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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
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May 17, 2022
City of Santa Maria
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Re: Public Comments, May 17, 2022 Agenda
Greeting Mayor Osborne and Counciimembers,

As the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organization whose mission is to ensure
the social, political, economic, and educational equality of rights of ALL people by
removing barriers such as racial hatred and discrimination and to ensure the health
and well-being of all persons by envisioning a JUST society in which ALL individuals
have EQUAL rights without regards to race, religion, gender, and/or any kind of
discrimination.

We are saddened and distraught over the recent racially motivated murders of 10
people in Buffalo, NY that specifically targeted Black people and the political
motivated murder and hatred that targeted the Taiwanese community.

On Saturday, May 14, 2022, an 18-year-old gun man traveled 200 miles to Buffalo,

NY, opened fire at Tops Friendly Markets killing 10 people and wounding 3. The
gunman livestreamed the attack.

WE SPEAK THE NAMES OF THOSE KILLED:

« Aaron Salter, 55, former police lieutenant who worked as a security
guard at the store, was shot and killed after confronting the shooter at
the front entrance.

« Ruth Whitfield, 86, "beloved wife, mother, and grandmother

. Pearly Young, 77, who ran a weekly food pantry, was shopping for
groceries

. Katherine "Kat" Massey, 72, writer who wrote about gun violence
in her community and was part of a community group that helped
local residents.

« Heyward Patterson, 67, would drive residents to get their groceries
and volunteered at his church in his free time.

« Celestine Chaney, 65-year-old grandmother who was at the
grocery store to get shrimp and strawberry shortcake.

« Roberta Drury, 32, who lived near the Tops grocery and was at the
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supermarket to get food for dinner. She often shopped for her brother (who is
recovering from leukemia) and his family.

e Margus D. Morrison, 52, of Buffalo, father of three children.

e Andre Mackneil, 53, of Auburn, N.Y.

e Geraldine Talley, 62 of Buffalo.

On Sunday, May 15, 2022, a hate crime targeting Taiwanese people. The suspect in the shooting
that killed one person and injured five at Irvine Taiwanese Presbyterian Church in Laguna
Woods. Authorities says the killing and shootings appeared to be motivated by political hatred
of Taiwan.

WE SPEAK HIS NAME

John Cheng, age 52, doctor who practiced family and sports medicine in Aliso Viejo, married,
father of two young children. Hailed as a hero, for tackling the suspect and attempting to
disarm him before being fatally shot. Mr. Cheng was not a member of the church; he
accompanied his mother to the church as his father had recently died.

These acts of violence were senseless and carried out in sacred places — at a supermarket, a
church. THE NAACP CALL OUT RACISM AND HATRED IN ALL FORMS! WE CAN NEVER JUST
GET USED TO IT AND MUST REMAIN OUTRAGED. REAL CHANGE cannot occur until we ALL
have the mindset of Benjamin Franklin and the late Congressman John R. Lewis who said,

“yhose who are unaffected must be as outraged as those who are” and we must “Do
something, say something, SPEAK UP, And SPEAK OUT Z

WE SPEAK THEIR NAMES!!

Ybury Truly

ondly

Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt
President




