
 

Ordinance No. 1699(22) 

An Urgency Ordinance of the City of Lompoc,  
County of Santa Barbara, State of California,  

Suspending the Issuance of Commercial Cannabis  
Use Licenses 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 36937(b), an ordinance takes 

effect immediately if it is “[f]or the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or 
safety, containing a declaration of the facts constituting the urgency, and is passed by a 
four-fifths vote of the city council”; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lompoc (City) allows cannabis retail, cultivation, testing, 
manufacturing, and distribution, as well as cannabis events; and  

WHEREAS, all of those uses require the issuance of a commercial cannabis use 
license (CCU License) by the City Manager, pursuant to Lompoc Municipal Code Section 
9.36.080.A; and 

WHEREAS, the first CCU License was approved by the City on July 13, 2018.  
There are now a total of 46 active CCU Licenses in the City and an additional 19 
applications for CCU Licenses have been submitted and are under review by the City; 
and  

WHEREAS, local cannabis industry stakeholders have expressed concerns about 
the rapid increase in the issuance of CCU Licenses and the effects this may have on 
existing cannabis businesses in the City; and 

WHEREAS, City residents have expressed concerns about odors emanating from 
cannabis businesses in the City and concerns that the increase in cannabis businesses 
is causing dramatic increases in retail and commercial rents, which is having a detrimental 
impact on other kinds of businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to evaluate whether the City has sufficient 
resources to adequately monitor and regulate the growing cannabis industry in the City; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to temporarily suspend the issuance of CCU 
Licenses, as described in this ordinance, in order to further analyze the existing impacts 
of cannabis uses in the City, to consider options for enhancing enforcement of existing 
cannabis regulations, to consider whether the issuance of CCU Licenses should be 
permanently suspended or limited, and to take other necessary actions to preserve public 
peace, health, and safety. 

  



Ordinance No. 1699(22) 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC, CALIFORNIA, 
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Recitals.  The foregoing recitals are true and correct, and are incorporated 
herein by reference as findings of fact.  

SECTION 2. Urgency Findings.  The City Council finds that there is a current and 
immediate need to suspend the issuance of CCU Licenses in order to preserve public 
peace, health, and safety.  In particular, the City Council finds that since the City first 
began allowing cannabis businesses in the City in 2018, the number of cannabis business 
has grown more quickly than anticipated and this rapid growth has led to concerns about 
the City’s ability to successfully regulate and monitor the cannabis industry in the City.  
The City is furthermore concerned about certain effects of the cannabis industry in the 
City including increased complaints about cannabis odors in the City and rising rents in 
commercial and industrial zones, which may be the result of the rising number of cannabis 
businesses.  Consequently, the City Council has reason to believe the cannabis industry 
is creating certain detrimental effects on the quality of life of City residents and may be 
creating detrimental economic conditions for non-cannabis businesses.  The City Council 
therefore finds that it is imperative to immediately suspend the issuance of CCU Licenses 
in order to preserve the status quo and provide a window of time to further evaluate the 
effects of the cannabis industry on City residents and non-cannabis businesses, and to 
consider whether new regulations or other measures are needed in order to mitigate 
and/or avoid detrimental impacts. 

SECTION 3. Temporary Suspension of the Issuance of CCU Licenses.  
Notwithstanding any provision of the Lompoc Municipal Code, the City Manager shall not 
issue any CCU License until _________________, 20__.   

SECTION 4. Relation to New and Existing Applications, Land Use Applications, 
and Business Tax Certificates.  This Ordinance is not intended to prevent the 
acceptance of new CCU License applications or the continued processing and review of 
pending CCU License applications, except for the final step of issuing the CCU License.  
This Ordinance does not prevent the review or issuance of any land use permit for a 
cannabis business under Title 17 of the Lompoc Municipal Code or the issuance or 
renewal of a business tax certificate for a current CCU License holder. 

SECTION 5. Environmental Review.  The adoption of this ordinance is not subject to 
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it 
can be seen with certainty that the adoption of this ordinance does not have the potential 
for causing a significant effect on the environment.  (CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061(b)(3).) 

SECTION 6. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its 
adoption by a 4/5 vote of the City Council, pursuant to Government Code Section 36937.  
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This Ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the City of Lompoc at its duly noticed 
regular meeting on September 20, 2022, by the following electronic vote: 
 

AYES: Council Member(s):  
 

NOES: Council Member(s):  
 
ABSENT: Council Member(s):  

 
 
       

________________________________ 
       Jenelle Osborne, Mayor 
       City of Lompoc 
 
Attest: 
 
______________________ 
Stacey Haddon, City Clerk 
City of Lompoc 


