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What is 11550(a) H&S and How Santa Barbara Courts Address the Crime

• HS 11550(a) is the primary misdemeanor statute for being under the influence of controlled substances (not 
necessarily possession).

• The statute authorizes up to 1 year in jail, but also explicitly supports rehabilitation alternatives.

• In Santa Barbara County, publicly described practice emphasizes diversion and treatment options (DA pre-filing 
diversion programs, court diversion orders, and treatment-court programming) for eligible individuals—while 
repeat offenders who refuse treatment face mandatory custody minimums under the statute.



Executive Summary

Total incidents

71
Peak months

May/Jun (11)
Most common window

12–6 PM
Corridor signals

H St  & 
Ocean Ave

What we see in the data

• 71 11550(a) HS incidents recorded in the provided reporting window (Jan 2025 – Feb 2026).

• Monthly volume peaked in May and June 2025 (11 incidents each); summer months remained elevated.

• Incidents cluster in daytime/afternoon hours (12:00–17:59 accounts for 27 of 71).

• Location entries suggest recurring activity along H St (15) and Ocean Ave (10) corridors.

Note: counts reflect the provided RMS export only (not all calls for service).



Monthly Trend (Incidents per Month)

Notable spike: May–June 2025 (11 each)
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Time-of-Day Distribution
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Key points
• Midday/afternoon (12–6 PM) is the most 

common window: 27 incidents (~38%).

• Overnight hours (12–6 AM): 10 incidents.

• This pattern supports targeted visibility during 
business/afternoon hours.
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2025 11550 H&S Arrests



2025  11550 H&S Closer Look



Location Concentration (Signals)

Corridor indicators (keyword match)

• H St appears in 15 location entries

• Ocean Ave appears in 10 location entries

• G St appears in 5 location entries

• Civic Center appears in 2 location entries

Interpretation

No single address dominates the dataset; repeated entries suggest 
dispersed activity with corridor-level clustering. Use this for 
directed patrol planning, not precise hotspot mapping.

Most repeated individual locations

Location Count

1400 N H St 2

501 E Cooper Dr 2

602 E Chestnut Av 2

600 N H St 2

Coding note

60 of 71 entries include an “HS; Use/Under Influence…” label 
in the offense description; 11 are listed without that “HS;” 
prefix.

Keyword match is based on the location text field in the RMS export.



Operational Options / Next Steps

Targeted visibility
• Prioritize directed patrol during midday/afternoon hours (12–6 PM).
• Focus attention on corridor areas where H St and Ocean Ave recur in incident locations.

Coordinated response
• Where appropriate, integrate field contacts with service referrals and follow-up.
• Use repeat-contact analysis to identify individuals and locations for problem-solving approaches.



Deployment Activities Implemented

Directed Enforcement: 9 days of two-person details working 6-hour shifts (high-
visibility enforcement and engagement).

Special Investigations Unit (SIU) redeployed to earlier hours to increase daytime 
coverage.

Purpose: align resources with peak incident windows and improve proactive 
response in identified corridors.
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