

















































































































































































































































































































NEW BUSINESS: (Continued)

Volunteers on Patrol Program/Duties:

Uniform: Provided by the Police Department.
Equipment:

Vehicles
Radios
Cellular Phone
Video Camera

Duties:

Field Operations - vacation/residence checks
Park Security Checks

Business Security Checks

Building Security Checks

Parking Citations

Miscellaneous Duties

Vehicle and Equipment Inspection

Forms and Reports

Police Chief William Brown recommended that Council accept and support the proposed Volunteers
on Patrol Program.

Mayor Howerton opened the Meeting for comments from the audience. There being no public
comment and no written communications, the public portion of the Meeting was closed.

It was moved by Councilmember Schuyler, seconded for discussion by Councilmember Stevens, to
add special language requiring a valid California Driver’s License. The motion failed on a 2-3 vote
of Council. Councilmembers Schuyler and Siminski voted YES.

It was moved by Councilmember Siminski, seconded by councilmember Stevens, to accept and

support the proposed Volunteers on Patrol Program. The motion carried on a unanimous vote of the
Council.

RECESS: Mayor Howerton called a Recess at 8:14 p.m.

The Meeting reconvened at 8:27 p.m. with all
Councilmembers present.

COMMUNITY NEEDS AND City Administrator Frank Priore advised Council of
FUNDING SHORTFALLS. the ongoing annual revenue loss of $654,000, related
Information Item. to the State budget and additional costs expenses

being incurred by the General Fund of the City.

City Administrator Frank Priore stressed the 1997-99 budget message, which stated, “the City cannot
be expected to continue providing services at present levels, meet increased service requirements, and
provide for necessary improvements of existing facilities in future years without an adequate revenue
base. If City revenues fail to keep pace with expenditure needs, the City will be faced with two
choices: cut services or create new revenues.”
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NEW BUSINESS: (Continued)

Individual reports were given by the Police Department, Fire Department, and Parks and Recreation
Department, and Finance Director as follows:

Lompoc Police Department:

Police Chief William Brown advised Council of the following choices available concerning the future
of the Police Department:

1. Re-examine and re-prioritize the services provided in order to determine those that
can be reduced or cut to continue operating safely within the confines of existing

staffing, statutes, regulations, and contractual agreements.

2. Seek alternative means of providing police services within a set fee structure charged
to the City.
3. Commit additional funding that adds sworn and non-sworn operational staffing,

technology, and support staffing.

Chief Brown also advised that the following recommendation was premised upon the City Council
seeking and obtaining additional revenues dedicated to the improvement of police services to the
Community:

The proposed approach needs to address providing police officers in adequate numbers and
supporting police officers with technological enhancements, non-sworn field staff, and “behind-the-

scenes” staff.

Y A R LI R =

6 Police Officers + D.V. O.A.S 1.S. Program - Estimated Cost:
8 Police Officer & 2 Civilian C.S.0O.s - Estimated Cost:

4 Dispatcher-Jailers - Estimated Cost:

Half-Time Office Staft Assistant - Estimated Cost:

1 Civilian Evidence Technician - Estimated Cost:

Information Systems Manager - Estimated Cost

Estimated Total Annual Start-Up Cost
For All Recommended Staffing Additions: $1,425,800

Estimated Total Annual Ongoing Cost $1,309,000

Lompoc Fire Department:

$410,000
$668,700
$200,600
$ 15,000
$ 74,000
$ 57,500

Fire Chief Ed Casarez presented a report to Council and listed the following issues which should be
reviewed by Council and would require additional funding, as listed:

1.

o AR o

Hire one Fire Battalion Chief, restoring chief officer to
shift staffing.

Capital Outlay Funding to provide for replacement and purchase
of essential equipment.

Hire a full-time Fire Marshal.

Relocate Fire Station No. 2.

Increase Fire Fighter positions to four for Station 2.
Computer Aided Dispatch.

Renovation to Station No. |

Increase Fire Department fire apparatus force from
four to five emergency response engines.

$ 85,796

$ 25,000
$ 93,761
$ 750,000
$ 107,316
$ 18,000
$ 100,000

$ 290,000
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NEW BUSINESS: (Continued)

Parks and Recreation:

Parks and Recreation Director Vince Elizondo outlined the following proposed parks and recreation
programs which would be initiated if additional funding were allocated to the Parks and Recreation
Department budget:

A. Expand the Park System

1. Riverbend Park Acquisition $100,000
2 Riverbend Park Phase II (Athletic Fields) $100,000
3. College Park Phase I Expansion (Gym Aquatic

Facility, Skate Park) $ 250,000
4, Barton Park Master Plan & EIR $ 25,000
5. Barton Park Phase I (Turfed Areas & Equipment) $ 75,000
6. Riverbend Park Phase I11 (Bike Trails, Greenbelts, etc.) $150,000
d River Park Acquisition--Park Expansion (16 acres) $175,000
8. New Pre-School Facility $200,000

B. Improve Existing Park & Recreation Facilities:

1. Renovate the lighting system at J.M. Park $ 40,000
2. Civic Auditorium Renovations Phase | $ 50,000
3. River Park Group Shelter $ 40,000
4. Ryon Park Group Shelter $ 40,000
5. Westvale Park Basketball Court $ 15,000
6. Playground Equipment $ 30,000
7. Pioneer Park Restroom (ADA Accessibility) $ 80,000
8. Ryon Park Restroom (ADA Accessibility) $ 80,000

C. Staffing (Support Maintenance Efforts of Park Expansion):

1. Annual Costs for One Park Maintenance Worker (PMW)  § 35,000

RECESS: Mayor Howerton called a Recess at 9:40 p.m.

The Meeting reconvened with all Councilmembers present.

Finance:

Finance Director John Walk outlined the financial issues for the General Fund and explained in detail
the amount of money ($3 Billion) the State has taken from the Cities, Counties, and Special Districts
in order to balance the State Budget.

Mr. Walk advised of the remaining current budget issues, as follows:

Unfunded Needs:

Senior Center Operations - 98-99
Grant Funded Police Officers
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NEW BUSINESS: (Continued)

2 Vacant Police Officer positions

Domestic Violence coordinator

Deferred Maintenance (facilities and equipment)
Need capital improvements and equipment

Unknowns:

Status of contracting Fire Services with the County of Santa Barbara

Mayor Howerton opened the Meeting for comments from the audience.

1. Mary Lou Parks, speaking as a private citizen, advised that an expectation for the
senior/Community Center has been established in the community. Ms. Parks requested that
Council cover the costs of operation of the Senior/Community Center for at least the first full
year of operation.

Ms. Parks stated that the plan is to establish a body that will oversee the Center and be
responsible for seeking funding, however, it will take time for this to be organized.

2. Barbara Holt, after listening to the discussion regarding funding shortfalls, stressed that, due
to the diversification of the Human Services organizations, the City gets more value for the
dollar from Human Services than it could anywhere else.

There being no additional public comments and no written communications, the public portion of the
Meeting was closed.

Councilmember Holmdahl stressed that the City of Lompoc is spending 67 percent of the budget in
safety and law enforcement, compared with what other cities are spending. Whatever action Council
decides to take, it is important to be sure that the business community and citizens are involved, and
meetings should be held with the Chamber of Commerce.

Councilmember Siminski voiced disappointment at the low turn out for the Meeting. The Meeting
tonight was to provide information with a decision to be made at the next Council Meeting.

Councilmember Siminski suggested that each Councilmember present some type of outline indicating
what actions should be taken. The City needs an additional revenue stream to help pay for some of
the things which were presented tonight.

Councilmember Siminski spoke in support of a General Fund Tax, as opposed to a Special Tax. A
General Fund Tax would require SO percent of the vote, whereas a Special Tax would require 2/3
percent of the vote. Councilmember Siminski stated that he wants to hear from the citizens of
Lompoc as to what they want and what they would support.

Councilmember Siminski spoke in support of a sunset clause on the Utility Tax which would end the
tax after six years and, at that time, Council would be required to go back to the voters for approval
to continue.

Councilmember Stevens spoke in support of a Utility Tax for the reasons outlined by Councilmember

Siminski. Mr. Stevens voiced concern about the proposed sunset clause but stressed the need to have
the support of the citizens of Lompoc.
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NEW BUSINESS: (Continued)

Councilmember Holmdahl stated support of a Utility Tax with details to be worked out following
additional discussion. Mr. Holmdahl also stressed the need for the citizens of Lompoc to be in
support of such a tax.

Councilmember Schuyler stated that, if a Utility Tax is taken to the voters, it should include a sunset
clause. Mr. Schuyler stressed that the projects must be specific in order to garner his support.

Mayor Howerton stated that she would not make a decision tonight on whether or not to support a
tax. The Council cannot decide until it is determined what the citizens want. The Council needs to
hear from the citizens. Mayor Howerton asked that Comcast make a tape of the Meeting so than
anyone in the community who is interested can look at the tape and obtain the information.

Mayor Howerton announced that there will be a community Meeting to discuss this matter at 7:00
p.m. on Wednesday, December 10, 1997, at the Library.

Mayor Howerton requested that this issue be placed on the next Council agenda, at which time
Council will look at the different options and make a decision.

APPOINTMENTS:

None.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

None.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: (2 Minutes)

None.
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Howerton adjourned the Meeting at
10:55 p.m,, to 6:00 p.m. on December 16, 1997.
-‘-4,4”4 Al
Joy on, Mayor, City of Lompoc
ATTEST:

.

%/ N\ /525;%/7?/17
Maupzé?\ Bosking, CMC /
Datéd: December 3, 1997
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MINUTES
ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING/LOMPOC CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, December 16, 1997 - 6:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/100 Civic Center Plaza

ROLL CALL: Councilmembers Present: DeWayne Holmdahl, Will Schuyler, Michael
Siminski, Vernon Stevens, Mayor Joyce Howerton.

Staff Participants: City Administrator Frank Priore, City Attorney
David Hirsch, Administrative Assistant David Norman, Personnel Director Jennifer Weston.

CLOSED SESSION:

1. That a closed Session be held pursuant to Government Code Section 56495.6 to have a
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR.

Agency Negotiator: City Administrator Frank Priore & Personnel Director Jennifer
Weston.

Employee Organization: Teamsters Union Local 381; Lompoc Police Officers Association;

International Association of Fire Fighters.

MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING/LOMPOC CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, December 16, 1997 - 7:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/100 Civic Center Plaza

ROLL CALL: Councilmembers Present: DeWayne Holmdahl, Will Schuyler, Michael
Siminski, Vernon Stevens, Mayor Joyce Howerton.

Staff Participants: City Administrator Frank Priore, City Attorney David
Hirsch, City Clerk Maureen Bosking,

Other Participants: Dick DeWees, Nettie Madina, Ron Fink, Pat Coxsey,
Rosemary Holmes, George Rauh, Sally Keane, Ernie Glover and Paul Showalter of GRC
Redevelopment Consultants.

INVOCATION: Reverend Ernie Freund
First Presbyterian Church

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: City Attorney David Hirsch led the Pledge to the Flag.

PROCLAMATIONS PRESENTED ELSEWHERE:

1. Mayor Howerton presented a Certificate of Recognition to the La Purisima Church on their
210th Anniversary.

2. Certificate of Recognition was presented to Vesta McFadden on her retirement from
Vandenberg Air Force Base.



PRESENTATIONS:

1. Peace Poetry Reading by Nettie Madina, with City @ Peace.
2. Dick DeWees, Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce, made a presentation to Council and
the public regarding the “Safe Haven” program developed by the Chamber of Commerce.

The Chamber of Commerce is asking businesses in the Lompoc Valley to place a sticker in
their window declaring their business to be a “Safe Haven, helping to create a community free
of violence and abuse”. The business would declare itself a “Safe Haven” where the
individual can wait for the appropriate responding authority. The window stickers supply the
names and phone numbers of the following organizations to be called for assistance:

Police/Sheriff 911

Rape Crisis 736-7273

Child Protective Services 800-367-0166
Shelter Services for Women 736-0965

Domestic Violence O.A.S.1.S program 736-2341 - Ext. 458

Mr. DeWees read the following letter into the record, from the Lompoc Valley Chamber of
Commerce, concerning the Redevelopment Agency:

“Dear Mayor and Council Members:

“If we are to succeed in our efforts go grow economically, it is critical that we take proactive
steps to improve our community. Expansion of the area of influence of the Redevelopment
Agency is a major step toward that end.

“It is obvious from the feasibility report that substantial economic and physical blight exists
in the project area. The result of this blight is inadequate and deteriorating infrastructure
coupled with higher service costs to the City with no ability to generate income to offset
improvement costs. Expanding the redevelopment area will provide additional revenue for
public improvement projects and will lead to our ability to offer private sector development
incentives.

“We therefore encourage proceeding with the formation of the Amendment Area of the
Redevelopment Agency using the recommended boundaries set out in the feasibility study.”

“Sincerely, Dick DeWees, President, Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce.”

STAFF REQUESTS:

1. City Administrator Frank Priore requested that Item 7(g) on the Consent Calendar be
removed for separate discussion. Mr. Priore advised that Items 9 and 10 from the Consent
Calendar have been continued to the meeting of January 6, 1997.

COUNCIL REQUESTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS:

i Mayor Joyce Howerton announced that the City of Lompoc was an award winner at the State
Pollution Prevention Week. The City of Lompoc was picked out of 185 programs that were
entered.

Mayor Howerton announced that the City will be recycling Christmas trees this year and that
more information will be in the Lompoc Record.
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COUNCIL REQUESTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Mayor Howerton announced that she had made a request that the pesticide issue be placed
on the agenda so that sending a letter to the State could be discussed by Council. Since this
had not been done, and the issue could not be discussed, Mayor Howerton advised that she
would send a letter under her signature, telling the State that we want results and that the
State needs to tell the City what the results are.

2. Councilmember Schuyler announced that, at the last Council Meeting, he had expressed
concern regarding the condition of the 1200 block of East Walnut Avenue. The street in
question should have been Guava Street.

Councilmember Schuyler requested that City staff review the City recycling program to
determine if the City is, in any way, hindering the recycling program being attempted by local
industry.

Councilmember Schuyler announced that hearings concerning Grefco are scheduled for
January 14, 1998, at 6 p.m., in the Council Chambers. Copies of the Revised Federal Part
70 Permit for Grefco Minerals, Inc., Lompoc plant, are available for review at the Lompoc
Public Library, 501 East North Avenue, Lompoc, CA ; and, Santa Barbara County APCD,
16 Castilian Drive, B-23, Goleta, CA.

SBCAG will hold a Needs Assessment Hearing at the Government Center in Santa Maria on
Thursday, January 15, at 10:30 a.m.

Councilmember Schuyler commended Agnes and Everett Johnson, and Linda and Don Tate,
for their donations to the Blaine Johnson memorial Vocational Clubs of America Scholarship
endowment at Allan Hancock College.

. Councilmember Siminski advised that many cities in the state are asking that the
regulations/goals for the year 2000 be relaxed because they are too difficult to achieve.
Mr. Siminski commended staff for the way the Landfill is operated and already exceeding the
goals for the year 2000 and for bringing the citizens the lowest costs and best waste service
in the City.

Councilmember Siminski commended City staft for their response during the recent storm and
especially commended the Tree, Electric, and Street crews.

4. Councilmember Holmdahl advised that the business community was pleased to see that there
were no major outages during the recent rain storm

Councilmember Holmdahl spoke in support of the statements made by Mayor Howerton
regarding the study related to illnesses in the City of Lompoc.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

) Ron Fink spoke concerning the 'z cent public safety which was passed by the citizens of
California, and the fact that $18 million was withheld by the county and only 2.6 percent was
dispersed to the various cities within the County.

Mr. Fink suggested that the City support a demand that the state legislature enact legislation
to give the City of Lompoc its fair share of the tax monies.
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

The Federal Government granted funds to the City which had a time-frame attached to it.
Since the Federal Government funded only half of the offers they intended to fund, the City
should ask them to provide another three years of funding.

Mr. Fink urged Council and the Mayor to seek assistance from the state and let them know

we are unhappy about the formula for dividing the ' cent sales tax funds in the County. l
2. Pat Coxsey suggested that a group be organized to assist the Mayor and Council in

determining how to get the money from the state. The City needs to get more information
out to the people of the City.

3. Rosemary Holmes voiced concerns regarding the health problems in the City of Lompoc and
commended Mayor Howerton for her letter as a member of the Inter-Agency Task Force,
regarding the health problems.

4, George Rauh addressed the subject of pesticides and discussed the hearing that was held to
discuss the report concerning illnesses present in the City of Lompoc.

5. Sally Keane spoke in support of the letter to be sent by the Mayor, to Sacramento, concerning
the health problems in Lompoc. Ms. Keane voiced concern that this issue was not being
discussed by the entire Council.

City Attorney David Hirsch explained that this issue is not being discussed because it was not
on the agenda and it cannot legally be discussed at this time.

CONSENT CALENDAR: Item No. 7 was withdrawn from the Consent Calendar for
separate consideration. Items 9 and 10 were continued to the
Meeting of January 6, 1998. All other items listed under
Consent Calendar were considered to be routine and upon motion by Councilmember Siminski,
seconded by Councilmember Holmdahl, the Consent Calendar was approved by a unanimous
electronic vote of the Council.

1. Approved the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of December 2, 1997, as presented
by the City Clerk.

2. Approved expenditures:

1) Payroll of 11/28/97 - $719,130.66
2) Payroll of 12/11/97 - $ 52,920.61  (Vacation Buy back)

2) Voucher register of 12/05/97 - $305,616.46
Voucher register of 11/26/97 - $421,896.48
Voucher register of 11/21/97 -$ 1,107.34 - Credit Refunds

3. Adopted Ordinance No. 1432(97) - Amending Section 8002 of the Lompoc City Code to
Allow: (a) Automobile Machine Shops In Conjunction With Retail Auto Part Sales
Operations As A Conditionally Permitted Use in the Central Business District (C-2); and, (b)
Caretakers; Residences As A Conditionally Permitted Use In The Central Business District
(C-2).
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CONSENT CALENDAR:

4.

10.

Approved the Extension of Award of Unclaimed Bicycles and toys to Central Coast
Headway, Inc., retroactive from May 7, 1997 through December 31, 1998.

Approved Extension of contract with Chemical Lime Company for Calcium Quicklime, from
January 1, 1998 through September 30, 1998 for the Water Treatment Plant’s annual
requirements of crushed calcium quicklime in the approximate amount of Two Hundred
Fourteen Thousand, Six Hundred Forty Dollars ($214,640.00)

Approved the Award of Bid No. 9743], for two each 4,000 Ib. GVWR Pickup Trucks with
optional tool boxes, one each 8,000 Ib. GVWR Truck, and one each 15 Passenger Van to
Lasher Auto Center in the amount of Sixty-Five Thousand, Nine Hundred Forty-seven
Dollars and Fifteen Cents ($65,947.15) and one each Cargo Type Van with optional load
space height roof to Villa Ford in the amount of Twenty Thousand, Fifty-five Dollars and
Fifty-two cents ($20,055.52).

Crystal Soaring, Inc. Lease Agreement. Report by Aviation/Transportation Administrator
Barry Rondinella.

Recommendation: that Council approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the attached Lease
Agreement between the City of Lompoc and Crystal Soaring Inc. SEE BELOW FOR
SEPARATE CONSIDERATION.

Adopted Resolution No. 4650(97) - Program Supplement No. 007 to State-Local
Transportation Partnership Program Agreement No. SLTPP-5080, authorizing the Mayor to
execute Program Supplement No. 007 with the State of California Department of
Transportation for the State-Local Transportation Partnership Program; and, authorized the
City Clerk to attach a certified copy of the Resolution to the two originals of the Program
Supplement and to forward all documentation to the Department of Transportation.

Memorandum of Understanding With Employees Represented by Teamsters Local 381, for
the period January 3, 1998 through January 1, 1999 between employees represented by
Teamsters Local 381 and Representatives of Management for the City of Lompoc.
CONTINUED TO THE MEETING OF JANUARY 6, 1998.

Resolution No. 4651(97) - Amendment to the Compensation Plans for Management,
Supervisory and Confidential Employees, and Unrepresented Employees, approving an
amended Compensation Plan for Management, Supervisory and Confidential Employees and
an amended Compensation Plan for Unrepresented Unit Employees, effective January 3,
1998. CONTINUE TO THE MEETING OF JANUARY 6, 1998.

Item No. 7.

Aviation/Transportation Administrator Barry Rondinella advised that there was a typographical error
in the Crystal Soaring, Inc. Lease Agreement. The error has been corrected and has been approved
by representatives of Crystal Soaring, Inc.

It was moved by Councilmember Siminski, seconded by Councilmember Holmdahl, to approve the
Crystal Soaring Inc. Lease Agreement, as amended. The motion carried on a unanimous vote of the
Council.

Items 9 and 10.

Continued to the Regular Council Meeting of January 6, 1998.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS:

None.

LEGISLATIVE: I

ORDINANCE NO. 1432(97) - SEE UNDER CONSENT CALENDAR.
AMENDING SECTION 8002 OF

THE LOMPOC CITY CODE TO

ALLOW: (A) AUTOMOBILE

MACHINE SHOPS IN

CONJUNCTION WITH RETAIL

AUTO PART SALES OPERATIONS

AS A CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED
USE IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT (C-2); AND, (B) CARETAKERS:
RESIDENCES AS A CONDITIONALLY
PERMITTED USE IN THE CENTRAL
BUSINESS DISTRICT (C-2).

RESOLUTION NO. 4650(97) - SEE UNDER CONSENT CALENDAR.
PROGRAM SUPPLEMENT NO. 007 TO
STATE-LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM AGREEMENT
NO. SLTPP-5080, AUTHORIZING THE
MAYOR TO EXECUTE PROGRAM
SUPPLEMENT NO. 007 WITH THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE
STATE-LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM; AND,
AUTHORIZED THE CITY CLERK TO
ATTACH A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE
RESOLUTION TO THE TWO ORIGINALS
OF THE PROGRAM SUPPLEMENT AND
TO FORWARD ALL DOCUMENTATION

TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

FUNDING OPTIONS TO MEET City Administrator Frank Priore presented a report
COMMUNITY NEEDS AND to Council advising that, at the Regular Council
FUNDING SHORTFALLS. Meeting of December 2, 1997, staff explained the

ongoing annual revenue losses of $694,000 related to

the State budget and additional expenses incurred by
the General Fund. The impact of the reduced revenues required that the City maintain the status quo,
reduce some service levels, and defer replacement of equipment and postponement of maintenance
project.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Continued)

Mr. Priore outlined the following possible options for Council:

Option 1 - Maintain the status quo would cause:

The loss of four Police sworn office grant positions currently unfunded.

Two authorized Police sworn officer positions currently unfunded.

Domestic Violence Prevention program - grant funding would end in February 1998,
Senior/Community Center operation expenses, maintenance projects and needed capital
improvements are currently unfunded.

Sl R S

Option 2 - Reprioritizing General Fund Programs.
General Fund has $480,000 committed annually in General Funds for community programs.

If Staff was directed to reduce or eliminate any one of these programs, contracts would have to be
reviewed before deleting the program.

The Parks and Recreation budget is $1,485,000. Staff could, possibly, reprioritize department
programs to reduced expenditures, curtail services, and/or defer maintenance. Staff does not
recommend Option No. 2.

Option 3 - Utility Users Tax (Special or General Tax) or Other Tax.

The Finance Department has developed estimates on the potential revenue that could be generated
by imposing a utility tax on the users of City utilities, cable, gas and telephone services. For each one
percent tax collected, before any reductions or exemptions, the estimated revenue would be
$408,655. For the average single-family residence, each one percent utility tax would cost an
additional $1.95 per month.

If Council should decide to consider a utility tax, staff would need direction on the following:

The amount of utility users tax;

Whether to offer exemptions to low-income families and revise revenue estimates;,
Determine if the tax should be a general or specific tax; and,

Set an election date.

ol o8 B

Other Revenue Options - Parcel Taxes and Special Assessments.

A Parcel tax is an annual tax assessed on either a flat per-parcel rate or a rate which
varies depending upon the use, size and/or number of units on each parcel.
2. A special assessment is a charge generally levied upon parcels of real property in

order to pay for special benefits the parcels receive from local improvements.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Continued)

Staff recommended that the City Council review the available funding options and give staff
directions on how to proceed:

. Maintain the status quo which would mean that some current programs would go
unfunded and be eliminated.
Z. Reprioritize some General Fund programs to either eliminate entirely or partially

reduce their funding. The reprioritized funds could then be allocated to higher
priority areas. Staff is not recommending this option; or
3. Utility Users Tax (special or General Tax) or Other Tax.

RECESS: Mayor Howerton called a recess at 7:55 p.m.

The Meeting reconvened at 8:04 p.m., with all
Councilmembers present.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Continued)

Mayor Howerton opened the Meeting for comments from the audience.

Mayor Howerton advised that, since Mr. Fink had spoken during Oral Communications, his previous
letter would be entered into the record but would not be read by the City Clerk.

There being no public comment and no additional written communications, the public portion of the
Meeting was closed.

Councilmember Holmdahl requested that staff determine how the $1.95 tax for home residences
related to the business community.

Councilmember Schuyler requested that staff look at the possibility of a sales tax increase and the
forming of a District between the City and the County to fund parks.

Mayor Howerton advised she has talked to many members of the community and looked at the
funding issue from every possible angle before being convinced that there are no other options other
than additional funding if we want to maintain the quality of life in this community.

Mayor Howerton stressed the need for this Council to come to a decision concerning additional
funding and stated her support for a tax and the need to go to a general election on the November

ballot.

Mayor Howerton also stated that she would like the City to find the money necessary to fund the
O.A.S.1.S. program.

It was moved by Mayor Howerton, seconded for discussion by Councilmember Siminski, to have a
General Tax on the November ballot and direct staff to return to Council with the particulars
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Continued)

regarding the different amounts; look at what the needs are and look at how they can be maintained
for each department.

Councilmember Siminski agreed with what the Mayor had said; the need for a tax is of the highest
priority; and Council needs to take action concerning this matter as soon as possible.

Councilmember Stevens spoke in support of the Utility Tax being placed on the ballot for a vote of
the people.

Councilmember Holmdahl asked that the O.A.S.1.S. issue be placed on the agenda for Council
discussion and leave the decision as to whether or not it will be a General Tax or a Specific Tax until

a January Meeting.

Following further discussion by Council, the original motion passed on a 3-1-1 vote of Council.
Councilmember Holmdahl ABSTAINED, and Councilmember Schuyler voted NO.

Council directed staff to find the best way to fund the Oasis and the SHOW (Serious Habitual
Offender) Officer.

NEW BUSINESS:

None.

APPOINTMENTS:

None.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:

None.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: (2 Minutes)

None.

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Howerton adjourned the Meeting to
January 6, 1997, at 6:00 p.m.
MayorJoytg Howerton

ATTEST:

A Vo ae J{e/{/’%/ﬂ? —

City Clerk Maureen’Bosking ¢/
Dated: December 17, 1997
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