2006 for the 
Word of Grace Christian Centre. 

  
ANALYSIS: 
 
The property is located within a PCD Zone and as noted in Section 8002 of the City Zoning 
Ordinance and Church use is allowed within existing buildings with the following standard 
conditions: 
 

! Proposed Church uses or activities shall not restrict the operation of any adjacent 
commercial use; 
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! The Planning Commission shall review for renewal all Conditional Use Permits for 
churches in the C-2 and P-C-D zones after a period of three years.  

 
! The proposed church use shall be limited to existing buildings within the C-2 and   

PCD zones. 
 
The applicant is requesting an expansion of the church facility by moving the sanctuary to a 
downstairs location in the same shopping center. Building plans will be submitted to the 
City Building Division for the proposed tenant improvements, no exterior changes are 
proposed.  Signage will require a separate permit from the City Planning Division.  The 
change of use, from retail to assembly, will be reviewed by the Building Division and Fire 
Department to assure conformance with all appropriate health and safety regulations. 
 
The existing second story facility (suites B, E, F) will be utilized for fellowship and offices, 
only the sanctuary will move to the new location.  The proposed hours will remain the 
same.  The building is utilized by the church on Sunday from 10: 30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on 
Wednesday from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  These hours are generally not heavy retail hours 
and there has been no conflict with the existing retail uses within the existing shopping 
center.  The parking in the center appears to be adequate to handle this use as a 
consolidated use as allowed by Zoning Ordinance Section  8856, with no additional parking 
requirement.  It is recommended that the expiration date for CUP 97-01 be extended to 
March 30, 2007 to allow the church a full three years before having to re-apply for review of 
the CUP. 
 
Staff Review: 
 
Development Review Board meeting was not held for this request as it is an existing use 
and no external changes are proposed. The Building/Fire Department and Engineering 
Division were contacted regarding the extension of this permit.   
 
The Building/Fire Department requires submittal of tenant improvement plans to assure 
conformance with existing Building Codes for the Change of Use. No other City Department 
had any comment. 
 
CUP Renewal: 
 
Ordinance No. 1421 (96) was adopted by the City Council in August of 1996 to allow 
churches in the C-2 and PCD zones subject to obtaining a CUP. The CUP is valid for a 
three (3) year period and then must be reviewed by the Planning Commission. The 
Commission had reviewed the CUP in April of 2003 and extended the CUP to March 30, 
2006.  To allow the Church to maximize time allowance of the CUP, a Condition of 
Approval is included which requires Planning Commission review of CUP 97-01 on or 
before March 30, 2007 (COA P2).   
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Noticing: 
 
Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Lompoc Record on April 15, 2004 and all 
property owners of record within 300 feet of the subject site were notified by U.S. Mail on 
April 30, 2004. 
 
Environmental Determination: 
 
An Initial Study was prepared as required by the City of Lompoc Environmental Guidelines 
for all Conditional Use Permit applications.  A Negative Declaration has been prepared for 
the project.  The Initial Study and Negative Declaration are attached for Commission 
review.  A Notice of Determination will be filed with the Santa Barbara County Clerk of the 
Board following the Commission action. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt the attached Resolution 344 (04) 
approving CUP 97-01 for an expansion the Word of Grace Christian Centre based on the 
Findings of Fact noted in the Resolution and subject to the attached Conditions of Approval. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Draft Resolution No. 344 (04) and Conditions of Approval 
2. Site Plan 
 
G:\Staff reports-PC\cup\CUP97-01.SR2004.doc 



   
 

 Attachment No. 1  
  
 RESOLUTION NO. 344 (04) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
LOMPOC APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP 97-01) TO 
ALLOW THE WORD OF GRACE CHRISTIAN CENTRE TO EXPAND 
THE  EXISTING OPERATION AT 1012 NORTH H STREET 

 
WHEREAS, a request was submitted by James W. Smith, representing the Word of 
Grace Christian Centre, for Planning Commission consideration of a expansion of the 
Word fo Grace Christian Centre.  The church is currently located at 1012 North H Street 
in suites B, E, and F.  The expansion is proposed at 1010 North H Street in the same 
shopping center.  The expansion will allow on-going church operation at 1012 and 1010 
North H Street as reviewed and approved by the Commission under Conditional Use 
Permit CUP 97-01, (Assessor Parcel Number: 87-011-13); and 
 
WHEREAS, the matter was considered by the Planning Commission at a duly-noticed 
public meeting on May 12, 2004; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the meeting of May 12, 2004, ----- spoke in favor of, or in opposition                      
to, the proposal; and 
 
WHEREAS, an Initial Environmental Study was prepared and a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration was adopted by the Commission pursuant to the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC 
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1: After hearing testimony, considering the evidence presented, and due 

deliberation of the matters presented, the Planning Commission finds that 
the proposed church operation, as conditioned, meets the requirements of 
the Lompoc City Code and is consistent with the applicable policies and 
development standards, therefore it can be found that: 

 
A. The proposed use, as conditioned, is consistent with the applicable 

policies and development standards set forth in Lompoc City Code 
Section 8002. 

 
B. The site for the proposed use is adequate in size and topography to 

accommodate said use, and all yards, spaces, walls and fences, 
parking, loading, and landscaping are adequate to properly adjust 
such use with the land and uses in the vicinity. 

 
C. The conditions stated in the decision are deemed necessary to 

protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 
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D. The site of the proposed church operation relates to streets and 

highways adequate in width and pavement to carry the quantity and 
kind of traffic generated by the proposed use. 

 
E. The proposed church operation will have no adverse effect upon 

the abutting and surrounding property from the permitted use 
thereof. 

 
SECTION 2: Based upon the foregoing, the Word of Grace Christian Centre is allowed 

to expand the existing operation under CUP 97-01 as proposed on May 
12, 2004, subject to the conditions attached as Exhibit A which are 
incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. 

 
The foregoing resolution, on motion by Commissioner ___, seconded by Commissioner                     
___, was adopted at the regular Planning Commission meeting of May 12, 2004 by the 
following vote: 
 
 

AYES:    
 

NOES:   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                           
___________________________                              
Arleen T. Pelster, AICP, Secretary         Jack Rodenhi, Chair  
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment: Exhibit A - Conditions of Approval 
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  EXHIBIT A 
 
 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - CUP 97-01 
 WORD OF GRACE CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
 1010/ 1012 NORTH H STREET 
 
These conditions of approval apply to the Conditional Use Permit expansion application reviewed by the 
Planning Commission on May 12, 2004. 
 
I. PLANNING 
 

Planning - General Conditions 
 

P1. All applicable provisions of the Lompoc City Code are made a part of these conditions of 
approval, as if fully contained herein. 

 
P2. This Conditional Use Permit (CUP 97-01) shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission for 

renewal on or before March 30, 2007 
 

P3. Applicant shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the City of Lompoc and its agents, 
officers, and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding brought within statutory time 
periods against the City and/or its agents, officers, and employees to attack, set aside, void, 
or annul any approval by the City Concerning the project. The City shall promptly notify the 
applicant of any claim, action, or proceeding, and the City shall cooperate fully in the 
defense. 

 
P4. All of the conditions shall be consented to in writing by the applicant. 

 
P5. This Conditional Use Permit may be reviewed and reconsidered by the Planning 

Commission at any time for the purpose of imposing new conditions to mitigate a nuisance 
or to revoke the permit to abate a nuisance. 

 
P6. The resolution granting the renewal, together with all consent forms and a description of the 

property shall be recorded by the Recorder of the County of Santa Barbara. 
 

P7. The conditions hereby imposed are in addition to the conditions imposed by Planning 
Commission Resolution 97-06 adopted March 24, 1997; Planning Commission Resolution  
146 (00) adopted June 12, 2000, and Planning Commission Resolution No. 264 (03) 
adopted April 14, 2003.  In the case of any conflicts, the conditions listed herein shall 
prevail. 

 
P8. The use shall not be conducted in a manner which will result in adverse impacts upon 

neighboring properties. 
 
II. BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY 
 

Building - General Conditions 
 

B1. Project shall comply with the most recent adopted City and State building codes. 
 

a. The Building Code requires that no change of occupancy shall be made in the character of 
occupancies or use of any building unless such building is made to comply with the most recent 
edition of the Building/Fire Codes. 

 
B2. Plans may be required to be submitted by a California licensed architect and/or engineer. 
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B3. Approved fire-resistive assemblies shall be provided for occupancy and/or exterior wall protection. 
Parapets may be required in accordance with the UBC and UFC. (When applicable) 

 
B4. The Title Sheet of the plans shall include: 

    a. Occupancy group 
    b. Description of use 
    c. Type of construction 
    d. Height of the building 
    E. Floor area of building(s) 
 

B5. California disabled access regulations shall be incorporated within the plans. 
 

B6. Stairs, decks, platforms shall meet the strict guidelines in the most recent adopted Building Code. 
 

B7. Buildings shall comply with the State’s Energy Regulations. 
 

III. FIRE 
 
 Fire - Access Conditions 
 

F1. Approved key boxes are required on all new buildings.  
 

F2. Fire Department access shall comply with UFC Appendix 3-D and UFC Chapter 9. 
 
 Fire - Equipment and Protection System Conditions 
 

F3. All fire extinguishers required to have an ‘A’ rating shall have a minimum rating of 2A10BC. Location, 
number and types shall be in accordance to UFC Standard 10-1. 

 
  
 
I, James W. Smith representing Word of Grace Christian Centre, as project applicant do hereby declare 
under penalty of perjury that I accept all conditions imposed by the Planning Commission in their approval 
of the expanded use for Conditional Use Permit 97-01.  As project applicant, I agree to comply with these 
conditions and all other applicable laws and regulations at all times. 
 
 
 

__________________________________      _________________________ 
Name      Date 
































