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Mr. Mike Prater, Executive Director
Local Agency Formation Commission
105 Anapamu Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Re: City of Lompoc Sphere of Influence
Dear Mr. Prater:

At the September 4, 2025, Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) meeting, LAFCO staff presented
a Memorandum entitled “Conditioning Authority when establishing Spheres of Influence”. That memo
provided information on how LAFCO can decide on the orderly expansion of cities to provide for housing
needs while also addressing policies that are in direct opposition to sphere boundary expansions such as
protecting agricultural lands.

At the Lompoc City Council Meeting on October 21, 2025, the City Council reviewed the memo and directed
City of Lompoc (City or Lompoc) staff to prepare a letter to LAFCO documenting the desire of the City to
expand its Sphere of Influence (SOI).

It was timely that your email dated October 28, 2025, was received a week later. Hopefully, this letter will
help LAFCO understand how important the growth of Lompoc is for the future of this region.

This letter will respond to the comments made in your email in the order discussed.

Municipal Service Reviews: The City has been involved in working with LAFCO staff over the last five
years on the various Municipal Service Reviews (MSR). The 2025 MSR covered topics on Healthcare,
Vector, Municipal and Cemetery Service Review and Sphere Update. Lompoc also included
Utilities/Electrical Service to this section.

At several of the recent LAFCO meetings, the commissioners reviewed this MSR document and asked
questions about existing Spheres of Influence and what are the plans for lands outside of existing City
boundaries. The commissioners directed you to reach out to each city to ask about their SOl and
annexation plans.

Sphere of Influence and Annexations: It is the intent of the City to start the update of the City of Lompoc
2050 General Plan in 2026. This planning effort and related environment review will analyze how Lompoc
will grow over the next 25 years.

Currently, Lompoc has approximately 360 acres of land that are in the City SOI but outside of the existing
City boundary. Lompoc intends to apply for the annexation of these areas including:

e City owned property east of City Limits, including River Bend Park
(290+ acres);

Property west of Lompoc Landfill (5+ acres);

Property south of Lompoc Landfill (10+ acres);

Property south of West Willow Avenue (20 acres); and

The Drive-in Property east of H Street (20 acres);
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Beyond the existing SOI, the General Plan Update process will review options for the future expansion of
the SOI and future annexations. The following areas are going to be considered in the General Plan Update
process.

o Bailey Corridor / Bodger Meadows (270 acres) to the west;

e Properties to the north including Vandenberg Village, Providence
Landing, Mission Hills, Mesa Oaks, and Lane’s End;

e Developed areas south of the City along San Miguelito Road;

e The area between Floradale Avenue and the City Waste Water
Treatment Plant; and

¢ Any city owned properties or infrastructure.

The City Council knows how important planning for growth is to address the needs for housing and
economic development over the next 20-30 years. This planning effort needs to address both Lompoc’s
vision for the future along with surrounding planning efforts of the County of Santa Barbara.

Sustainable Agricultural Land Conservation (SALC) and future Memorandum of Agreement (MOA):
In 2023, Lompoc applied for an SOl amendment along a portion of the Bailey Avenue Corridor. That request
was denied by the LAFCO Commission. One of the reasons for denying the request was that there was
no clear understanding on how to balance conflicting LAFCO policies on reasonable growth versus
protection of agriculture.

Based on denial of the Bailey Avenue SOI Application, LAFCO staff pursued options on how to address the
conflict with the goal of generating a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for future SOl and annexations.
LAFCO staff came across the SALC Grant and responded to the request for proposal (RFP). The Grant
was awarded to LAFCO in October, and LAFCO staff is now reviewing the final terms before beginning this
2-year study.

The Grant timeline will correspond with the timeline Lompoc has for the update of its General Plan, SOI,
and annexations. During this process the City will be aggressively looking at properties listed above to
assure that the City has land available for future growth.

Questions Asked by LAFCO

1. Is your City interested in continuing working on development of an MOA Framework through
both direct talks and SALC grant efforts?

As noted above, Lompoc is in the process of updating its General Plan and the City Council will be
looking at the surrounding region for expansion of the SOl and annexation.

Yes, the City is open to discussions with LAFCO Staff and will work with the SALC process to
develop a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) framework.

2. Is your City comfortable with maintaining your SOl as is (Status Quo) while this work effort
is explored further?

Lompoc will continue to maintain the current SOI with the goal of applying for multiple expansions
of the SOl and Annexations in the next two to three years upon the completion of the City of Lompoc
General Plan Update.

3. Would your City desire a reduction in your SOI? If so, where?

No. The City is very eager to expand the City boundaries to encourage future growth for the region.
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4. Do you believe adding additional new territory to your SOl has adequate support and
justification? If so, please provide LAFCO with all documentation materials.

LAFCO already has on file volumes of information on Bailley Avenue SOI and annexation requests
that have been reviewed over the last 20 years. LAFCO also already has the MSR reports that
details what resources Lompoc has available to support future growth.

The City will be generating additional information through the General Plan Update and
Environmental Review process. The process is important as the City needs to plan for the next
round of Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) numbers that will be assigned after the
next census. Please refer to the attached map which identifies the areas for the expansion of the
City of Lompoc Sphere of Influence.

More importantly, Vandenberg Space Force Base lies to the west of Lompoc and the City supports
all the efforts for both commercial space operations as well as the military programs at the base.
As the base program expands and grows there will be a huge need for housing at every level.

The City of Lompoc has a vision to grow to provide diverse housing along with schools, parks,
commercial and office uses for Base employees and their families.

For those concerned about Greenhouse Gas emission (GHG) and Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT),
focusing on the development and growth for Lompoc is the best solution to reduce those impacts.

Conclusion:

As noted in your email, the City of Lompoc is prepared to work with LAFCO staff and the Commission to
plan the growth of Lompoc to meet the housing needs and economic development of the region.

Respectfully

Dean Albro, City Manager
City of Lompoc

Attachment: Map of Areas to be added to Lompoc Sphere of Influence
LAFCO email dated Oct 28, 2025



