
 

City Council Agenda Item 
 
 
City Council Meeting Date:  August 6, 2024 
 
TO:  Dean Albro, City Manager 
 
FROM: Richard Fernbaugh, Transit/Airport Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: Long-Term Airport Memorandum of Agreement with the Federal Aviation 

Administration for Automated Weather Observation System 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends the City Council approve the attached Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for the continued placement and 
operation of an Automated Weather Observation System (AWOS) at the Lompoc Airport 
and authorize the City Manager to sign the MOA on behalf of the City.  
 
Background/Discussion: 
 
The FAA, under a MOA signed with Santa Barbara County in 1989, currently leases, at 
no charge, property at the Lompoc Airport to operate an AWOS.  The current lease 
ended June 30, 2022, and the FAA has requested another 20-year Lease Agreement.  
The AWOS system provides current weather information for pilots and to the National 
Weather Information Center.  The FAA maintains the system at no cost to the City.  The 
MOA would continue this free service to pilots and to the National Weather Service at 
no cost to the City.    
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
There is no fiscal impact to the City.  The FAA assumes all costs associated with the 
AWOS system. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Approval of the attached MOA will allow the AWOS service to continue to be provided 
by the FAA at the Lompoc Airport. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Richard Fernbaugh, Transit/Airport Administrator 
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APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY MANAGER: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Michael Luther, Public Works Director 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Dean Albro, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment: On-Airport Memorandum of Agreement 
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