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City Council Meeting Date: May 5, 2026
TO: Dean Albro, City Manager

FROM: Kevin M. Martin, Chief of Police
kmartin@ci.lompoc.ca.us

SUBJECT: Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with County of Santa Barbara
District Attorney’s Office for Blood Draw Processes

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the City Council approve and authorize the City Manager (or
designee) to execute the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Blood Draw
Processes between the Santa Barbara County District Attorney’s Office and participating
Santa Barbara County law enforcement agencies, including the Lompoc Police
Department.

Background:

The Santa Barbara County District Attorney’s Office has developed a countywide MOU
to standardize procedures for obtaining evidentiary blood samples in driving under the
influence (DUI) investigations. The MOU establishes consistent protocols for both
consenting and non-consenting blood draws, ensuring compliance with California Penal
Code Section 1524(a)(13).

Participating agencies include multiple local, county, and state law enforcement entities
operating within Santa Barbara County. The District Attorney’s Office will serve as the
MOU Administrator and coordinate contracted blood draw services.

Discussion:

The proposed MOU outlines the roles and responsibilities of the District Attorney’s Office,
participating law enforcement agencies, and approved contractors responsible for
conducting blood draws.
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Key provisions include:

e Scope of Services: Contractors will perform blood draws primarily for non-
consenting individuals in DUI investigations, following proper legal authorization
(e.g., a warrant).

e Legal Compliance: Blood draws must be conducted in a medically approved
manner and in accordance with applicable state laws.

« Response Time: Contractors are required to respond within one hour of a service
request, ensuring timely evidence collection.

« Qualified Personnel: All contractors must be properly licensed or certified (e.g.,
phlebotomy technicians, registered nurses).

e Chain of Custody: Clear procedures are established to maintain evidentiary
integrity.

o Use of Hospitals: Hospitals remain the primary option for consenting blood draws
unless impractical.

o Cost Structure: The District Attorney’s Office will compensate contractors, with
reimbursement provisions for certain services requested by law enforcement
agencies.

« Safety Protocols: Procedures are included to ensure safe handling of non-
consenting individuals, including the use of restraints when necessary.

The MOU improves operational efficiency by providing a reliable, standardized system
for blood sample collection. It also reduces delays that may occur when relying solely on
hospital resources.

Fiscal Impact:

There is no direct fiscal impact to the City for participation in this MOU. Costs associated
with contracted blood draw services will be managed by the District Attorney’s Office.
However, the City may be responsible for reimbursement in specific cases involving
consenting blood draws without a warrant.

Conclusion:

Approval of this MOU will enhance the Lompoc Police Department’s ability to obtain timely
and legally compliant blood samples in DUI investigations. Participation ensures
alignment with countywide practices, promotes efficiency, and supports successful
prosecution efforts.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin M. Martin, Chief of Police



May 5, 2026
Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Blood Draw Processes
Page 3 of 3

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL.:

Dean Albro, City Manager

Attachment: Memorandum of Understanding for Blood Draw Processes
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