
FIRE HAZARD MAP UPDATE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Lompoc City Council – 7/1/2025



Day 5 of being Lompoc’s Fire Marshal
-the letter arrives!

Benchmarks:

30 days to 
notify the 

public (April 13)

120 days to 
adopt (July 15th)



History Lesson:

Several devastating fires during the 80’s/ early 90’s

Assembly Bill 337 (Bates 1992)

• Calls for CAL FIRE evaluate fire hazard severity in local responsibility 
area

• Identifies areas in the State as Moderate, High, and Very High 
Severity Zones

• Recommend to local jurisdiction where Very High FHSZ exist



How was the LRA Map 
created for Us?

The State utilizes fire models that 
reflect flame and ember intrusion from 
adjacent wildlands and flammable 
vegetation.

The models involve fuel loading, slope, 
and fire weather including areas where 
wind has been identified as a major 
cause of wildfire spread. 



What do Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones Measure?

The maps evaluate “HAZARD,” not 
“RISK”

HAZARD: based on physical conditions 
that create expected fire behavior over a 
50-year period without considering short 
term risk.

RISK: the potential damage a fire can do 
to the area under certain existing 
conditions, including fuel reduction 
projects, defensible space, and ignition 
resistant building construction.



Will this affect my Insurance?!

Insurance companies use risk 
models because they consider 
the susceptibility  of a structure 
from damage to fire and other 
short-term factors that are not 
included in hazard modeling

Risk models that are used by the 
insurance companies change 
more often

CAL FIRE Hazard Maps are built 
to remain steady.

SHORT ANSWER: It should not! 
(California Department of 
Insurance)



2025 LRA Map
Local Response Area

*Lompoc has NEVER had to consider Fire 
Hazard Severity Zones before now.



What areas in Lompoc will be affected?

• North of town, near the Wye (Highway 1, Harris 

Grade Road)

• South of Olive Avenue, from West to East of 

the City



How will 
these 
areas be 
affected?

New construction will have to meet 
high fire area requirements in CBC 
7A

Defensible space requirements take 
effect in new and existing structures 

Zone O requirements when made 
into law (forthcoming) 0-5ft



2022 California Building Code 7A

2022 California Fire Code 49 
4904



Recommendations
That Council:

Introduce and subsequently 
adopt, Ordinance No. 1729(25), 
an Ordinance of the City Council 

of the City of  Lompoc 
Designating Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones as Recommended by the 

California State Fire Marshal 

At the top of the 
Ordinance is says 
“…Designating Fire 
Hazard Safety Zones”

On the 4th Whereas it 
repeats “…Fire 
Hazard Safety 
Zones…”

TYPOs



QUESTIONS?
This is the 1st reading 

2nd reading will be July 15th

Adoption of 
Ordinance
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