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LAY DESCRIPTION 

 
This 2025 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP or Plan) is prepared for the City of Lompoc (City), which 
serves approximately 3,761 acre-feet (AF) of drinking water to a population of approximately 44,570. The 
City meets the definition of an urban water supplier.1 Therefore, in accordance with California Water Code 
(CWC) §10621(e), the City is obligated to develop and submit an UWMP to the California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) by 1 July 2026.  

This UWMP serves as a foundational planning document and includes descriptions of historical and 
projected water demands and supplies, and the resulting reliability during a set of defined water supply 
conditions over a minimum 20-year planning horizon. This Plan also describes the actions the City is taking 
to promote water conservation (referred to as “demand management measures”), and includes a Water 
Shortage Contingency Plan (WSCP) to address potential water supply shortages from drought or other 
impacts to supply availability. This Plan is updated every five years in accordance with state requirements 
under the UWMP Act and amendments (Division 6 Part 2.6 of the CWC §10610 – 10656). Past plans 
developed for the City are available on the DWR Water Use Efficiency (WUE) Data Portal website: 
https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/.  

Pursuant to the requirements of the CWC §10630.5, this lay description provides a simple summary of 
this UWMP. This Plan includes 10 sections, which are summarized below.  

Section 1 UWMP Introduction 

This section presents the background and purpose of the UWMP, describes the Plan organization, and 
provides an overview of the Plan. The City relies solely on water from the Santa Ynez River Valley 
Groundwater Basin (Basin). Because the City does not rely on water from the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta (Delta), this Plan is not required to demonstrate consistency with The Delta Plan by the Delta 
Stewardship Council.  

Section 2 UWMP Preparation 

This section discusses key structural aspects related to the preparation of this UWMP, and describes the 
coordination and outreach conducted as part of the preparation of the Plan, including coordination with 
local agencies (i.e., Santa Barbara County Water Agency, Mission Hills Community Service District [CSD], 
Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District [SYRWCD], Vandenberg Village CSD, the Western 
Management Agency [WMA] Groundwater Sustainability Agency [GSA], Vandenberg Space Force Base 
[VSFB]), and the public.  

 
1 Per CWC §10617, “urban water supplier” means a supplier, either publicly or privately owned, providing water for 
municipal purposes either directly or indirectly to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 AF of 
water annually. 

  CWC §10630.5 

Each plan shall include a simple lay description of how much water the agency has on a reliable basis, how much 
it needs for the foreseeable future, what the agency’s strategy is for meeting its water needs, the challenges 
facing the agency, and any other information necessary to provide a general understanding of the agency’s plan. 
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Section 3 Service Area Description 

This section describes the City’s water system and service area, including climate, population, and 
demographic characteristics. The City is in Santa Barbara County, approximately 50 miles northwest of 
the City of Santa Barbara. The City has a climate characterized as cool-summer Mediterranean, with mild, 
wet winters and warm, dry summers. Most of the 11.3 inches of average annual precipitation occurs 
between October and March. The City provides water service to approximately 44,570 people, 
representing 89% of the City’s total population and 76% of the City’s land area. Residential land uses are 
the primary land uses within the service area, and the City does not serve agricultural water demands.  

Section 4 Water Use Characterization 

This section describes and quantifies the City’s current and projected demands through the year 2050. 
The City provides potable water (i.e., drinking water) to customers. Water demands refer not only to the 
water used by customers, but also includes the water used as part of the system’s maintenance and 
operation, as well as unavoidable losses inherent in the operation of a water distribution system. Total 
water demand within the City was 3,761 AF in 2025. Taking into account historical water use, expected 
population increase and other growth, increased water use efficiency, and other assumptions, water 
demand within the City is projected to be 4,182 AF by 2050 under normal hydrologic conditions, a change 
of 11% compared to 2025. Climate change can affect water demands, as extreme and higher temperatures 
can lead to increases in water use.  

Section 5 SB X7-7 Baseline, 2020 Target, and 2025 Reporting  

This section demonstrates the City’s compliance with the Water Conservation Act of 2009 (SB X7-7), 
enacted in November 2009. SB X7-7 required the State to achieve a 20% reduction in urban per capita 
water use by December 2020 and directed retail suppliers to establish an urban water-use target (2020 
Target) to support this goal. Because the CWC does not set an end date for reporting progress toward the 
2020 Target, this section documents the City’s compliance with SB X7-7 as of 2020. The City is not a 
member of a “Regional Alliance” and was not part of a service area merger or consolidation after 2020. In 
July 2024, the State enacted the Making Conservation a California Way of Life (MCCWL) regulation to 
promote long-term water conservation and drought resilience beyond SB X7-7. MCCWL established 
annual Urban Water Use Objectives (UWUO) for water suppliers; however, because UWUO compliance 
falls under the authority of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), compliance projections 
are not included herein. 

Section 6 Normal Year Water Supply Characterization 

This section evaluates the City’s current and projected water supplies through 2050 and assesses supply 
reliability under normal hydrologic conditions. The City will continue to rely exclusively on groundwater 
from the Basin, which is designated as a medium priority basin under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) and is managed through the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin WMA 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). The WMA GSP, submitted by the WMA Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency (GSA) in 2022 and approved by DWR in 2024, establishes sustainable management criteria for the 
Basin. In 2025, the City’s groundwater supply was 3,761 AF, and it is projected to be 4,182 AF in 2050. 

The City owns and operates the Lompoc Regional Wastewater Reclamation Plant (LRWRP), which treats 
wastewater from the City, as well as wastewater from VSFB and Vandenberg Village CSD. The LRWRP is 
currently evaluating the feasibility of accepting wastewater from Mission Hill CSD. The plant discharges 
tertiary treated wastewater to San Miguelito Creek, a tributary to the Santa Ynez River. Currently, no 
wastewater is recycled for recharge or direct reuse within the City’s service area. 
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This section also provides an estimate of water-related energy consumption. Energy intensity is defined 
as the net energy used for water treatment, pumping, conveyance, and distribution for all water entering 
the distribution system, and does not include the energy used to treat wastewater. The energy intensity 
for the City is estimated to be 969 kilowatt hours per acre-foot of water (kWh/AF). 

Section 7 Water Supply Reliability Assessment 

This section assesses the reliability of the City’s groundwater supply during normal, single dry-year, and 
multiple dry-year hydrologic conditions, focusing on potential constraints such as water supply 
availability, water quality, and climate change. Based on this analysis, the City expects the groundwater 
supply to be sufficient to meet projected demands under all hydrologic conditions, consistent with the 
WMA GSP, which projects that the Basin will remain sustainable through the implementation of projects 
and management actions. The WMA GSP incorporates the impacts of climate change. Further, potential 
water quality issues are not expected to affect the quality of water served to the City’s customers, as 
water quality is routinely monitored to ensure only high quality drinking water is served. 

Section 8 Water Shortage Contingency Planning 

This section describes the City’s WSCP. The WSCP serves as a standalone document to be engaged in the 
case of a water shortage event, such as a drought or supply interruption, and defines specific policies and 
actions that will be implemented at various shortage level scenarios ranging from up to 10% to greater 
than 50%. The City has had a WSCP in place since 1992 that uses increasing levels of conservation as water 
shortages increase. The WSCP was updated over time to reflect drought conditions, improve emergency 
response, and add stronger conservation requirements. In 2020, the City added a fifth shortage level to 
address extreme shortages of more than 50%. Because the City’s WSCP includes five water shortage levels 
that differ from the State’s six standard water shortage levels, a crosswalk is provided to ensure 
consistency with DWR requirements.  

Section 9 Demand Management Measures 

This section summarizes the City’s past and planned conservation programs for each demand 
management measure (DMM) category identified in the UWMP Act, including: (1) water waste prevention 
ordinances, (2) metering, (3) conservation pricing, (4) public education and outreach, (5) distribution 
system water loss management, (6) water conservation program coordination and staffing support, and 
(7) “other” DMMs. It also summarizes customers’ participation in water conservation programs since 
2011. 

Section 10 Plan Adoption, Submittal, and Implementation 

This section provides information on the notice of Plan preparation and public hearing, the public hearing 
and adoption process, Plan implementation, and procedures for amending the adopted UWMP and WSCP. 
Prior to adoption, the City held a formal public hearing on 19 May 2026 at 6:30 PM to present the UWMP 
and WSCP. This UWMP and corresponding WSCP were submitted to DWR within 30 days of adoption and 
by the 1 July 2026 deadline.  
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1 UWMP INTRODUCTION 
This section discusses the importance and uses of this Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP or Plan), 
the relationship of this Plan to the California Water Code (CWC), the relationship of this Plan to other local 
and regional planning efforts, and how this Plan is organized and developed in general accordance with 
the California Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) 2025 UWMP Guidebook.2  

1.1 Background and Purpose 

City of Lompoc (City) is located along California’s central coast near the mouth of the Santa Ynez River in 
Santa Barbara County. The City manages and maintains the water, wastewater, stormwater, and solid 
waste systems for all residents and businesses within the City.  

This UWMP is a foundational document and source of information about the City’s historical and 
projected water demands, water supplies, supply reliability and potential vulnerabilities, water shortage 
contingency planning, and demand management programs. Among other things, it is used as: 

• A long-range planning document for water supply and system planning; and 

• A source for data on population, housing, water demands, water supplies, and capital 
improvement projects used in: 

o Regional water resource management plans prepared by wholesale water suppliers and 
other regional planning authorities (as applicable), 

o General Plans prepared by cities and counties, and 

o Statewide and broad regional water resource plans prepared by DWR, the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB), or other state agencies. 

The City’s last UWMP was completed in 2021, referred to herein as the “2020 UWMP.” This Plan is an 
update to the 2020 UWMP, carries forward information from that plan that remains current and relevant, 
and provides additional information as required by the UWMP Act (CWC §10610-10657) and 2025 UWMP 
Guidebook. Although this Plan is an update to the 2020 UWMP, it was developed to be a self-contained, 
stand-alone document and does not require readers to reference information contained in previous 
UWMP updates. 

1.2 Urban Water Management Planning and the CWC 

The UWMP Act requires urban water suppliers to prepare an UWMP every five years and to submit this 
plan to the DWR, the California State Library, and any city or county within which the supplier provides 
water supplies. All urban water suppliers, either publicly or privately owned, providing water for municipal 
purposes either directly or indirectly to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 acre-
feet (AF) annually are required to prepare an UWMP (CWC §10617). 

The UWMP Act was enacted in 1983. Over the years it has been amended in response to water resource 
challenges and planning imperatives confronting California. A significant amendment was made in 2009 
as a result of the governor’s call for a statewide 20% reduction in urban water use by 2020, referred to as 
the Water Conservation Act of 2009, or “SB X7-7.” This amendment required urban retail water suppliers 
to establish water use targets for 2015 and 2020 that would result in statewide water savings of 20% by 

 
2 The 2025 UWMP Guidebook is available at: 
https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/public/public_resources/4825681388/2025_Draft_UWMP_Guidebook_Release.zip 
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2020. Beginning in 2016, urban retail water suppliers were required to comply with the water 
conservation requirements in SB X7-7 in order to be eligible for state water grants or loans. Section 5 of 
this Plan contains the data and calculations used to determine compliance with these requirements. 

In 2016, Governor Brown signed Executive Order (EO) B-37-16 Making Conservation a California Way of 
Life (MCCWL) and subsequently Senate Bill (SB) 606 and Assembly Bill (AB) 1668 were passed. 
SB 606/AB 1668 added new requirements related to drought planning, including: (1) additional 
requirements for Water Shortage Contingency Plans (WSCP) (CWC §10640), (2) requirements for urban 
water suppliers to conduct Drought Risk Assessments (DRA) part of their future UWMPs to assess water 
supply reliability for a period of drought lasting five consecutive water years (CWC §10635(b)), and 
(3) conduct annual water supply and demand assessments to determine its water supply reliability for the 
current year and one dry year (CWC §10632(a)). These elements are included in Section 7 and Section 8 
of this Plan. Additionally, SB 606/AB 1688 set new requirements for urban water agencies to continue to 
increase water efficiency beyond SB X7-7. Beginning in 2024, agencies were required to report an annual 
Urban Water Use Objective (UWUO). However, because compliance with the UWUO requirements falls 
under the authority of the SWRCB, it is not included in this Plan. 

The UWMP Act contains numerous other requirements that a UWMP must satisfy. Appendix A lists each 
of these requirements and where in the Plan they are addressed. 

1.3 UWMP Organization 

The organization of this Plan follows the same sequence as outlined in the 2025 UWMP Guidebook.  

• Section 1 UWMP Introduction 

• Section 2 UWMP Preparation 

• Section 3 Service Area Description 

• Section 4 Water Use Characterization 

• Section 5 SB X7-7 Baseline, 2020 Target, and 2025 Reporting 

• Section 6 Normal Year Water Supply Characterization 

• Section 7 Water Supply Reliability Assessment 

• Section 8 Water Shortage Contingency Planning 

• Section 9 Demand Management Measures 

• Section 10 Plan Adoption, Submittal, and Implementation 

In addition to these sections, this Plan includes appendices providing supporting documentation and 
supplemental information. Pursuant to CWC §10644(a)(2), this Plan utilizes the standardized forms, 
tables, and displays developed by DWR for the reporting of water use and supply information required by 
the UWMP Act. This Plan also includes additional tables, figures, and maps to augment the set developed 
by DWR, as appropriate. The table headers indicate if the table is part of DWR’s standardized set of 
submittal tables. An overall lay description of the UWMP, including information related to water service 
reliability, potential issues, and strategies for managing reliability risks, is provided at the beginning of this 
UWMP. 
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1.4 UWMP in Relation to Other Efforts 

This Plan provides information specific to water management and planning within the City’s service area. 
However, water management does not happen in isolation; there are other planning processes that 
integrate with the UWMP to accomplish urban planning. Some of these relevant planning documents 
include:  

• Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin Western Management Area (WMA) Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (GSA) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) (2022) – Establishes 
sustainable management criteria for the groundwater basin from which the City draws its sole 
water supply. 

• City of Lompoc General Plan 2030 – Guides land use, growth management, and infrastructure 
planning within the City’s jurisdiction.  

• City of Lompoc 2023–2031 Housing Element – Identifies housing needs and planned development 
patterns within the City, including zoning strategies for accommodating affordable housing and 
future population growth. The City revised and adopted the 2023-2031 Housing Element in 2024. 

• City of Lompoc Environmental Justice Element (2024) – Outlines policies to reduce health risks 
in disadvantaged communities and improve equitable access to environmental benefits, including 
clean water, air, and public services. 

• City of Lompoc Annex to the Santa Barbara County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(2022) – Provides a localized assessment of natural hazards, vulnerabilities, and mitigation 
strategies relevant to City infrastructure, including the water supply system. The annex supports 
long-term resilience planning for droughts, floods, wildfires, and seismic events. 

• Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) Regional Growth Forecast 2050 – 
Provides population, household, and employment projections used to develop water demand 
forecasts through 2050. 

• Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) 2023–2031 – Prepared by the SBCAG, the RHNA 
defines lower-income housing allocations that inform projections of water use for affordable 
housing. 

• City of Lompoc 2023–2031 Housing Element – Identifies demographic and housing needs, 
including future lower-income units required by law. 

• Recycled Water Feasibility Study (2010) – Evaluates potential uses and infrastructure 
requirements for expanding recycled water supply. 

• Santa Barbara County Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan (2019) – 
Coordinates multi-agency strategies for flood protection, water quality, recycling, groundwater 
management, and ecosystem restoration across Santa Barbara County. 

• City of Lompoc Water Resources Study (2008) – Provides historical context on system challenges 
and past infrastructure investments. 

This Plan is both informed by, and helps to inform, these other local and regional planning efforts.  

1.5 Special Considerations 

This Plan includes information beyond the requirements of the UWMP Act to support other regulatory 
processes that rely on UWMP data, including the Delta Plan and permitting for ocean desalination 
projects.  
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1.5.1 Demonstration of Consistency with The Delta Plan for Participants in Covered Actions 

Although not required by the UWMP Act, in the 2025 UWMP Guidebook, DWR recommends that all 
suppliers that are participating in, or may participate in, receiving water from a proposed project that is 
considered a “covered action” under The Delta Plan by the Delta Stewardship Council – such as a 
(1) multiyear water transfer, (2) conveyance facility, or (3) new diversion that involves transferring water 
through, exporting water from, or using water in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) – provide 
information in their UWMP to demonstrate consistency with the Delta Plan Policy WR P1, Reduce Reliance 
on the Delta Through Improved Regional Water Self-Reliance (California Code of Regulations [CCR], Title 
23, Section 5003). This is not applicable to the City, as it relies solely on groundwater and does not use 
imported water from the Delta.  

1.5.2 Permitting for Ocean Desalination Projects  

California’s Water Supply Strategy: Adapting to a Hotter, Drier Future updates state priorities to address 
water supply shortages due to long-term drought and the accelerating impacts of climate change, 
including identifying opportunities to access new water sources such as ocean desalination. To streamline 
permitting for ocean desalination projects, the Seawater Desalination Siting and Streamlining Report to 
Expedite Permitting recommends that UWMPs clearly demonstrate the need for future or proposed ocean 
desalination projects. 

As discussed in Section 6 and Section 7, the City has sufficient water supplies available to meet projected 
demands through the 2050 planning horizon and does not anticipate the need for an ocean desalination 
project.  
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2 UWMP PREPARATION 
This section discusses the type of UWMP prepared by the City and includes information that will apply 
throughout the Plan. It also summarizes the coordination and outreach conducted during the Plan 
development.  

2.1 Basis for Preparing the UWMP 

 
An urban water supplier is defined in CWC §10617 as a supplier, either publicly or privately owned, 
providing water for municipal purposes either directly or indirectly to 3,000 customers or supplying more 
than 3,000 AF of water annually. Because the City is an urban water supplier providing water for municipal 
purposes to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 AF of water annually, it is obligated 
to develop and submit an UWMP to DWR by 1 July 2026.  

The City is exclusively a retail supplier and operates the Public Water System (PWS) listed in Table 2-1. 
PWSs are the systems that provide drinking water for human consumption and are regulated by the 
SWRCB, Division of Drinking Water (DDW). The SWRCB requires that water agencies report water usage 
and other relevant PWS information via the electronic Annual Reports to the Drinking Water Program 
(eARDWP). These data are used by the state to determine, among other things, whether an urban retail 
water supplier has reached the threshold for submitting a UWMP. In 2025, the City provided water to 

  CWC §10617  

“Urban water supplier” means a supplier, either publicly or privately owned, providing water for municipal 
purposes either directly or indirectly to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 acre-feet of 
water annually. An urban water supplier includes a supplier or contractor for water, regardless of the basis of 
right, which distributes or sells for ultimate resale to customers. This part applies only to water supplied from 
public water systems subject to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 116275) of Part 12 of Division 104 of the 
Health and Safety Code.  

  CWC §10608.12 

(t) “Urban retail water supplier” means a water supplier, either publicly or privately owned, that directly provides 
potable municipal water to more than 3,000 end users or that supplies more than 3,000 acre-feet of potable 
water annually at retail for municipal purposes. 

(w) “Urban wholesale water supplier” means a water supplier, either publicly or privately owned, that provides 
more than 3,000 acre-feet of water annually at wholesale for potable municipal purposes. 

  CWC §10608.20 

(a)(1) Urban retail water suppliers … may determine the targets on a fiscal year or calendar year basis. 

  CWC §10620 

(b) Every person that becomes an urban water supplier shall adopt an urban water management plan within one 
year after it has become an urban water supplier. 

  CWC §10621 

(a) Each urban water supplier shall update its plan at least once every five years on or before July 1, in years 
ending in six and one, incorporating updated and new information from the five years preceding each update. 

  California Health and Safety Code §116275 

(h) “Public Water System” means a system for the provision of water for human consumption through pipes or 
other constructed conveyances that has 15 or more service connections or regularly serves at least 25 individuals 
daily at least 60 days out of the year. 
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9,920 service connection and served 3,761 AF of water (Table 2-1). The City is therefore subject to the 
requirements of the UWMP Act.  

Urban water suppliers may elect to prepare an individual or regional UWMP, as well as be a member of 
an SB X7-7 Regional Alliance. As summarized in Table 2-2, the City has elected to prepare an individual 
UWMP and is not a member of an SB X7-7 Regional Alliance. 

Throughout this UWMP, water volume is reported in AF , unless otherwise noted, and data is presented on a 
calendar year basis (Table 2-3). Water use and planning data reported in this UWMP for calendar year 
2025 cover the full twelve months of the year, as required by the UWMP Guidelines.  

 
Table 2-1 Public Water Systems (DWR Table 2-1) 

PWS Number PWS Name Number of Municipal 
Connections 2025 

Volume of Water Supplied 
2025 (AF) 

CA4210006 City of Lompoc 9,920 3,761 

Total 9,920 3,761 
 

Table 2-2 Plan Identification (DWR Table 2-2)  
Type of Plan Name of RUWMP 

☒ Individual UWMP 

 ☐ Water Supplier is also a member of a SB X7-7 Regional Alliance  N/A 

☐ RUWMP  N/A 

 
Table 2-3 Supplier Identification (DWR Table 2-3) 

Type of Supplier 

☐ Supplier is a wholesale supplier 

☒ Supplier is a retail supplier 

Fiscal or Calendar Year 

☒ UWMP Tables are in calendar years 

☐ UWMP Tables are in fiscal years 

Units of measure used in UWMP 

Unit AF 

2.2 Standard Submittal Tables 

The Plan has been prepared in general accordance with the format suggested in DWR’s 2025 UWMP 
Guidebook. Text from the UWMP Act has been included in text boxes at the beginning of relevant section 
of this UWMP. The information presented in the respective UWMP sections, and the associated text, 
figures, and charts are collectively intended to fulfill the requirements of that sub-section of the UWMP 
Act. To the extent practicable, supporting documentation is also provided in Appendix A through 
Appendix G. Other sources for the information contained herein are provided in the references section 
of the document. 
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Per CWC §10644(a)(2), selected information for the UWMP updates must be presented in standardized 
tables for electronic submittal to DWR. Text and tables in the main body of the UWMP document have 
been cross-referenced to the companion DWR tables, included in Appendix B. Per the 2025 UWMP 
Guidebook, the UWMP preparer is requested to complete a checklist of specific UWMP requirements to 
assist the DWR review of the submitted UWMP. The completed checklist is included in Appendix A. 

Further, consistent with the 2025 UWMP Guidebook, the terms “water use”, “water consumption”, and 
“water demand” are used interchangeably in this UWMP. 

2.3 Coordination and Outreach 

Coordination with other water suppliers, cities, counties, and other community organizations in the region 
is an important part of preparing a UWMP and WSCP. This section identifies the agencies and 
organizations the City sought to coordinate with during the preparation of this Plan.  

2.3.1 Wholesale and Retail Coordination 

 
As summarized in Table 2-4, the City is fully reliant on local groundwater supplies to meet potable demand 
and does not purchase water supply from a wholesaler. Therefore, CWC §10631(h) is not applicable to 
the City. 

Table 2-4 Water Supplier Information Exchange (DWR Table 2-4) 

Wholesale Water Supplier Name 

N/A 

NOTES: The City is fully reliant on local groundwater supplies for potable supply and does not 
purchase water supply from a wholesaler; therefore, CWC §10631(h) is not applicable to the 
City. 

  CWC §10631 

(h) An urban water supplier that relies upon a wholesale agency for a source of water shall provide the wholesale 
agency with water use projections from that agency for that source of water in five-year increments to 20 years 
or as far as data is available. The wholesale agency shall provide information to the urban water supplier for 
inclusion in the urban water supplier’s plan that identifies and quantifies, to the extent practicable, the existing 
and planned sources of water as required by subdivision (b), available from the wholesale agency to the urban 
water supplier over the same five-year increments, and during various water-year types in accordance with 
subdivision. 

(f) An urban water supplier may rely upon water supply information provided by the wholesale agency in fulfilling 
the plan informational requirements of subdivisions (b) and (f). 
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2.3.2 Coordination with Other Agencies and the Community 

 
The City collaborates with a variety of stakeholders to achieve coordination and consistency across local 
and regional planning documents. Accordingly, this Plan draws upon information contained in local and 
regional water resource plans to the extent data from these plans are applicable and available, as 
described in Section 1.4.  

This Plan was prepared in close coordination with the City’s Utilities Department and has been aligned 
with the City’s broader planning efforts, including those led by the Economic & Community Development 
Department. The UWMP relies on the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050, which is consistent with the 
City’s 2030 General Plan and 2023-2031 Housing Element. 

2.3.3 Notice to Cities and Counties 

 
The City coordinated with multiple neighboring and stakeholder agencies to prepare the 2025 UWMP. 
The coordinated efforts were conducted to 1) inform these agencies of the City’s efforts and activities; 2) 
gather high quality data for use in developing this UWMP; and 3) coordinate planning activities with other 
related regional plans and initiatives.  

The City provided notice to the entities and the communities it serves, as well as neighboring 
communities, at the start of the UWMP process on 30 January 2026, more than 60 days prior to the public 
hearing, informing them that the Plan was going to be reviewed and updated. Entities who received a 60-
Day Notice are listed in Table 10-1, and correspondence is provided in Appendix C.  

The City also sought public participation and notified the public of its intent to adopt its UWMP through a 
public hearing and notices to members of the community. Additional information on public participation, 
including information on noticing, is provided in Section 10 and in Appendix D.

  CWC §10620 

(d)(3) Each urban water supplier shall coordinate the preparation of its plan with other appropriate agencies in 
the area, including other water suppliers that share a common source, water management agencies, and relevant 
public agencies, to the extent practicable. 

  CWC §10642 

Each urban water supplier shall encourage the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic 
elements of the population within the service area prior to and during the preparation of both the plan and the 
water shortage contingency plan… 

 

  CWC §10621  

(b) Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan pursuant to this part shall, at least 60 days before the 
public hearing on the plan required by Section 10642, notify any city or county within which the supplier provides 
water supplies that the urban water supplier will be reviewing the plan and considering amendments or changes 
to the plan. 
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3 SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION 
This section of the UWMP provides a description of the City’s water system and service area, including 
climate, population, demographics, and land uses to help in understanding various elements of water 
supply and demand.  

3.1 General Description 

The City is located in western Santa Barbara County, approximately 50 miles northwest of the City of Santa 
Barbara. The City provides water service to about 7.3 square miles in the western portion of the City’s 
boundaries, encompassing approximately 89% of the City’s population and 76% of the City’s land area. 
Figure 3-1 shows the City service area.  

The City pumps groundwater from the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin) to meet potable 
demands. The City owns and operates 10 wells with a combined pumping capacity of approximately 
7,500 gallons per minute (GPM). In addition, the City owns and operates the Lompoc Regional Wastewater 
Reclamation Plant (LRWRP) that produces tertiary recycled water for non-potable demands, including 
landscape irrigation and construction. The remainder of the effluent from the LRWRP is released into the 
San Miguelito Creek. The City does not have any locally developed surface water or purchased imported 
water supplies, and it does not distribute desalinated water within its service area.  

  CWC §10631 

(a) Describe the service area of the supplier… 
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Figure 3-1 City Location and Service Boundaries 

3.2 Service Area Climate 

 
The City’s climate is characterized by a cool-summer Mediterranean climate, with mild, wet winters and 
warm, dry summers. Based on data downloaded from the California Irrigation Management Information 
System (CIMIS) for 2010 – 2024, most rainfall occurs between January and May (Table 3-1). On average, 
the City receives 11.3 inches of rainfall annually, and the average annual evapotranspiration (ETo) is 40.5 

  CWC §10631 

(a) Describe the service area of the supplier, …“climate…” 

  CWC §10635 

(b)(4) Considerations of the historical drought hydrology, plausible changes on projected supplies and demands 
under climate change conditions, anticipated regulatory changes, and other locally applicable criteria. 
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inches. Maximum daily air temperature averages 63 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) during the summer months, 
and 60°F in the winter months. 

Table 3-1 Climate Characteristics (2010 – 2024) 
Month Average Temperature Standard Average ETo 

(inches) 
Average Rainfall 

(inches) Min (°F) Max (°F) 

January 36 60 2.1 1.48 

February 37 60 2.4 1.0 

March 40 60 3.7 1.3 

April 42 61 4.7 0.58 

May 45 61 5.4 0.46 

June 47 62 4.8 0.07 

July 50 63 4.5 0.10 

August 50 64 3.9 0.10 

September 49 66 3.1 0.2 

October 44 67 2.6 1.6 

November 37 63 1.7 1.8 

December 36 59 1.6 2.7 

Annual 43 62 40.5 11.3 

SOURCE: Lompoc CIMIS Station ID 231. 

According to the City’s Public Review Draft Safety Element, average maximum temperatures are projected 
to rise by up to 6.6°F by the end of the century, and the number of extreme heat days may increase from 
four to as many as twelve per year. Precipitation is expected to see minimal net change in annual totals 
but potentially more intense storms under both Representative Concentration Pathway (RCP) 4.5 and 
RCP 8.5 scenarios. Additional projected climate impacts include heightened wildfire and landslide risk and 
worsened air quality, particularly affecting vulnerable populations (City, 2025). Figure 3-2 shows the City’s 
future temperature projections based on Cal-Adapt’s climate data, based on Localized Constructed 
Analogs downscaled Coupled Model Intercomparison Project model.  
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Figure 3-2 Observed and Forecasted Temperature for City’s Service Area  

Changing climate can affect both water demands and supplies. For example, extreme and elevated 
temperatures can lead to increases in water use; changing runoff patterns could result in changes in 
stream flows and reservoir operations; projection of frequent, severe, prolonged droughts could lead to 
not only less surface water available but also exacerbate ongoing stressors in groundwater basins. Some 
of these pressures are already apparent in California as of 2025.  

Pursuant to the CWC requirements and the 2025 UWMP Guidebook, this Plan incorporates climate change 
considerations into the following relevant sections: 

• Section 3 – Service Area Description 

• Section 4 – Water Use Characterization 

• Section 5 – SB X7-7 Baseline, 2020 Target, and 2025 Reporting 

• Section 6 – Normal Year Water Supply Characterization 

• Section 7 – Water Supply Reliability Assessment 

In addition, this Plan incorporates the following documents by reference that include information on 
climate change hazards and mitigation actions within the City’s service area: 

• The City’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP; adopted 2023), which identifies climate-related 
hazards and outlines mitigation strategies relevant to the City’s water System. The LHMP includes 
assessments of drought, seismic vulnerability, and other natural hazards that could disrupt water 
service or infrastructure. Through this coordination, the City continues to strengthen its 
preparedness and resilience planning. Actions identified to enhance water system resilience 
include improving emergency response protocols, reinforcing critical infrastructure, and ensuring 
long-term supply reliability in the face of climate-related risks (City of Lompoc, 2023a). 
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• The Guadalupe-Lompoc Climate Action Initiative, which engages community stakeholders to 
prioritize resilience measures for wildfire, heat, air quality, and water resource sustainability in 
Lompoc Valley (County of Santa Barbara, 2025). 

• The Santa Barbara County 2030 Climate Action Plan, adopted in 2024, includes water-related 
mitigation measures and climate adaptation strategies aligned with regional goals and applicable 
within the City’s jurisdiction (County of Santa Barbara, 2024).  

• The Western Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Plan (WMA GSP), approved by DWR 
in 2024, incorporates the effects of climate change in the future water budget for the Basin’s 
WMA (WMA GSA, 2022). 

3.3 Service Area Population and Demographics 

As previously described, the City provides water service to about 7.3 square miles in the western portion 
of the City’s boundaries, encompassing approximately 89% of the City’s population and 76% of the City’s 
land area. The City estimates its current service area population using U.S. Census Block population counts 
from the American Community Survey (ACS) 2023 5-Year Estimates. The ACS estimates are spatially 
weighted using area factors to reflect the water service area, a method consistent with the approach used 
by the DWR Population Tool. In 2025, the City’s service area population was 44,570.  

Current and projected service area populations are shown in Table 3-2. Projected population is based on 
growth rates from the on the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050 Citywide, which reflects regional 
demographic trends, local planning data, and land use projections within the City’s jurisdictional 
boundaries. By 2050, the total population within the City’s service area is expected to be 48,486, which 
represents a 0.34% annual growth rate compared to the 2025 population. 

Table 3-2 Population – Current and Projected (DWR Table 3-1) 

Population 
Served 

2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 

44,570 45,688 46,621 47,833 48,299 48,486 
NOTES: Current service area population was estimated using ACS 2023, spatially weighted to the 
service area consistent with DWR’s Population Tool. Future population was estimated using growth 
rates from the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050. 

3.3.1 Future Employment Growth  

Current and projected service area employment are shown in Table 3-3. The City’s employment is 
projected to growth at a rate of 0.54%. Employment within the City’s service area was estimated by 
applying the ratio of the service area population to total City population (based on 2023 U.S. Census ACS 
data) to the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050 employment projections for the overall City. This 
approach ensures consistency between population and employment projections within the City’s actual 
water service area. 

  CWC §10631 

(a) Describe the service area of the supplier, including current and projected population … other social, economic 
and demographic factors affecting the supplier’s water management planning. The projected population 
estimates shall be based upon data from the state, regional, or local service agency population projections within 
the service area of the urban water supplier and shall be in five-year increments to 20 years or as far as data is 
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Table 3-3 Employment – Current and Projected 

Service Area 
Employment 

2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 

13,128 13,501 13,874 14,257 14,620 14,993 

NOTES: Service area employment was estimated by scaling SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050 
Citywide projections to the service area population in Table 3-2. 

3.3.2 Other Social, Economic, and Demographic Factors 

The City’s largest population groups consist of young adults aged 25 to 44 (28.7%) and school age children 
(21.6%). Lompoc’s median age is 33 years old. Following national trends, the City has experienced an 
increasing senior population, indicating a need for additional special housing stock and supportive 
services. Compared to surrounding jurisdictions, the City has a low college-age population (8.4%), possibly 
due to a lack of four-year institutions in or near city limits. Hispanic/Latino residents represent the largest 
race/ethnic group in the City, at 57%. White (non-Hispanic/Latino) residents make up the second largest 
race/ethnic group in the City, representing 31.7% of the total population. Median household income is 
lower than for the state. About 60% of households in the City have an income ranging from $35,000 to 
$149,999, with the largest percentage in the $50,000-$99,999 range (City, 2023b). Per DWR’s 2023 
Disadvantaged Community (DAC) and Economically Distressed Area (EDA) Mapping Tool, the entire City 
is designated as a DAC.3  

The age composition of the City’s housing stock is older compared to the state’s. Around 83% of the City’s 
housing units are over 30 years old, and approximately 62% are more than 50 years old (City, 2023b). 
Homes built after 1980 are two times more efficient in water use than those built prior to water efficiency 
standards, mostly due to water efficient fixtures that are required for new construction (PPIC, 2016).  

3.4 Land Uses within Service Area 

The primary land use within the City service area is residential, followed by commercial, industrial, and 
public/institutional uses. Agricultural and open space lands are generally concentrated on the periphery 
of the service area. 

General Plans are required by State law to guide land use and development within cities (California 
Government Code [CGC] §65030.1). The City’s long-range land use and development framework is 
established by the City’s 2030 General Plan. This document sets forth goals and policies for housing, 
commercial and industrial growth, public facilities, and infrastructure through the year 2030. The City is 
currently completing a technical update to the 2030 General Plan, which includes revisions to the Safety 
and Circulation Elements and the adoption of a new Environmental Justice Element. 

In addition to the 2030 General Plan, the City completed a Housing Element update in November 2024 to 
align with Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) requirements and is currently implementing its 

 
3 DWR’s DAC and EDA Mapping Tool is available at: https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/dacs/. This analysis relies on ACS 
2019 – 2023 data for Census Places.  

  CWC §10631 

(a) ...The description shall include the current and projected land uses within the existing or anticipated service 
area affecting the supplier’s water management planning. Urban water suppliers shall coordinate with local or 
regional land use authorities to determine the most appropriate land use information, including, where 
appropriate, land use information obtained from local or regional land use authorities… 



Section 3 2025 Urban Water Management Plan 
Service Area Description City of Lompoc 

  PUBLIC DRAFT | APRIL 2026 
 3-7 EKI Environment & Water 

2023-2031 Housing Element, which may include rezoning and small-area plans to accommodate lower-
income housing targets. 

The 2030 General Plan and its related planning documents continue to guide land use decisions, and no 
major amendments to the land use element have occurred since adoption. However, implementation of 
the 2023-2031 Housing Element is expected to result in infill development, increased residential density 
in targeted zones, and potential updates to zoning and land use policies to meet RHNA targets.
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4 WATER USE CHARACTERIZATION 

This section describes and quantifies the City’s historical, current, and projected water uses through 2050. 
All water served by the City is potable; there is no non-potable water use. For the purposes of this UWMP, 
the terms “water use” and “water demand” are used interchangeably.  

  CWC §10635 

(a) Every urban water Supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, an assessment of the 
reliability of its water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry water years. This water 
supply and demand assessment shall compare the total water supply sources available to the water supplier 
with the long-term total projected water use over the next 20 years, in five-year increments, for a normal water 
year, a single dry water year, and a drought lasting five consecutive water years. The water service reliability 
assessment shall be based upon the information compiled pursuant to Section 10631, including available data 
from state, regional, or local agency population projections within the service area of the urban water supplier. 

  CWC §10631 

(d)(1) For an urban retail water supplier, quantify, to the extent records are available, past and current water use, 
over the same five-year increments described in subdivision (a), and projected water use, based upon information 
developed pursuant to subdivision (a), identifying the uses among water use sectors, including, but not necessarily 
limited to, all of the following… 

(d)(2) The water use projections shall be in the same five-year increments described in subdivision (a). 

(d)(4)(A) Water use projections, where available, shall display and account for the water savings estimated to 
result from adopted codes, standards, ordinances, or transportation and land use plans identified by the urban 
water supplier, as applicable to the service area. 

(d)(4)(B) To the extent that an urban water supplier reports the information described in subparagraph (A), an 
urban water supplier shall do both of the following: (i) Provide citations of the various codes, standards, 
ordinances, or transportation and land use plans utilized in making the projections. (ii) Indicate the extent that 
the water use projections consider savings from codes, standards, ordinances, or transportation and land use 
plans. Water use projections that do not account for these water savings shall be noted of that fact. 
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4.1 Water Use Sectors 

 
Demand within City’s water service area is measured using water meters that are installed at each 
customer account. Records of current and historical water use at each account are maintained by City’s 
Utility Department. Demand within the City’s service area is tracked and reported for the following 
sectors: 

• Single Family Residential: Attached or detached dwelling units that are individually metered. 

• Multi-Family Residential: Two or more dwelling units served by a common water meter. Water 
use is predominately for indoor water uses; irrigation water use for multiple family sites is usually 
separately metered and listed in the irrigation sector. 

• Commercial/Institutional: Commercial accounts generally represent businesses that provide or 
distribute products or services, while institutional accounts typically consist of public service 
entities such as schools, colleges and universities, hospitals, government facilities, courts, 
churches, and nonprofit research organizations. 

• Industrial: Customers engaged in manufacturing or processing materials. 

• Landscape: Accounts dedicated solely to landscape irrigation. 

• Other: Includes miscellaneous customers not listed elsewhere. 

The City’s total water demand includes water consumed by metered accounts in the service area (metered 
water use), authorized but unbilled uses, and water losses within the system. These losses are further 
divided into apparent and real losses. The latter accounts for physical losses within the distribution system 
caused by seepage, leaks, and spills, while the former accounts for accounting losses due to meter 
inaccuracies, data handling errors, and unauthorized consumption. 

Water use categories described in CWC §10631(d)(1)(G) through (I), listed below, were not included in 
the City’s water demand calculations because they do not apply to the system: 

• Sales to other agencies; 

  CWC §10631  

(d)(1) For an urban retail water supplier, quantify, to the extent records are available, past and current water 
use, over the same five-year increments described in subdivision (a), and projected water use, based upon 
information developed pursuant to subdivision (a), identifying the uses among water use sectors, including, but 
not necessarily limited to, all of the following: 

(A) Single-family residential. 

(B) Multifamily. 

(C) Commercial. 

(D) Industrial. 

(E) Institutional and governmental. 

(F) Landscape. 

(G) Sales to other agencies. 

(H) Saline water intrusion barriers, groundwater recharge, or conjunctive use, or any combination thereof. 

(I) Agricultural. 

(J) Distribution system water loss. 
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• Saline water intrusion barriers, groundwater recharge, or conjunctive use, or any combination 
thereof; and  

• Agricultural. 

4.2 Past and Current Water Demand 

 
Past water uses inform an understanding of water use trends which are crucial for developing water use 
projections. Figure 4-1 shows the 2021 through 2025 water uses and Table 4-1 shows the 2025 actual 
demand by water use. For planning purposes, distribution system water loss was calculated as the 
difference between metered groundwater production (see Table 6-1) and metered water use. Residential 
customers (i.e., single family and multi-family residential and associated water losses) account for the 
majority of water use in the service area – approximately 69% of total demand in 2025. The other major 
use category is commercial and institutional/governmental, which represent approximately 26% of total 
2025 demand. Together, residential, commercial and institutional/governmental customers, including 
associated distribution system losses, comprise about 92% to 96% of total demand in a given year. 

 

 
Figure 4-1 Total Past Uses - 2021 – 2025 Actual  

 

  CWC §10631 

(d)(1) For an urban retail water supplier, quantify, to the extent records are available, past and current water 
use… based upon information developed pursuant to subdivision (a), identifying the uses among water use 
sectors…  
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Table 4-1 Total Uses for Potable and Non-Potable Water - 2025 Actual (DWR Table 4-1) 

Use Type Additional Description 
2025 Actual Water Use 

Potable or Non-
Potable 

Volume  
(AF) 

Single Family  Potable 1,716 

Multi-Family  Potable 795 

Commercial (a)  Potable 920 

Industrial  Potable 35 

Landscape  Potable 166 

Distribution System Water Loss (b) Potable 129 

Subtotal Potable 3,761 

Subtotal Non-Potable 0 

Total 3,761 
NOTES: 
(a) Institutional/governmental is included in commercial.  
(b) Distribution system loss was calculated as the difference between metered groundwater 
production and metered water use within the service area. 

The City’s per capita water demand has been decreasing over the past few decades. According to the 
County of Santa Barbara’s Regional Water Efficiency Program Annual Reports, the City’s water demand 
has declined by approximately 30% since 2015 (Santa Barbara County, n.d.), despite that year being an 
extreme drought year with state mandated conservation requirements. As shown in Figure 4-2, per capita 
water use based on total water demand within the City’s service area decreased by approximately 
1.9 gallons per person per day (GPCD) between 2010 and 2024. Similarly, per capita water use based on 
only residential water demand decreased by approximately 1.1 GPCD between 2010 and 2024 despite 
population growth. This demand reduction reflects a combination of efficiency efforts, including public 
outreach, water use efficiency rebate programs, and the City’s ongoing Leak Detection and Repair Project 
to reduce water system losses.  
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Figure 4-2 Total and Residential Per Capita Water Use 



Section 4 2025 Urban Water Management Plan 
Water Use Characterization City of Lompoc 

  PUBLIC DRAFT | APRIL 2026 
 4-6 EKI Environment & Water 

4.3 Projected Water Demand 

 
Future water demands within City’s service area are estimated as the sum of the future demands 
associated with population and employment growth within the service area, which are calibrated to 
population, housing, and employment growth projections contained in the SBCAG Regional Growth 
Forecast 2050. 

Water use in 2021 was used as a baseline water demand as it represented the highest annual demand in 
the past five years and thus provides a conservative basis for projections. Residential demands (i.e., single 
family and multi-family) were scaled proportionally to the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050 
population projections, while all other non-residential demands (i.e., commercial, industrial, 
institutional/governmental, landscape, and other) were scaled proportionally to the SBCAG Regional 
Growth Forecast 2050 employment projections. While distribution system losses have declined over the 
past few years due to the City’s proactive efforts through the ongoing Leak Detection and Repair Project, 
for planning purposes, distribution system water loss was conservatively assumed to remain consistent 
with average loss between 2021 and 2025 at 8% of total water demand. 

Average water use per service is adjusted over the forecast period to account for expected changes in 
usage associated with passive water savings, which are primarily driven by the interaction of plumbing 
codes and appliance standards with the turnover of the existing stock of appliances and plumbing fixtures 

  CWC §10631 

(d)(1) For an urban retail water supplier, quantify, to the extent records are available, … projected water use, 
based upon information developed pursuant to subdivision (a), identifying the uses among water use sectors… 

(d)(2) The water use projections shall be in the same five-year increments described in subdivision (a). 

  CWC §10631.1 

(a) The water use projections required by Section 10631 shall include projected water use for single-family and 
multifamily residential housing needed for lower income households, as defined in Section 50079.5 of the Health 
and Safety Code, as identified in the housing element of any city, county, or city and county in the service area of 
the supplier.  

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the identification of projected water use for single-family and multifamily 
residential housing for lower income households will assist a supplier in complying with the requirements under 
Section 65589.7 of the Government Code to grant a priority for the provision of service to housing units affordable 
to lower income households.  

  CWC §10633 

The plan shall provide, to the extent available, information on recycled water...and shall include all of the 
following:...  

(e) The projected use of recycled water within the supplier’s service area at the end of 5, 10, 15, and 20 years, 
and a description of the actual use of recycled water in comparison to uses previously projected pursuant to this 
subdivision...  

  CWC §10635 

(a) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, an assessment of the 
reliability of its water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry water years. This water supply 
and demand assessment shall compare the total water supply sources available to the water supplier with the 
long-term total projected water use over the next 20 years, in five-year increments, for a normal water year, a 
single dry water year, and a drought lasting five consecutive water years. The water service reliability assessment 
shall be based upon the information compiled pursuant to Section 10631, including available data from state, 
regional, or local agency population projections within the service area of the urban water supplier. 
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as well as the addition of new appliances and plumbing fixtures. The anticipated conservation savings 
have been subtracted from the baseline water demand projections.  

4.3.1 Passive Savings Adjustment 

 
Passive savings result primarily from: (1) the natural replacement of existing plumbing fixtures with water-
efficient models required under current plumbing code standards, (2) the installation of water-efficient 
fixtures and equipment in new buildings and retrofits as required under CALGreen Building Code 
Standards, (3) inclusion of low-water use landscaping and high-efficiency irrigation systems to minimize 
outdoor water use in new connections and projects in accordance with the State’s Model Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance (MWELO), and (4) restricted use of potable water for the irrigation of nonfunctional 
turf located on commercial, industrial, and institutional (CII) properties in accordance with AB 1572. 

Table 4-2 Inclusion in Water Use Projections (DWR Table 4-3) 
Are Future Water Savings Included in Projections? Yes 

If "Yes" to above: State the section or page number, in the cell to the right, where 
citations of the codes, ordinances, or otherwise are utilized in demand projections are 
found. 

Section 4.2.2 

Are Lower-Income Residential Demands Included in Projections? Yes 

If the method for accounting Lower Income Residential Demands has been included, 
provide page number where this accounting can be found. 

4-6 

NOTES: The entire service area is designated as a DAC (see Section 3.3.2), therefore all projected 
residential demands are for DACs. All the City’s residential customers, regardless of income level, are 
metered and thus the demands of residential customers with lower incomes are part of the single- and 
multi-family water uses shown in Table 4-1 and Table 4-4. 

The passive savings adjustments reflect the effects of the following codes and regulations: 

• AB 715 (2007) requires that any toilet or urinal sold or installed in California on or after January 
1, 2014, must not exceed flush ratings of 1.28 gallons per flush (gpf) for toilets and 0.5 gpf for 
urinals. These standards superseded the earlier 1991 limits of 1.6 and 1.0 gpf, respectively. In 
response to the Governor’s Emergency Drought Response EO B-29-15, the California Energy 
Commission adopted new urinal standards in April 2015, reducing allowable use to 0.125 gpf—75 
percent lower than the AB 715 standard. 

• California Appliance Efficiency Regulations (CCR, Title 20, Sections 1601-1609) set a two-tier 
standard for showerheads: a maximum flow rate of 2.0 GPM for models manufactured on or after 

  CWC §10631(d)(4) 

(A) Water use projections, where available, shall display and account for the water savings estimated to result 
from adopted codes, standards, ordinances, or transportation and land use plans identified by the urban water 
supplier, as applicable to the service area. 

(B) To the extent that an urban water supplier reports the information described in subparagraph (A), an urban 
water supplier shall do both of the following: 

(i) Provide citations of the various codes, standards, ordinances, or transportation and land use plans utilized in 
making the projections. 

(ii) Indicate the extent that the water use projections consider savings from codes, standards, ordinances, or 
transportation and land use plans. Water use projections that do not account for these water savings shall be 
noted of that fact.  



Section 4 2025 Urban Water Management Plan 
Water Use Characterization City of Lompoc 

  PUBLIC DRAFT | APRIL 2026 
 4-8 EKI Environment & Water 

July 1, 2016, and a maximum flow rate of 1.8 GPM for models manufactured on or after July 1, 
2018. 

• Federal appliance water efficiency standards for residential and commercial clothes washers and 
dishwashers are established by the U.S. Department of Energy under the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act. 

• CALGreen Building Code requires new construction and renovations in California. CALGreen 
includes prescriptive indoor standards limiting water consumption of plumbing fixtures and 
fittings, as well as an optional performance path requiring a 20 percent reduction in indoor water 
use relative to a calculated baseline using CALGreen worksheets. 

• SB 407 (2009) mandates that all buildings constructed on or before January 1, 1994, retrofit 
noncompliant plumbing fixtures to meet current state efficiency standards. The law also requires 
sellers of single-family homes, effective January 1, 2017, to disclose in writing whether required 
plumbing fixture replacements have been completed. Similar disclosure requirements for multi-
family and commercial properties took effect January 1, 2019. SB 837 (2011) reinforced these 
requirements by adding corresponding disclosure elements to the statutory property transfer 
disclosure statement. 

• MWELO was updated by the California Water Commission in 2015. MWELO (or a locally adopted 
equivalent) limits water use for new and rehabilitated landscapes. Under MWELO, the maximum 
applied water allowance is set at 55 percent of reference evapotranspiration for residential 
landscapes and 45 percent for commercial landscapes, with exceptions for special uses such as 
sports fields, parks, or landscapes irrigated with recycled water. 

• AB 1572 (2023), effective January 2024, prohibits the use of potable water for irrigating 
nonfunctional turf on CII properties—excluding cemeteries—as well as on properties managed by 
homeowners’ associations, common interest developments, and similar entities. The prohibition 
does not extend to other types of landscaping, such as drought-tolerant plantings.  

The passive savings adjustments were estimated with the Alliance for Water Efficiency’s Water 
Conservation Tracking Tool (AWE Tracking Tool), a quantitative model widely used to assess passive water 
savings.4 Passive water savings are summarized in Table 4-3.  

Table 4-3 Passive Water Savings Projection (DWR Optional 4-4) 

Description 
(Codes, Standards, Ordinances, or Plans) 

Passive Savings (AF) 

2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 

Passive Water Savings 141 245 336 394 435 

NOTES: Passive conservation water savings based on the AWE Tracking Tool.  

4.3.2 Projected Water Demand by Sector 

The City’s projected water demands incorporating passive water savings are provided in Table 4-4. Water 
demand within the City’s service area is projected to remain relatively constant over the forecast period, 
consistent with the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast 2050 and an applied passive water savings 
adjustment from Table 4-3. Residential water use (i.e., single family and multi-family residential and 
associated water losses) is anticipated to account for 75% of the City’s future water demand. The total 

 
4AWE Tracking Tool is available at: https://allianceforwaterefficiency.org/resource/water-conservation-tracking-
tool/    
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annual water demand is expected to reach 4,182 AF in 2050, approximately 11% higher than 2025 
demand. There are no current or anticipated future non-potable demands met by recycled water supplies, 
as discussed in Section 6.  

Table 4-4 Total Uses of Potable and Non-Potable Water - Projected (DWR Table 4-2) 

Use Type Additional 
Description 

Projected Water Use (AF) 

Potable or 
Non-Potable 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 

(Opt)   

Single Family  Potable 1,907 1,896 1,903 1,896 1,885 

Multi-Family  Potable 985 979 983 979 973 

Commercial (a) Potable 628 629 632 640 650 

Industrial  Potable 31 31 32 32 32 

Landscape  Potable 262 262 263 266 270 

Other  Potable 34 34 34 34 35 
Distribution System 
Water Loss  Potable 336 335 337 336 336 

Subtotal Potable 4,183 4,166 4,184 4,183 4,182 

Subtotal Non-Potable 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 4,183 4,166 4,184 4,183 4,182 
NOTES:  
(a) Institutional/governmental is included in commercial.  

All known proposed development projects within the City’s service area have been accounted for in the 
projections described above. While no additional demands outside of this forecast are currently included, 
the City may explore providing an emergency intertie to Vandenberg Space Force Base (VSFB) in the 
future. This intertie could also present opportunities to establish ongoing daily sales to the VSFB and the 
Lompoc Federal Correction Institution. These opportunities are in the early conceptual stages and are 
therefore not included in the demand projections provided herein; however, they could be incorporated 
in future UWMP updates if the projects advance.  
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4.3.3 Water Use by Lower Income Households 

 
As affirmed in Table 4-2, lower income residential demands are included in the projections of future water 
use. Per Health and Safety Code 50079.5, a lower income household is defined as a household with lower 
than 80% of its city’s median income. The U.S. Census ACS 2023 5-Year Estimate indicates that in 2023, 
approximately 17% of the City’s housing units served residents with less than 80% of the median income 
(ACS, 2023). Therefore, it is assumed that approximately 17% of the future residential water demand and 
associated distribution system water losses provided in Table 4-4 (about 542 AF by 2050) will be 
associated with lower income households.  

4.4 Distribution System Water Loss 

 

4.4.1 Previous Five Years Distribution System Losses  

Water loss is the sum of apparent and real losses. Apparent loss is associated with metering inaccuracies, 
billing and administrative errors, authorized unmetered uses (e.g., system flushing and firefighting), and 
unauthorized uses. Real loss is associated with physical water loss through line breaks, leaks and seeps, 
and overflows of storage tanks.  

Since 2016, urban retail water suppliers have been required under CWC §10608.34 and CCR §638.1 et seq 
to quantify distribution system water losses using the American Water Works Association (AWWA) Free 
Water Audit Software (referred to as “water loss audit reports”). Table 4-5 summarizes the water loss 
audit reports submitted to the DWR since 2021.  

  CWC §10631.1 

(a) The water use projections required by Section 10631 shall include projected water use for single-family and 
multifamily residential housing needed for lower income households, as defined in Section 50079.5 of the Health 
and Safety Code, as identified in the housing element of any city, county, or city and county in the service area of 
the supplier.  

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the identification of projected water use for single-family and multifamily 
residential housing for lower income households will assist a supplier in complying with the requirements under 
Section 65589.7 of the Government Code to grant a priority for the provision of service to housing units affordable 
to lower income households.  

  California Health and Safety Code §50079.5  

(a) “Lower income households” means persons and families whose income does not exceed the qualifying limits 
for lower income families… In the event the federal standards are discontinued, the department shall, by 
regulation, establish income limits for lower income households for all geographic areas of the state at 80 percent 
of area median income, adjusted for family size and revised annually. 

  CWC §10631(3)  

(A) The distribution system water loss shall be quantified for each of the five years preceding the plan update, in 
accordance with rules adopted pursuant to Section 10608.34. 

(B) The distribution system water loss quantification shall be reported in accordance with a worksheet approved 
or developed by the department through a public process. The water loss quantification worksheet shall be based 
on the water system balance methodology developed by the American Water Works Association. 

(C) In the plan due July 1, 2021, and in each update thereafter, data shall be included to show whether the urban 
retail water supplier met the distribution loss standards enacted by the board pursuant to Section 10608.34. 
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Table 4-5 Water Loss Audit Reporting (DWR Table 4-5) 

PWS ID # Reported in DWR Table 2-1R Reporting Period Submitted to DWR Water Loss 
Audit Program 

CA4210006 

2020 Yes 

2021 Yes 

2022 Yes 

2023 Yes 

2024 Yes 
NOTES: Submitted water loss audit reports are available at: https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/. Reports 
are submitted on a fiscal year basis. 

4.4.2 Progress Toward Meeting the Water Loss Performance Standard 

In 2022, the SWRCB adopted new performance standards for urban retail water suppliers that would 
reduce water loss by nearly 35%. Effective starting in 2023, the SWRCB provided a volumetric standard to 
each urban retail water supplier that sets cost-effective levels of achievable water loss given each water 
system’s characteristics and budgets. Suppliers will be required to start meeting individual volumetric loss 
standards over a three-year period beginning January 2028. This water loss is one component of the 
MCCWL.  

Table 4-6 demonstrates the City’s progress towards meeting the 2028 water loss standard. While real and 
apparent water losses currently exceed their respective standards, the City is taking proactive steps to 
reduce distribution system losses through its ongoing Leak Detection and Repair Project and expects to 
be compliant with the standards by the 2028 deadline. 
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Table 4-6 Progress Towards 2028 Water Loss Standard (DWR Table 4-6) 

PWS ID # 

Did the 
SWRCB 

Calculate a 
Water Loss 

Standard for 
this PWS? 

Real Water Loss Apparent Water Loss 

SWRCB Standard Most Recent AWWA Loss Audit (a) SWRCB Standard Most Recent AWWA Loss Audit (a) 

2028 Real 
Water Loss 
Standard 

per Unit per 
day (b) 

Units for 
Real Water 

Loss 

Number of 
Units (c) 

Volume of 
Total Real 

Loss 
(AF) (d) 

Real Water 
Loss per Unit 

per Day 

2028 
Apparent 

Water Loss 
Standard 

per Unit per 
Day 

Units for 
Apparent 

Water Loss 

Number of 
Connections 

(c) 

Volume of 
Total 

Apparent 
Loss 

(AF) (d) 

Apparent 
Water Loss 
per Unit per 

Day 

CA4210006 Yes 17.7 

Gallons 
per 

service 
connectio
n per day 
(GPSCD) 

10,052 389.3 34.6 3.4 GPSCD 10,052 90.9 8.1 

NOTES:  
(a) The most recent AWWA water loss audit report was submitted in December 2025 for fiscal year 2024/2025. 
(b) The City’s SWRCB Real Water Loss Standard was set at 17.7 GPSCD on 4 April 2024. Per SWRCB updates dated 8 December 2025, the City’s SWRCB Real 
Water Loss Standard was revised to 10.9 GPSCD. However, the SWRCB’s most recent table, updated on 30 January 2026, shows a Real Water Loss 
Standard of 17.7 GPSCD. For consistency, this table reflects the most recent update.  
(c) Slight discrepancies may occurs with the number of connections reported in Table 2-1 because the eARDWP and water loss audit report can rely on 
different definitions, data sources, and reporting periods for connections.  
(d) The total water loss reported in this table differs from that shown in Table 4-1 due to differences in estimation methods. Table 4-1 calculates water loss 
as the difference between groundwater production and metered use for calendar year 2025, whereas the water loss values reported here are based on 
water loss reports for fiscal year 2025.  
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4.5 Climate Change Considerations 

Potential climate change impacts are described in greater detail Section 3.2. Changing climate can affect 
water demands, as extreme and higher temperatures can lead to increases in water use. Pursuant to the 
CWC requirements and the 2025 UWMP Guidebook, this Plan incorporates climate change considerations 
in the water demand projections provided in Table 4-4. 

4.6 Characteristic Five-Year Water Use 

 
In accordance with CWC §10635(b)(3), UWMPs must provide a five-year DRA. As a first step, DWR 
suggests that water suppliers estimate their unconstrained water demand for the next five years (2026-
2030). Unconstrained water demand is water use in the absence of drought water use restrictions. These 
numbers can then be adjusted to estimate the five-years’ cumulative drought effects. Therefore, the DRA 
demands were adjusted to account for drought influences, such as increases in temperature and 
evapotranspiration (see Section 7.3.3 for additional information on demand adjustment). Table 4-7 shows 
unconstrained demands for 2026-2030. The DRA is presented in Section 7.5. 

Table 4-7 Characteristic Five-Year Water Use (AF) 
2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

3,887 3,992 4,107 4,222 4,338 
NOTES: The table shows unconstrained demand (i.e., demand in the absence of drought water use 
restrictions). 

  CWC §10630 

It is the intention of the Legislature, in enacting this part, to permit levels of water management planning 
commensurate with the numbers of customers served and the volume of water supplied, while accounting for 
impacts from climate change.  

  CWC §10635(b) 

(b) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, a drought risk 
assessment …(and) shall include each of the following …  

(4) Considerations of the historical drought hydrology, plausible changes on projected supplies and demands 
under climate change conditions, anticipated regulatory changes, and other locally applicable criteria.  

  CWC §10635 

(b) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, a drought risk 
assessment for its water service to its customers as part of information considered in developing the demand 
management measures and water supply projects and programs to be included in the urban water management 
plan. The urban water supplier may conduct an interim update or updates to this drought risk assessment within 
the five-year cycle of its urban water management plan update. The drought risk assessment shall include each 
of the following… 

(3) A comparison of the total water supply sources available to the water supplier with the total projected water 
use for the drought period. (Emphasis added). 

(4) Considerations of the historical drought hydrology, plausible changes on projected supplies and demands 
under climate change conditions, anticipated regulatory changes, and other locally applicable criteria. 
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4.7 Coordinating Water Use Projections 

 
The City does not purchase water from a wholesale agency. Therefore, CWC §10631(h) does not apply. 

  CWC §10631  

(h) An urban water supplier that relies upon a wholesale agency for a source of water shall provide the wholesale 
agency with water use projections from that agency for that source of water in five-year increments to 20 years 
or as far as data is available. The wholesale agency shall provide information to the urban water supplier for 
inclusion in the urban water supplier’s plan that identifies and quantifies, to the extent practicable, the existing 
and planned sources of water as required by subdivision (b), available from the wholesale agency to the urban 
water supplier over the same five-year increments, and during various water-year types in accordance with 
subdivision. 
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5 SB X7-7 BASELINE, 2020 TARGET, AND 2025 REPORTING 
SB X7-7 mandated a 20% reduction in urban per-capita water use across California by 2020. To achieve 
this goal, SB X7-7 required each retail supplier to establish an urban water-use target (2020 Target), 
contributing to the State’s collective efforts. Because the CWC does not set an end date for reporting 
progress in meeting the 2020 Target, this section of the UWMP demonstrates City’s compliance with 
SB X7-7 in 2020.  

5.1 Demonstration of Compliance with 2020 Target in 2020  

 
City achieved its 2020 Target in 2020. The data used to calculate City’s 2020 Target and demonstrate 
compliance are documented in City’s 2020 UWMP. Table 5-1 below summarizes City’s 2020 Target and 
actual 2020 GPCD, confirming that City met the SB X7-7 compliance requirements.  

Table 5-1 SB X7-7 2020 Target Progress (DWR Table 5-1)
☐ Supplier was not an Urban Water Supplier during or before the 2020 reporting cycle. 

Was Supplier 
part of a 

merger or 
consolidation 
since 2020? 

 

Regional 
Alliance 

Target or 
Individual 
Target? 

2020 
Target 

Actual 
2020 
GPCD 

Did Supplier 
Achieve Targeted 

Reduction for 
2020? 

Only for suppliers that did not 
meet the Target in 2020 

 
Actual 2025 

GPCD 

Did Supplier 
meet the 2020 

Target in 
2025? 

No Individual 
Target 117 86 Yes -- N/A 

  CWC §10608.40 

Urban water retail suppliers shall report to the department on their progress in meeting their urban water use 
targets as part of their urban water management plans submitted pursuant to Section 10631. 

  CWC §10608.12  

(af) “Urban retail water supplier” means a water supplier, either publicly or privately owned, that directly provides 
potable municipal water to more than 3,000 end users or that supplies more than 3,000 acre-feet of potable 
water annually at retail for municipal purposes. 
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5.2 Nexus to Urban Water Use Objectives 

In July 2024, California enacted the MCCWL regulation (implementing SB 606 and AB 1668) to support 
long-term water conservation and drought resilience. MCCWL established an annual UWUO for water 
suppliers and introduced Performance Measures for CII water users.  

The UWUO is a water-budget-based framework tailored to each supplier. It consists of the following 
components: 

1. Residential indoor water use standard, 

2. Residential outdoor water budget, 

3. CII landscape outdoor water use standard (for landscapes with dedicated irrigation meters), 

4. Water loss standard, 

5. Variance, and 

6. Potable reuse bonus. 

Beginning in 2027, suppliers must annually assess whether the sum of their regulated water use (i.e., 
residential indoor and outdoor, dedicated irrigation meter use, and water loss) is at or below their UWUO. 
The state standards for residential indoor and outdoor water use and for CII outdoor use will become 
increasingly stringent over time, potentially requiring additional conservation efforts to achieve 
compliance. 

Urban retail water suppliers must report annually to the state on their water use relative to their UWUOs. 
The City’s UWUO submittals are available through DWR’s Water Use Efficiency (WUE) Data Portal.5  

Because compliance with the UWUO requirements falls under the authority of the SWRCB, UWUO 
compliance projections are not required as part of an UWMP per the 2025 UWMP Guidebook. Therefore, 
UWUO projections are not included herein. 

 
5 DWR’s WUE Data Portal: https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/uwuo_plans 

  CCR §966 

(h) If a supplier's calculated objective-based total use is larger than its target-based total use, the supplier's urban 
water use objective shall be its Water Code section 10608.20 individual target less excluded demands as described 
in paragraph (3). If the supplier’s section 10608.20 target is expressed in gallons per capita daily, the supplier 
shall multiply the target by its residential service area population for the reporting year and the number of days 
in the year. 
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6 NORMAL YEAR WATER SUPPLY CHARACTERIZATION 

 
This section of the UWMP provides a description of the City’s current and potential water supplies, as well 
as assessment of the energy intensity used to operate the City’s treatment and distribution systems. The 
City relies entirely on groundwater. 

6.1 Purchased or Imported Water 

 
The City does not currently purchase any imported water to meet demands within its service area. 

  CWC §10631 

(b) Identify and quantify, to the extent practicable, the existing and planned sources of water available to the 
supplier over the same five-year increments described in subdivision (a) [in five-year increments to 20 years or as 
far as data is available]1, providing supporting and related information, including all of the following: 

(1) A detailed discussion of anticipated supply availability under a normal water year, single dry year, and 
droughts lasting at least five years, as well as more frequent and severe periods of drought, as described in the 
drought risk assessment. For each source of water supply, consider any information pertinent to the reliability 
analysis conducted pursuant to Section 10635, including changes in supply due to climate change. 

(2) When multiple sources of water supply are identified, a description of the management of each supply in 
correlation with the other identified supplies. 

(3) For any planned sources of water supply, a description of the measures that are being undertaken to acquire 
and develop those water supplies. 

  CWC §10631 

(h) An urban water supplier that relies upon a wholesale agency for a source of water shall provide the wholesale 
agency with water use projections from that agency for that source of water in five-year increments to 20 years 
or as far as data is available. The wholesale agency shall provide information to the urban water supplier for 
inclusion in the urban water supplier’s plan that identifies and quantifies, to the extent practicable, the existing 
and planned sources of water as required by subdivision (b), available from the wholesale agency to the urban 
water supplier over the same five-year increments, and during various water-year types in accordance with 
subdivision (f). An urban water supplier may rely upon water supply information provided by the wholesale 
agency in fulfilling the plan informational requirements of subdivisions (b) and (f). 
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6.2 Groundwater 

 
The City relies exclusively on groundwater from the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin; 
California Department of Water Resources [DWR] No. 3-15). This section includes information regarding 
the Basin, groundwater management, and the City’s coordination with the GSAs, followed by a discussion 
of historical pumping and supply sufficiency.  

6.2.1 Basin Description and Status 

As shown in Figure 6-1, the Basin encompasses approximately 319 square miles between the San Rafael 
Mountains and the Pacific Ocean and underlies the entirety of the City. Structurally, the Basin lies within 
California’s Transverse Ranges – an east-west striking belt of folded and faulted rocks on the Pacific Plate. 
Here, a linear, irregular trough is bounded to the south by the Santa Ynez Mountains and to the north by 
the San Rafael Mountains. Large anticlines and synclines in both bedrock and overlying deposits define 
the sides of this trough, controlling how groundwater is stored, how deep aquifers extend, and the 
directions in which groundwater moves (Upson & Thomasson, 1951; Geosyntec, 2020).  

DWR’s Bulletin 118 describes the Basin as being in three portions – the eastern, central, and western. The 
western portion consists of the Lompoc Plain, Lompoc Terrace, and Lompoc Upland; the central portion 
consists of the Buellton Upland; and the eastern portion consists of the Santa Ynez Uplands. The City is 
within the western portion of the Basin in the Lompoc Plain, which consists of the Upper Aquifer and the 
Lower Aquifer. The Upper Aquifer consists primarily of older and younger alluvial deposits and river 
gravels of the Santa Ynez River, and the Lower Aquifer consists of Careaga Sandstone and the Paso Robles 
Formation in a broad syncline structure (WMA GSA, 2021).  

  CWC §10631 

(b)(4) If groundwater is identified as an existing or planned source of water available to the supplier, all of the 
following information: 

(A) The current version of any groundwater sustainability plan or alternative adopted pursuant to Part 2.74 
(commencing with Section 10720), any groundwater management plan adopted by the urban water supplier, 
including plans adopted pursuant to Part 2.75 (commencing with Section 10750), or any other specific 
authorization for groundwater management for basins underlying the urban water supplier’s service area. 

(B) A description of any groundwater basin or basins from which the urban water supplier pumps groundwater. 
For basins that a court or the board has adjudicated the rights to pump groundwater, a copy of the order or 
decree adopted by the court or the board and a description of the amount of groundwater the urban water 
supplier has the legal right to pump under the order or decree. For a basin that has not been adjudicated, 
information as to whether the department has identified the basin as a high- or medium-priority basin in the most 
current official departmental bulletin that characterizes the condition of the groundwater basin, and a detailed 
description of the efforts being undertaken by the urban water supplier to coordinate with groundwater 
sustainability agencies or groundwater management agencies listed in subdivision (c) of Section 10723 to 
maintain or achieve sustainable groundwater conditions in accordance with a groundwater sustainability plan or 
alternative adopted pursuant to Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720). 

(C) A detailed description and analysis of the location, amount, and sufficiency of groundwater pumped by the 
urban water supplier for the past five years. The description and analysis shall be based on information that is 
reasonably available, including, but not limited to, historic use records. 

(D) A detailed description and analysis of the amount and location of groundwater that is projected to be pumped 
by the urban water supplier. The description and analysis shall be based on information that is reasonably 
available, including, but not limited to, historic use records. 
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Water use in the Lompoc Plain is primarily for agricultural usage but also includes domestic usage by the 
City and Lompoc Federal Correction Institution. The City pumps water from the Lompoc Plain Upper 
Aquifer (WMA GSA, 2021).  

Issues related to the degradation of water quality in the western portion of the Basin most frequently 
pertain to excessive salinity and hardness. In the Upper Aquifer, the salinity measured as total dissolved 
solids (TDS) concentration of groundwater in the central and western Lompoc Plain has increased from 
less than 1,000 milligrams per liter (mg/L) in the 1940s to greater than 2,000 mg/L in the 1960s. Generally, 
groundwater quality deteriorates from east to west. Groundwater conditions in the Lompoc Plain are 
influenced by the quantity and quality of Santa Ynez River streamflow and Cachuma Project operations. 
More recent data from water supply wells indicate a decrease in TDS concentrations (WMA GSA, 2021).  

 
Figure 6-1  Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin  

6.2.2 Groundwater Management  

The Basin is not adjudicated and has historically been managed locally. The following sections summarize 
the evolution of groundwater management within the Basin, beginning with the development of a 
Groundwater Management Plan (GWMP) and transitioning to the current GSPs.  
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Non-SGMA Groundwater Management 

In 2013, the City prepared a GWMP pursuant to CWC §10750 for the portions of its water service area 
overlying the Basin. The City recognized the importance of maintaining a sustainable, reliable, high-quality 
groundwater supply for the long-term benefit of its citizens. Adoption and implementation of this GWMP 
supported this goal and continues to help the City meet requirements in the CWC. The City adopted 
Resolution No. 5751(11) to prepare the GWMP after convening a public hearing on December 6, 2011. 
The City adopted Resolution No. 5874 (13) to adopt this GWMP on October 1, 2013 (City of Lompoc, 2013). 
A copy of the GWMP can be found online at http://www.cityoflompoc.com/utilities/water/.  

As noted in the WMA GSP (see Section 0), effective 1 January 2015, new or updated GWMPs cannot be 
adopted in medium- and high-priority basins. Accordingly, the 2013 GWMP is superseded by the WMA 
GSP (WMA GSA, 2021). 

SGMA Groundwater Management 

In 2014, the California State Legislature enacted the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 
with subsequent amendments in 2015. SGMA established a structure and schedule to achieve sustainable 
groundwater management within 20 years. In its evaluation of California groundwater basins under 
SGMA, DWR designated the Basin as medium priority basin under DWR’s 2019 Phase 2 Basin Prioritization 
due to its importance to multiple groundwater-dependent users. Specifically, under this prioritization 
process, basins were ranked on eight components, and those assigned 14 - 21 total points were classified 
as “medium priority.” The Basin received a total of 15 priority points, with component 3 (the number of 
public supply wells that draw from the basin) and component 6 (the degree to which persons overlying 
the basin rely on groundwater was their primary source of water) being the two components that received 
the highest number of priority points (WMA GSA, 2022). 

Groundwater basins identified by DWR as medium- or high- priority are required to form GSAs and 
develop and implement GSPs. As a medium priority Basin, the Basin is subject to these requirements, 
including submission of a GSP by 31 January 2022, and achievement of sustainability by 31 January 2042. 

As previously described, DWR’s Bulletin 118 describes the Basin as being in three portions – the eastern, 
central, and western. For the purpose of implementing SGMA, each portion of the Basin as described by 
DWR was designated as a separate “Management Area” (WMA GSA, 2023). Therefore, three distinct GSAs 
were convened to oversee the Basin’s Management Areas: the WMA GSA, the Central Management Area 
GSA (CMA GSA), and the Eastern Management Area GSA (EMA GSA). Figure 6-2 shows the three 
Management Areas.  
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Figure 6-2 Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin Management Areas 

The WMA encompasses approximately 134 square miles of the 317- square-mile Basin. The entirety of 
the City falls within the jurisdiction of the WMA GSA. The WMA GSA is a Joint Exercise of Powers 
Agreement between the City, Mission Hills CSD, Vandenberg Village CSD, the SYRWCD, and the County of 
Santa Barbara.  

Each GSA adopted its own GSP in 2022, tailored to the specific conditions and objectives of its jurisdiction. 
Projects and management actions to support achievement of the Basin’s sustainability goal under SGMA 
are proposed by the GSAs and documented in their respective GSPs. Projects and management actions in 
the WMA GSP that includes the City are briefly summarized below, but it should be noted that this 
summary is not exhaustive: 

• Optimize Use of Recycled Water; 

• Implement Tiered Groundwater Extraction Fees with Mandatory Well Metering and Update Well 
Registration; 

• Basin-Wide Conservation Efforts; 

• Increase Stormwater Recharge; 

• Uniform Ban on Water Softeners; 

• Water Rights Release Request; and  

• Future Pumping Fees. 
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In January 2024, DWR approved the three GSPs and coordination agreement. The GSPs can be accessed 
here: 

• WMA GSP: https://www.wma-santaynezwater.org/western-management-area-groundwater-
sustainability-plan  

• EMA GSP: https://www.ema-santaynezwater.org/eastern-management-area-groundwater-
sustainability-plan  

• CMA GSP: https://www.cma-santaynezwater.org/central-management-area-groundwater-
sustainability-plan  

Updated information on the Basin, including progress towards implementing projects and management 
actions, is provided in the annual reports that the GSAs submit to DWR per CWC §10728 and available on 
the DWR SGMA Portal. 

6.2.3 Historical Pumping and Supply Sufficiency 

As described above, the City relies exclusively on groundwater from the Basin to meet its water supply 
needs. The City currently operates ten production wells with a combined capacity of approximately 
7,250 GPM. Table 6-1 shows the volume of groundwater pumped by the City from the underlying Basin 
over the past five years. Historically, groundwater from the Basin has been sufficient to meet all the City’s 
water demands. 

Section 7 presents an analysis of the availability of groundwater supply for the City based on the WMA 
GSP. Based on the available information, the available groundwater supply is expected to be sufficient to 
meet the projected future demands of the City in all year types through 2050.  

Table 6-1 Groundwater Volume Pumped (DWR Table 6-1) 

☐ Supplier does not pump groundwater. The supplier will not complete the table 
below. 

☐ All or part of the groundwater described below is desalinated.  

Groundwater 
Type 

Potable or 
Non-Potable Location or Basin Name 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Alluvial Basin Potable 
Santa Ynez River Valley 
Groundwater Basin – 
WMA Lompoc Plain 

4,211 4,151 3,779 3,765 3,761 

Total 4,211 4,151 3,779 3,765 3,761 
NOTES: Volumes are in units of AF. 

6.3 Surface Water 

The City does not currently use, nor does it plan to use in the future, surface water as part of its water 
supply portfolio.  

6.4 Stormwater 

The City does not currently use diverted stormwater as part of its water supply portfolio. While the City is 
developing plans for a future stormwater percolation feature, the project remains in the early planning 
stages and is contingent on grant funding. If implemented, stormwater would be used for groundwater 
recharge, not direct use. Therefore, for the purposes of this UWMP, stormwater is not assumed as a 
supply source.  
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6.5 Wastewater and Recycled Water 

 
The City owns and operates the LRWRP, located at the northwest corner of the City boundaries adjacent 
to San Miguelito Creek. The LRWRP treats wastewater from the City, as well as wastewater from VSFB and 
Vandenberg Village CSD, both located outside the City boundaries within unincorporated Santa Barabara 
County. The City retains responsibility for the wastewater collection system within City boundaries, and 
VSFB and Vandenberg Village CSD maintain ownership and responsibility for their respective wastewater 
collection and transport systems up to the point of discharge to the LRWRP. The LRWRP is currently 
evaluating the feasibility of accepting wastewater from Mission Hill CSD.  

LRWRP provides sewerage service to approximately 53,500 municipal and industrial users. The 
wastewater generated from the service area is approximately 90% domestic and 10% from a mixture of 
commercial, light industrial, and military sources. The plant discharges tertiary treated wastewater to San 
Miguelito Creek, a tributary to the Santa Ynez River. Currently, no wastewater is recycled for recharge or 
direct reuse within the City’s service area. 

The LRWRP was upgraded in 2009 and has an average dry-weather flow design capacity of 5.5 million 
gallons per day (MGD), with a peak dry-weather flow of 9.5 MGD. The peak wet-weather capacity is 
15 MGD. The upgraded LRWRP achieves biological nutrient (nitrogen) removal by using oxidation ditches 
with denitrification and nitrification treatment. The flow enters secondary clarifiers before being 
transferred to flow equalization basins. Equalized flow is pumped through cloth media filters to prepare 
it for disinfection by ultraviolet radiation. The facility has used ultraviolet disinfection since November 
2009. Maximum flow through the disinfection units is 5.5 MGD.  

  CWC §10633  

The plan shall provide, to the extent available, information on recycled water and its potential for use as a water 
source in the service area of the urban water supplier. The preparation of the plan shall be coordinated with local 
water, wastewater, groundwater, and planning agencies that operate within the supplier’s service area, and shall 
include all of the following: 

(a) A description of the wastewater collection and treatment systems in the supplier’s service area, including a 
quantification of the amount of wastewater collected and treated and the methods of wastewater disposal. 

(b) A description of the quantity of treated wastewater that meets recycled water standards, is being discharged, 
and is otherwise available for use in a recycled water project. 

(c) A description of the recycled water currently being used in the supplier’s service area, including, but not limited 
to, the type, place, and quantity of use. 

(d) A description and quantification of the potential uses of recycled water, including, but not limited to, 
agricultural irrigation, landscape irrigation, wildlife habitat enhancement, wetlands, industrial reuse, 
groundwater recharge, indirect potable reuse, and other appropriate uses, and a determination with regard to 
the technical and economic feasibility of serving those uses. 

(e) The projected use of recycled water within the supplier’s service area at the end of 5, 10, 15, and 20 years, 
and a description of the actual use of recycled water in comparison to uses previously projected pursuant to this 
subdivision. 

(f) A description of actions, including financial incentives, which may be taken to encourage the use of recycled 
water, and the projected results of these actions in terms of acre-feet of recycled water used per year. 

(g) A plan for optimizing the use of recycled water in the supplier’s service area, including actions to facilitate the 
installation of dual distribution systems, to promote recirculating uses, to facilitate the increased use of treated 
wastewater that meets recycled water standards, and to overcome any obstacles to achieving that increased 
use. 
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A portion of the final effluent is used for plant processes and can be used for landscape irrigation for areas 
inside the LRWRP. This occurs before the remainder of the plant flow is discharged to the Santa Ynez River, 
via San Miguelito Creek. Additionally, biosolids from the LRWRP are thickened in two dissolved air 
floatation thickeners before being fed to aerobic digesters. The digested material is transferred to a 
facultative lagoon before being dried in sludge drying beds. The dried sludge is then shipped offsite for 
composting.  

6.5.1 Recycled Water Coordination 

 
In 2017, the LRWRP enrolled under SWRCB General Order WQ 2016-0068-DDW to manage recycled water 
for local construction uses. In 2019, the SWRCB DDW approved its Site Use Report, adding LRWRP on-site 
landscape irrigation as an authorized recycled-water application under an amended Waste Discharge 
Order (WDR) R3-2020-0043. Currently, the City may sell up to 62,000 gallons per day (approximately 
69 acre-feet per year [AFY]) provided it is applied within 30 miles of the LRWRP and that the City resumes 
required monitoring. However, due to high costs, the City suspended the recycled water program during 
water year 2022.  

The City coordinated preparation of this UWMP with local water, wastewater, and planning agencies, 
including agencies that convey wastewater to the LRWRP (i.e., VSFB and Vandenberg Village CSD), as 
summarized in Section 10. 

6.5.2 Wastewater Collection, Treatment, and Disposal 

 
A network of gravity sewer mains within the City, plus two City-owned lift stations, collects all domestic, 
commercial, and industrial wastewater generated within the City boundaries and conveys it to the LRWRP. 
In addition, wastewater from VSFB and Vandenberg Village CSD is also conveyed to and treated at the 
LRWRP.  

The City owns and operates this municipal wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal system under 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Order No. R3-2022-0005 (Central Coast Water 
Board, 2022). The City’s wastewater discharges are regulated by the Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board and are subject to monitoring and reporting requirements, including submittal of Self-
Monitoring Reports through the electronic Self-Monitoring Report module of the California Integrated 
Water Quality System (CIWQS), consistent with its NPDES permit and applicable discharge regulations. 
The City’s estimated wastewater quantity is shown in Table 6-2. Table 6-3 summarizes the service area 
wastewater treatment and discharge volumes. In 2025, reported effluent from the LRWRP was 

  CWC §10633  

The plan shall provide, to the extent available, information on recycled water and its potential for use as a water 
source in the service area of the urban water supplier. The preparation of the plan shall be coordinated with local 
water, wastewater, groundwater, and planning agencies that operate within the supplier’s service area… 

  CWC §10633  

(a) A description of the wastewater collection and treatment systems in the supplier’s service area, including a 
quantification of the amount of wastewater collected and treated and the methods of wastewater disposal. 

(b) A description of the quantity of treated wastewater that meets recycled water standards, is being discharged, 
and is otherwise available for use in a recycled water project. 
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approximately 3,292 AF. Of that amount, it is assumed that the City contributed 75% of wastewater 
flows.6  

Table 6-2 Wastewater Collected Within Service Area in 2025 (DWR Table 6-2) 

☐ There is no wastewater collection system.  

 Percentage of 2025 service area covered by wastewater collection system (Opt) 

 Percentage of 2025 service area population covered by wastewater collection 
system (Opt) 

Wastewater Collection Recipient of Collected Wastewater 

Name of 
Wastewater 

Collection 
Agency 

Wastewater 
Volume 

Metered or 
Estimated?   

Volume of 
Wastewater 

Collected from 
UWMP Service 
Area 2025 (AF) 

Name of Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) 

and Place ID Number 

Is WWTP 
Located 
Within 

UWMP Area? 

City of Lompoc Estimated 2,469 
Lompoc City Regional 

Wastewater Reclamation 
Plant, Place ID 237315 

Yes 

Total Wastewater Received from 
UWMP Service Area in 2025 2,469   

  

 
6 The LRWRP receives wastewater flows from the City, Vandenberg Village CSD, and VSFB. For Vandenberg Village 
CSD, wastewater flows average approximately 0.45 MGD, or 507 AFY (LAFCO, 2023). Therefore, it is assumed that 
Vandenberg Village CSD contributes 15% of wastewater flows to the LRWRP. The NPDES permit states that 10% of 
the wastewater generated from the service area is from commercial, light industrial, and military sources. 
Therefore, it is assumed that the VSFB contributes 10% of wastewater flows from the LRWRP (Central Coast Water 
Board, 2022). For planning purposes, this UWMP assumes that the remaining 75% are attributed to the City’s 
wastewater flows.  
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Table 6-3 Wastewater Treatment and End Uses Within UWMP Service Area in 2025 (DWR Table 6-3) 

☐  No wastewater is treated or disposed of within the UWMP service area. 

WWTP 
Name and 

Place ID 
Number 

Does This 
Plant Treat 

Wastewater 
Generated 
Outside the 

UWMP 
Service 
Area?  

2025 
Volume of 

Wastewater 
Received 

from 
UWMP 

Service Area  
(DWR Table 

6-2R) (a)
(AF)

Total 
2025 

Volume 
of 

Water 
Treated 

(AF) 

2025 Outcome of Treated Wastewater 

Water Recycled 
Within UWMP 
Service Area 

Recycled Water 
Outside of UWMP 

Service Area 

Effluent 
Discharge that is 
not a Permitted 
Recycled Water 

Use (b) 

Required 
Discharge for 
Instream Flow  

Wastewater Delivered to 
Another Entity 

Treatment 
Level 

Volume 
(AF) 

Treatment 
Level 

Volume 
(AF) 

Treatment 
Level 

Volume 
(AF) 

Treatment 
Level 

Volume 
(AF) 

Treatment 
Level 

Volume 
(AF) 

Name of 
other 
entity 

 Lompoc 
City 

Regional 
Wastewater 
Reclamation 
Plant, Place 
ID 237315 

Yes 2,469 3,292 0 0 0 0 Tertiary 3,292 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 2,469 3,292 0 0 0 0 Tertiary 3,292 0 0 0 0 0 
NOTES: 
(a) Assumes 75% of total wastewater treated is received from the City’s service area.
(b) Total volume of wastewater treated is based on the reported effluent monitoring data from the electronic Self-Monitoring Report.
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6.5.3 Recycled Water System and Recycled Water Beneficial Uses 

 
As described above, the City may sell up to 69 AFY of recycled water for local construction uses and 
irrigation provided it is applied within 30 miles of the LRWRP and that the City resumes required 
monitoring. Recycled water users must abide by the applicable recycled water requirements, such as 
having a Recycled Water Site Supervisor. All recycled effluent quantities are expected to meet State of 
California Title 22 Standards. However, as indicated in Table 6-4 and Table 6-5, the City has not sold 
recycled water for construction uses or on-site landscape irrigation since water year 2022 and does not 
anticipate selling recycled water for beneficial use during the planning horizon of this Plan due to high 
costs.  

Recycled water may offer several benefits to groundwater users in the Basin in the future. The WMA GSP 
identifies recycled water as a potential opportunity to improve groundwater sustainability by the optimal 
use of secondary or tertiary-treated effluent from the LRWRP. A feasibility study is in progress that will 
explore supplying recycled water for agriculture downstream of the LRWRP, as well as percolation for 
groundwater recharge, which would offset groundwater pumping by up to 3,845 AFY. While the City 
would not directly use recycled water, these projects would reduce overall groundwater demand and 
improve the sustainability of the Basin that the City relies on for their water supply. The feasibility study 
will evaluate potential service areas, costs, and environmental effects, with implementation to follow 
pending study results, regulatory review, and funding availability (WMA GSA, 2021).  

Table 6-4 Recycled Water Direct Beneficial Uses Within Service Area (DWR Table 6-4) 

☒ 
Recycled water is not used and is not planned for use within the service area of the 
supplier. The supplier will only complete the column on “Potential Recycled Water Use” and 
submit an accompanying narrative on the feasibility of that potential recycled water use. 

Name(s) of Facility/ies Producing (Treating) the Recycled Water (Opt):  

Name of Supplier Operating the Recycled Water Distribution System (Opt):  

Supplemental Water Added in 2025 (volume) Include units (Opt):  

Source of 2025 Supplemental Water (Opt):   

Use 
Type 

Water 
Type 

Additional 
Information 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 

(Opt) 

Potential Recycled 
Water Use 

Volume Narrative 
Page # 

- - - - - - - - - 69 6-11 

  CWC §10633   

(c) A description of the recycled water currently being used in the supplier’s service area, including, but not limited 
to, the type, place, and quantity of use. 
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Table 6-5 2020 UWMP Recycled Water Use Projection Compared to 2025 Actual (DWR Table 6-5) 

☐ Recycled water was not used in 2025 nor projected for use in 2020. The 
supplier will not complete the table below. 

Use Type 2020 Projection for 2025 (AF) 2025 Actual Use (AF) 

Other (a) 0.6 0 

Total 0.6 0 
NOTES:  
(a) The 2020 UWMP anticipated recycled water for construction uses and irrigation. However, the City 
has not sold recycled water since water year 2022 due to high costs. 

6.5.4 Actions to Encourage and Optimize Future Recycled Water Use 

As described in Section 6.5.3, the WMA GSA is conducting a feasibility study to evaluate opportunities to 
supply recycled water for agricultural use downstream of the LRWRP, outside of the City service area, 
which could offset groundwater pumping in the Basin by up to 3,845 AFY. However, because the City does 
not plan to continue selling recycled water for beneficial use due to high costs, Table 6-6, indicates that 
the City does not have plans to expand recycled water use in the future.  

Table 6-6 Methods to Encourage Future Recycled Water Use (DWR Table 6-6) 

☒ Supplier does not plan to expand recycled water use in the future. Supplier will 
not complete the table below but will provide narrative explanation.  

6-12 Provide page location of narrative in UWMP 

6.6 Desalinated Water  

 
Development of desalinated water is not considered during the current planning period due to the 
availability of groundwater to meet existing and projected demands, and the City’s distance from the 
ocean (approximately 9 miles), which makes desalination a cost-prohibitive water supply alternative.  

6.7 Water Exchanges and Transfers 

 
The City currently has an agreement with Mission Hills CSD to supply emergency water in the event of a 
water supply emergency. In the future, the City, Mission Hills CSD, and Vandenberg Village CSD will be 
exploring the possibility of integrated facilities operations within the Basin through interconnections 
among each of the three water distribution systems. This would provide flexibility in delivering water 
among agencies during water supply interruptions and/or during other water emergency situations. As of 
2025, there are no transfer or exchange agreements among the three agencies in place. 

  CWC §10631 

(g) Describe the opportunities for development of desalinated water, including, but not limited to, ocean water, 
brackish water, and groundwater, as a long-term supply. 

  CWC §10631  

(c) Describe the opportunities for exchanges or transfers of water on a short-term or long-term basis. 
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6.8 Supply from Storage  

Currently, the City does not remove water from either surface storage or underground storage for 
beneficial use beyond the groundwater supply described in Section 6.2.  

6.9 Future Water Projects 

 
Because sufficient groundwater supplies are available to meet current and projected service area 
demands, the City does not anticipate the need for new supply projects or programs during the planning 
period. Accordingly, as shown in Table 6-7, no future supply projects or programs are planned that would 
result in a quantifiable increase in available water supplies.  

Table 6-7 Expected Future Water Supply Projects or Programs (DWR Table 6-7) 

☒ No expected future water supply projects or programs that provide a quantifiable 
increase to the agency's water supply. 
Supplier will not complete the table below. 

☐ Some or all of the supplier's future water supply projects or programs are not 
compatible with this table and are described in a narrative format.  

6-13 Provide page location of narrative in the UWMP. 

6.10 Summary of Existing and Planned Sources of Water 

The City’s water supply is derived entirely from groundwater extracted from the Basin. Table 6-8 
summarizes the City’s total water supply in 2025. As shown in  

Table 6-9, the City does not develop or use desalinated water as part of its water supply. Total projected 
water supplies are presented in Table 6-10 in five-year increments through 2050. As further discussed 
Section 7.1, groundwater supplies are assumed to equal projected demands under all hydrologic year 
types; therefore, the available volumes shown in Table 6-10 reflect the maximum projected demands 
identified in Table 7-3, Table 7-4, and Table 7-6. The City anticipates maintaining a similar level of 
groundwater use as observed over the past five years.  

  CWC §10631  

(f) Include a description of all water supply projects and water supply programs that may be undertaken by the 
urban water supplier to meet the total projected water use, as established pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
10635. The urban water supplier shall include a detailed description of expected future projects and programs 
that the urban water supplier may implement to increase the amount of the water supply available to the urban 
water supplier in normal and single-dry water years and for a period of drought lasting five consecutive water 
years. The description shall identify specific projects and include a description of the increase in water supply that 
is expected to be available from each project. The description shall include an estimate with regard to the 
implementation timeline for each project or program. 
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Table 6-8 Water Supplies – 2025 Actual (DWR Table 6-8) 

Water Supply Additional Description 

2025 

Potable or 
Non-Potable 

Actual 
Volume 

(AF) 

Total 
Entitlement 
(AF) (Opt)  

Groundwater (not 
desalinated)  

Santa Ynez River Valley 
Groundwater Basin – 
WMA Lompoc  

Potable 3,761 (a) 

Subtotal Potable 3,761 - 

Subtotal Non-Potable 0 - 

Total 3,761 - 
NOTES:  
(a) The Basin is not adjudicated, and there are no quantified groundwater allocations. Therefore, 
while supply is available, no “Total Entitlement” is shown.  

 

Table 6-9 Source Water Desalination by Urban Water Supplier (DWR Table 6-8 DS) 

☒ Supplier does not reduce salinity in either groundwater or surface water prior to 
distribution. 
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Table 6-10 Water Supplies – Projected (DWR Table 6-9) 

Water Supply Projected Water Supply (AF) 

Water Supply 
Category 

Additional 
Detail on 

Water Supply 

Potable or 
Non-

Potable  

2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 
Reasonably 

Available 
Volume 

Total 
Entitlement 

(Opt) 

Reasonably 
Available 
Volume 

Total 
Entitlement 

(Opt) 

Reasonably 
Available 
Volume 

Total 
Entitlement 

(Opt) 

Reasonably 
Available 
Volume 

Total 
Entitlement 

(Opt) 

Reasonably 
Available 
Volume 

Total 
Entitlement 

(Opt) 

Groundwater 
(not 

desalinated) 

Santa Ynez 
River Valley 

Groundwater 
Basin – WMA 

Lompoc  

Potable 5,525 - 5,503 - 5,527 - 5,526 - 5,524 - 

Subtotal Potable 5,525 0 5,503 0 5,527 0 5,526 0 5,524 0 

Subtotal Non-Potable 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 5,525 0 5,503 0 5,527 0 5,526 0 5,524 0 
NOTES: As discussed in Section 7.1, total groundwater supplies are equal to the projected demand under all year types. Therefore, the “Reasonably Available 
Volume” presented here are the maximum demands across projected years in Table 7-3, Table 7-4, and Table 7-6. Furthermore, the Basin is not adjudicated, and 
there are no quantified groundwater allocations. Therefore, while supply is available, no “Total Entitlement” is shown.  
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6.11 Special Conditions 

Several conditions may affect the availability of future water supplies, including climate change, 
regulatory conditions, and other locally applicable criteria. 

6.11.1 Climate Change Effects 

The City is committed to incorporating climate change into its ongoing water supply planning. Section 3.2 
of this UWMP describes the potential impacts of climate change on the service area. The City also 
evaluates the effects of climate change on future water supply reliability in Section 7.1.3. The City does 
not have any current plans to develop additional supply sources. If the City does move forward with any 
plans to develop supply projects, climate change impacts will be considered, and the associated water 
supply reliability impacts will be assessed in future UWMP updates. 

6.11.2 Regulatory Conditions and Project Development 

Emerging regulatory conditions, including potential amendments to SGMA requirements or updates to 
the WMA GSP, may affect groundwater management within the Basin. Section 1d.5 of the WMA GSP 
outlines several regulatory programs that may affect groundwater management, including: 

• Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and Clean Water Act, which regulate the water quality 
of point-source discharges to the underlying aquifer; 

• Groundwater well permitting requirements; 

• Title 22 Drinking Water Program, which regulates public water systems to ensure water is safe for 
drinking water; 

• Water use efficiency regulatory requirements; 

• Operational flexibility and conjunctive management considerations, which address legal, 
operational, and environmental constraints; and 

• Water rights agreements and environmental regulations. 

At this time, the City does not have any current plans to develop additional supply sources. Should the 
City pursue new water supply projects in the future, applicable regulatory considerations will be 
incorporated into project planning, and associated water supply reliability impacts will be evaluated in 
future UWMP updates. 

6.11.3 Other Locally Applicable Criteria 

Other locally applicable criteria may affect characterization and availability of an identified water supply. 
Under SGMA, and as outlined in the WMA GSP, the WMA GSA has the authority to implement projects 
and management actions that help the Basin achieve its sustainability goal, such as implementing 
groundwater extraction fees. As such projects and management actions are implemented, the City will 
consider their impacts in future supply planning efforts.  

The City does not have any current plans to develop additional supply sources. Should the City pursue 
new water supply projects in the future, locally applicable criteria will be considered, and the associated 
water supply reliability impacts will be assessed in future UWMP updates. 
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6.11.4 Wholesale and Retail Suppliers Coordination 

The City does not rely on water supply from wholesalers. Should the City pursue new water supply projects 
in the future, it will coordinate with other water suppliers in the Basin, and the associated water supply 
reliability impacts will be assessed in future UWMP updates.  

6.12 Energy Intensity 

 
In calendar year 2024, the total energy consumed by the City for extracting, treating, and distributing 
3,765 AF of potable water was 3,647,781 kilowatt hours (kWh). As shown in Table 6-11, the City’s energy 
intensity is estimated to be 2,973 kilowatt hours per million gallons (kWh/MG), or 969 kilowatt hours per 
acre-foot (kWh/AF). 

  CWC §10631.2  

(a) In addition to the requirements of Section 10631, an urban water management plan shall include any of the 
following information that the urban water supplier can readily obtain: 

(1) An estimate of the amount of energy used to extract or divert water supplies. 

(2) An estimate of the amount of energy used to convey water supplies to the water treatment plants or 
distribution systems. 

(3) An estimate of the amount of energy used to treat water supplies. 

(4) An estimate of the amount of energy used to distribute water supplies through its distribution systems. 

(5) An estimate of the amount of energy used for treated water supplies in comparison to the amount used for 
nontreated water supplies.  

(6) An estimate of the amount of energy used to place water into or withdraw from storage. 

(7) Any other energy-related information the urban water supplier deems appropriate. 
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Table 6-11 Recommended Energy Reporting (DWR Table O-1A) 

Water Delivery Product  
Retail Potable 

Deliveries Only for Water Delivery Products Under the Urban Water Supplier's Operational Control 

Start Date of Reporting 
Period 1/1/2024 

Water Management Process Non-Consequential 
Hydropower 

End Date of Reporting 
Period 12/31/2024 

Is upstream embedded 
energy included in the 

values reported? 
No 

  Water 
Volume  

Extract and 
Divert 

Place into 
Storage Conveyance Treatment Distribution Total Utility  Hydropower Net Utility  

Volume of Water Entering Process  AF 3,765 - - 3,765 3,765 3,765 N/A 3,765 

Energy Consumed (kWh) N/A 794,269 - - 2,828,081 25431 3,647,781 N/A 3,647,781 
Energy Intensity (kWh/vol. converted 

to MG) N/A 647.4 - - 2,305.2 20.7 2,973.4 N/A 2,973.4 

Quantity of Self-Generated Renewable Energy 

0  kWh 

Data Quality (Estimate, Metered Data, Combination of Estimates and Metered Data) 

 Metered 

Data Quality 

The City is the electricity provider for its service area, and it supplied metered energy use values for water system operations.  

Narrative: 

Energy is for extracting, treating, and distributing groundwater supplies. 
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7 WATER SUPPLY RELIABILITY ASSESSMENT 
This section of the UWMP describes the reliability of the City’s water supplies. Water service reliability is 
determined based on how secure the water supplies and water system infrastructure are. The supply 
reliability assessment discusses factors that could potentially limit the expected quantity of water 
available from the City’s current and projected sources of supply through 2050.  

Evaluating the water service reliability is critical for water management as it can help identify potential 
problems before they happen. Water managers can then take proactive steps to mitigate shortages by 
encouraging water use efficiency, securing new water supplies, and/or investing in infrastructure.  

7.1 Constraints on Water Sources 

As described in Section 5.2, groundwater from the Basin is the sole supply for the City. The following 
sections provide a summary of potential constraints on future water supply availability, water quality, and 
climate change.  

7.1.1 Supply Availability 

The Basin is not adjudicated. DWR has identified the Basin as a medium priority basin under SGMA, though 
the Basin is not currently in critical overdraft. According to the WMA GSP developed in 2022 and approved 
by DWR in 2024, the sustainable yield, defined as the maximum average annual groundwater withdrawal 
without triggering undesirable results, is approximately 26,400 AFY for the WMA (WMA GSA, 2022).  

Projected groundwater budgets in the WMA GSP assume that the City’s groundwater pumping will be 
approximately 5,750 AF by 2042, which is nearly 39% greater than the normal year demand projected in 
this UWMP. The WMA GSP indicates that under the conditions of higher demand, the long-term 
groundwater availability for all users in the Basin, including the City, is expected to be relatively equal to 
demand; however, this condition may result in a potential future loss of groundwater storage of up to 
3,000 AFY. To ensure the Basin sustainability, the WMA GSP identifies projects and management actions 
intended to help the Basin maintain sustainability (WMA GSA, 2022).  

Because the WMA GSP includes projects and management actions to maintain Basin sustainability, and 
because the City’s projected groundwater demands in this UWMP are lower than those assumed in the 

  CWC §10631 

(b)(1) A detailed discussion of anticipated supply availability under a normal water year, single dry year, and 
droughts lasting at least five years, as well as more frequent and severe periods of drought, as described in the 
drought risk assessment. For each source of water supply, consider any information pertinent to the reliability 
analysis conducted pursuant to Section 10635, including changes in supply due to climate change. 

  CWC §10634 

The plan shall include information, to the extent practicable, relating to the quality of existing sources of water 
available to the supplier over the same five-year increments as described in subdivision (a) of Section 10631, and 
the manner in which water quality affects water management strategies and supply reliability. 

  CWC §10635 

(b)(2) A determination of the reliability of each source of supply under a variety of water shortage conditions. This 
may include a determination that a particular source of water supply is fully reliable under most, if not all, 
conditions. 

(b)(4) Considerations of the historical drought hydrology, plausible changes on projected supplies and demands 
under climate change conditions, anticipated regulatory changes, and other locally applicable criteria. 
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WMA GSP, the projected “volume available” estimates presented in Section 7.2 assume that groundwater 
supply remains 100% reliable for the City across all hydrologic year types.  

Groundwater availability is also influenced by the City’s ability to produce groundwater under variable 
conditions. The City’s wells can produce variable amounts of water depending on groundwater levels, 
seasonal fluctuations, and operational limits. Therefore, supply reliability is estimated based on historic 
analysis of these variables, which may change in the future.  

7.1.2 Water Quality 

 
Impaired water quality also has the potential to affect water supply reliability. The City has and will 
continue to meet all state and federal water quality regulations. All drinking water standards are set by 
the USEPA under the authorization of the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974. In California, the 
SWRCB, DDW can either adopt the USEPA standards or set more stringent standards, which are then 
codified in Title 22 of the CCR. There are two general types of drinking water standards:  

• Primary Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) are health protective standards and are established 
using a very conservative risk-based approach for each constituent that takes into potential health 
effects, detectability and treatability, and costs of treatment. Public water systems may not serve 
water that exceeds Primary MCLs for any constituent.  

• Secondary MCLs are based on the aesthetic qualities of the water such as taste, odor, color, and 
certain mineral content, and are considered limits for constituents that may affect consumer 
acceptance of the water. 

The City routinely monitors its wells and the water that is treated and served to customers to ensure 
that water delivered to customers meets these drinking water standards. The results of this testing are 
reported to the SWRCB DDW following each test and are summarized annually in Water Quality Reports 
(also known as “Consumer Confidence Reports”), which are made available electronically both in English 
and in Spanish on the City’s website.7  

Although there is the potential for some regulated constituents to be present in groundwater, as 
documented in the Water Quality Reports, the City’s monitoring, management, and treatment practices 
ensure that the drinking water meets all applicable drinking water standards. The City tracks changes in 
constituent concentrations to proactively address water quality issues before they impact supply 
reliability. In the event that water quality constituents are detected in source water at concentrations 
requiring treatment, the City can take impacted wells offline to implement appropriate treatment.  

Given the City’s proactive monitoring and management of water quality in its source water supplies, water 
quality is not expected to impact the reliability of the City’s available supplies. 

 
7 The City’s Consumer Confidence Reports are available here: 
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/utilities/water/water-quality-report.  

  CWC §10634 

The plan shall include information, to the extent practicable, relating to the quality of existing sources of water 
available to the supplier over the same five-year increments as described in subdivision (a) of Section 10631, and 
the manner in which water quality affects water management strategies and supply reliability. 
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7.1.3 Climate Change  

 
Section 3.2 and Section 6.11 provide summaries of climate change impacts on the City and its water 
demand and supply. The WMA GSP for the Basin from which the City pumps also incorporates the effects 
of climate change in its future water budget for the WMA. Together, these efforts demonstrate that 
climate change considerations have been integrated into both the City’s and the Basin’s long-term water 
supply planning efforts to ensure continued reliability under changing climatic conditions. 

7.2 Water Service Reliability Assessment 

 
Per the 2025 UWMP Guidebook, the water service reliability assessment includes three unique year types: 

• A normal hydrologic year represents a single representative year that most closely represents the 
average water supply available under normal conditions.  

• A single dry year represents the year that represents the lowest available water supply.  

• A five-consecutive year drought represents the driest period in the historical record, which may 
be the lowest average water supply available for five years in a row.  

The water year types for the City’s service area are summarized in Table 7-1. The designation of Base 
Years for drought planning shown in Table 7-2 comes from the data underlying Table 7-1.  

As described in Section 7.1.1, the WMA GSP relied on projected demands from the City’s 2020 UWMP to 
develop its groundwater sustainability planning assumptions. Those demand projections for the City are 
higher than the updated demands in this 2025 UWMP, which reflect updated water use trends (Figure 
4-2), water use efficiency achievements, and refined demand methodologies. The WMA GSP also assumes 
that projected groundwater availability is relatively equal to demand, and it identifies a plan for the Basin 
to remain sustainable through the implementation of projects and management actions over the 20-year 
planning horizon (WMA GSA, 2022). Furthermore, groundwater storage in the underlying Basin will 
provide a buffer against years with decreased precipitation, while wetter years will recharge natural 
supplies. Therefore, the groundwater supply available is assumed to be 100% in all year types, as shown 
in in Table 7-2.  

 

  CWC §10631 

(b)(1)…For each source of water supply, consider any information pertinent to the reliability analysis conducted 
pursuant to Section 10635, including changes in supply due to climate change. 

  CWC §10635  

(a) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, an assessment of the 
reliability of its water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry water years. This water supply 
and demand assessment shall compare the total water supply sources available to the water supplier with the 
long-term total projected water use over the next 20 years, in five-year increments, for a normal water year, a 
single dry water year, and a drought lasting five consecutive water years. The water service reliability assessment 
shall be based upon the information compiled pursuant to Section 10631, including available data from state, 
regional, or local agency population projections within the service area of the urban water supplier. 
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Table 7-1 Annual Precipitation and Water Year Classification for WMA – 2015 Through 2024  

Water Year 
Base Year Hydrologic Year Type Classification 

USGS Gage 11132500 (Salsipuedes Creek)  
Precipitation 
(inches/year) % of Average Percentile Rank Water Year Type 

Classification 
2010 19.5 132%  Below Normal 

2011 26.8 182%  Wet 

2012 10.6 72%  Dry 

2013 7.2 49%  Critically Dry 

2014 7.2 49%  Critically Dry 

2015 8.0 54% 0% Critically Dry 

2016 11.7 79% 2% Critically Dry 

2017 22.5 151% 71% Above Normal 

2018 8.3 56% 5% Critically Dry 

2019 20.4 138% 77% Above Normal 

2020 13.0 87% 33% Dry 

2021 10.8 73% 48% Below Normal 

2022 12.5 84% 22% Dry 

2023 32.0 216% 94% Wet 

2024 23.5 158% 90% Wet 
SOURCES: 2010 through 2014 per WMA GSP (WMA GSA, 2022); 2016 through 2024 per 2024 Annual 
Report (WMA GSA, 2024). 
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Table 7-2 Basis of Water Year Data (Reliability Assessment) (DWR Table 7-1) 

Year Type Base Year 

Available Supplies if Year Type Repeats 

☐ 
Quantification of available supplies is 
not compatible with this table and is 
provided elsewhere in the UWMP. 

Quantification of available supplies is provided in this 
table as either volume only, percent only, or both. 
Volume 

Available (AF) % of Average Supply 

Average Year 2020  100% 
Single-Dry Year 2016  100% 

Consecutive Dry Years 1st Year  2012  100% 

Consecutive Dry Years 2nd Year 2013  100% 

Consecutive Dry Years 3rd Year 2014  100% 

Consecutive Dry Years 4th Year 2015  100% 

Consecutive Dry Years 5th Year  2016  100% 

NOTES: The WMA GSP assumes that projected groundwater availability is equal to demand, and the 
Basin will remain sustainable with the implementation of projects and management actions. Therefore, 
groundwater supply available is assumed to be 100% in all year types.  

7.3 Water Service Reliability Assessment Supply and Demand Assessment 

 
The City expects that its groundwater supply will continue to fully meet future demands in all water year 
types (i.e., normal, single-dry and multiple-dry years) because: (1) the City’s 2025 UWMP demand 
projections under all water year types are lower than the 2020 UWMP projections, and therefore lower 
than those accounted for in the WMA GSP, and (2) the WMA GSP includes projects and management 
actions to ensure that the Basin maintains sustainability through 2042. The following sections compare 
the City’s projected water demands with projected water supply availability under each scenario.  

7.3.1 Normal Year Supply and Demand Assessment 

Table 7-3 compares the projected supply and demand over the 25-year planning horizon under normal 
(average) conditions. The highest projected water demand is 4,183 AF in 2045. System capacities can meet 
this projected demand under normal conditions; therefore, WSCP actions are not reflected in Table 7-3.  

  CWC §10635 

(a) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, an assessment of the 
reliability of its water service to its customers during normal, dry, and multiple dry water years. This water supply 
and demand assessment shall compare the total water supply sources available to the water supplier with the 
long-term total projected water use over the next 20 years, in five-year increments, for a normal water year, a 
single dry water year, and a drought lasting five consecutive water years. The water service reliability assessment 
shall be based upon the information compiled pursuant to Section 10631, including available data from state, 
regional, or local agency population projections within the service area of the urban water supplier. 
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Table 7-3 Normal Year Supply and Demand Comparison (DWR Table 7-2) 
 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 

Supply Totals 4,183 4,166 4,184 4,183 4,182 

Use Totals  4,183 4,166 4,184 4,183 4,182 

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 
NOTES: The City’s supply is expected to be sufficient to meet demands; therefore, WSCP actions are 
not reflected in this table. Volumes are in units of AF.  

7.3.2 Single Dry Year Supply and Demand Assessment 

Table 7-4 compares the projected supply and demand over the 25-year planning horizon for single dry 
year conditions. During a single-dry year, total per capita demand is expected to increase by 
approximately 4% (104% of normal year demand), as experienced during historical conditions in 2016 
compared to normal conditions. This does not account for potential supply augmentation or demand 
reductions from planned WSCP actions (see Section 8). The highest projected water demand is 4,338 AF 
in 2045. System capacities can meet this projected demand under single dry year conditions; therefore, 
WSCP actions are not reflected in Table 7-4.  

Table 7-4 Single Dry Year Supply and Demand Comparison (DWR Table 7-3) 

  2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 

Supply Totals 4,338 4,320 4,339 4,338 4,337 

Use Totals 4,338 4,320 4,339 4,338 4,337 

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 
NOTES: The City’s supply is expected to be sufficient to meet demands; therefore, WSCP actions are 
not reflected in this table. Volumes are in units of AF.  

7.3.3 Five Consecutive Dry Year Supply and Demand Assessment 

Table 7-5 compares the projected supply and demand under five consecutive years of drought for the 25-
year planning horizon. Compared to normal conditions, per capita water demands are expected to change 
by 130%, 132%, 128%, 106%, and 104% in the first through fifth dry years as experienced during historical 
conditions from 2012 through 2016. This does not account for potential supply augmentation or demand 
reductions from planned WSCP actions (see Section 8). The highest projected water demand is 5,525 AF 
in 2030. System capacities can meet this projected demand; therefore, WSCP actions are not reflected in 
Table 7-5. 
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Table 7-5 Five Consecutive Dry Years Supply and Demand Comparison (DWR Table 7-4) 
 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050 (Opt) 

First Year  

Supply Totals 5,422 5,400 5,424 5,423 5,421 

Use Totals 5,422 5,400 5,424 5,423 5,421 

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 

Second 
Year  

Supply Totals 5,525 5,503 5,527 5,526 5,524 

Use Totals 5,525  5,503  5,527  5,526  5,524  

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 

Third Year  

Supply Totals 5,371 5,349 5,372 5,371 5,369 

Use Totals 5,371  5,349  5,372  5,371  5,369  

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 

Fourth 
Year  

Supply Totals 4,441 4,423 4,442 4,441 4,440 

Use Totals 4,441  4,423  4,442  4,441  4,440  

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 

Fifth Year  

Supply Totals 4,338 4,320 4,339 4,338 4,337 

Use Totals 4,338  4,320  4,339  4,338  4,337  

Surplus/(Shortfall) 0 0 0 0 0 
NOTES: The City’s supply is expected to be sufficient to meet demands; therefore, WSCP actions are 
not reflected in this table. Volumes are in units of AF.  

7.4 Water Service Reliability Assessment Management Tools and Options 

 
The City employs a range of water management tools and strategies to maximize available resources and 
eliminate the need to import water from other regions, including compliance with SGMA through the 
WMA GSA, participation in the Santa Barbara County IRWM program, and implementation of water use 
efficiency programs such as rebates, customer outreach and education, leak detection, and landscape 
water efficiency reports. As previously described, the WMA GSP establishes sustainable management 
criteria to maintain groundwater sustainability and ensure local water supply reliability.  

Through the WMA GSA, the City coordinates on an ongoing basis with regional agencies to optimize the 
use of local groundwater resources. This coordination includes active engagement with all entities in the 
WMA GSA, including Mission Hills CSD, Vandenberg Village CSD, the SYRWCD, and the County of Santa 
Barbara, as well as other public and private entities.  

  CWC §10620 

(f) An urban water supplier shall describe in the plan water management tools and options used by that entity 
that will maximize resources and minimize the need to import water from other regions. 
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7.5 Drought Risk Assessment 

 
In addition to the long-term water service reliability assessment presented above, the DRA evaluates the 
City’s supply risks under a severe drought period lasting for the next five consecutive years after the 
assessment is completed (i.e., from 2026 through 2030). This short-term analysis can help water suppliers 
foresee undesired risks, such as upcoming shortages, and provide time to evaluate and implement the 
necessary response actions needed to mitigate shortages in a less impactful manner to the community 
and environment. This evaluation considers historical drought hydrology and plausible changes on 
projected supplies and demands under climate change conditions, anticipated regulatory changes, and 
other locally applicable criteria.  

Because suppliers may conduct an interim update or updates to this DRA within the five-year cycle of its 
UWMP update (i.e., before the 2030 UWMP), a description of the data, methodology, and basis for 
shortage conditions is included in this UWMP.  

7.5.1 Data, Methods, and Basis for Water Shortage Condition 

The City estimated unconstrained water demand for 2026 through 2030, defined as the expected water 
use without drought-related restrictions. Section 4.3 describes the methodology used to project the City’s 
water demands through 2050, and these projections were used to interpolate the demands for 2026 
through 2030. Demands were then adjusted to account for the long-term impacts of climate change, as 
described in Section 7.3.3. Climate change is expected to result in longer, more intense droughts, which 
may increase demands due to higher temperatures and evapotranspiration. The resulting characteristic 
five-year water demand is presented in Table 4-7.  

The available potable water supplies assumed in the DRA are based upon the same methodology and 
assumptions used for the long-term water service reliability assessment, described in Section 7.3. The 

  CWC §10612 

“Drought Risk Assessment” means a method that examines water shortage risks based on the driest five-year 
historic sequence for the agency’s water supply, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 10635.  

  CWC §10635 

(b) Every urban water supplier shall include, as part of its urban water management plan, a drought risk 
assessment for its water service to its customers as part of information considered in developing the demand 
management measures and water supply projects and programs to be included in the urban water management 
plan. The urban water supplier may conduct an interim update or updates to this drought risk assessment within 
the five-year cycle of its urban water management plan update. The drought risk assessment shall include each 
of the following: 

(1) A description of the data, methodology, and basis for one or more supply shortage conditions that are 
necessary to conduct a drought risk assessment for a drought period that lasts five consecutive water years, 
starting from the year following when the assessment is conducted. 

(2) A determination of the reliability of each source of supply under a variety of water shortage conditions. This 
may include a determination that a particular source of water supply is fully reliable under most, if not all, 
conditions. 

(3) A comparison of the total water supply sources available to the water supplier with the total projected water 
use for the drought period. 

(4) Considerations of the historical drought hydrology, plausible changes on projected supplies and demands 
under climate change conditions, anticipated regulatory changes, and other locally applicable criteria. 
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projected groundwater supply is equal to projected demands under normal, single-dry, and five-
consecutive dry year conditions.  

7.5.2 Drought Risk Assessment Individual Water Source Reliability 

As described in Section 6.2, the City, through the WMA GSA, is proactively working to ensure that the 
Basin maintains sustainability through 2042 through the implementation of the WMA GSP. The WMA GSA 
is improving monitoring and management, evaluating potential supply augmentation initiatives like 
recycled water, and promoting continued water use efficiency programs. These efforts support the City’s 
long-term water supply reliability and drought resilience. Therefore, as described in Section 7.3, the 
projected groundwater supply is assumed to be reliable under all year types.  

To support drought preparedness and supply management, the City will continue to monitor key 
indicators, including precipitation, groundwater levels, well production capacity, and State standards for 
water use efficiency. These indicators will inform the City’s assessment of potential drought impacts and 
guide the implementation of appropriate shortage response actions, as outlined in the WSCP in Section 8, 
to mitigate any drought-related supply constraints and maintain reliable service.  

7.5.3 Drought Risk Assessment Total Water Supply and Use Comparison 

Table 7-6 provides a comparison of the water supply available to the City with the total projected water 
use for an assumed drought period of 2026 through 2030. The City’s supply is expected to be sufficient to 
meet demands in an extended five-year drought period; therefore, WSCP actions are not reflected in 
Table 7-6.  
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Table 7-6 Five-Year Drought Risk Assessment Tables (DWR Table 7-5) 

Supply and Demand Comparison Total Volume (AF) 
2026  

Total Water Use  3,877 

Total Supplies  3,877 

Surplus/Shortfall without WSCP Action 0 

2027  

Total Water Use  3,992 

Total Supplies  3,992 

Surplus/Shortfall without WSCP Action 0 

2028  

Total Water Use  4,107 

Total Supplies  4,107 

Surplus/Shortfall without WSCP Action 0 

2029  

Total Water Use  4,222 

Total Supplies  4,222 

Surplus/Shortfall without WSCP Action 0 

2030  

Total Water Use  4,338 

Total Supplies  4,338 

Surplus/Shortfall without WSCP Action 0 
NOTES: The City’s supply is expected to be sufficient to meet demands; therefore, WSCP actions are 
not reflected in this table. 
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8 WATER SHORTAGE CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
A water shortage occurs when available water supply is reduced to a level that cannot support typical 
demand. Shortages may result from hydrologic limitations (e.g., prolonged periods of below-normal 
precipitation and runoff), infrastructure limitations or failures (e.g., earthquakes damaging water delivery 
or storage facilities, regional power outages, or toxic spills that affect water quality), or a combination of 
these factors. Hydrologic-related shortages typically develop and resolve gradually, whereas 
infrastructure-related failures typically occur quickly and with limited predictably.  

This WSCP describes how the City will anticipate, prepare for, and respond to both foreseeable and 
unforeseeable water shortages. The WSCP establishes a structured framework to guide City staff and 
inform the public by defining shortage conditions and corresponding response actions. It outlines the 
actions the City may implement during an actual water shortage condition, while allowing flexibility in 
selecting and combining response measures based on the specific circumstances. Official water shortage 
declarations by the City may include any combination of components described in this WSCP.  

This WSCP describes the following: 

• Water Supply Reliability Analysis: Summarizes the City’s water supply analysis and reliability and 
identifies the key issues that may trigger a shortage condition. 

• Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment (AWSDA) Procedures: Describes the key data 
inputs, evaluation criteria, and methodology for assessing the system’s reliability for the coming 
year and the steps to formally declare any water shortage levels and response actions. 

• Six Standard Shortage Levels: Establishes water shortage levels to clearly identify and prepare for 
shortages.  

• Shortage Response Actions: Describes the response actions that may be implemented or 
considered for each level to reduce gaps between supply and demand as well as minimize social 
and economic impacts on the community. 

• Communication Protocols: Describes communication protocols under each level to ensure 
customers, the public, and local government agencies are informed of shortage conditions and 
requirements. 

• Compliance and Enforcement: Defines compliance and enforcement actions available to 
administer demand reductions. 

• Legal Authorities: Lists the legal documents that grant the City the authority to declare a water 
shortage and implement and enforce response actions.  

• Financial Consequences of a WSCP: Describes the anticipated financial impact of implementing 
water shortage levels and identifies mitigation strategies to offset financial burdens.  

• Monitoring and Reporting: Summarizes the monitoring and reporting techniques to evaluate the 
effectiveness of shortage response actions and overall WSCP implementation. Results are used to 
determine if shortage response actions should be adjusted.  

• WSCP Refinement Procedures: Describes the factors that may trigger updates to the WSCP and 
outlines how to complete an update.  

• Special Water Feature Distinction: Defines considerations and definitions for water use for 
decorative features versus pools and spas.  
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• Plan Adoption, Submittal, and Availability: Describes the WSCP adoption process, submittal, and 
availability after each revision.  

The City’s last UWMP was completed in 2021, referred to herein as the “2020 WSCP.” This WSCP is an 
update to the 2020 WSCP and was prepared in conjunction with the City’s 2025 UWMP. This WSCP is a 
standalone document that can be modified as needed. This document is compliant with the CWC §10632 
and incorporates guidance from DWR’s 2025 UWMP Guidebook and the AWWA Manual of Water Supply 
Practices (M60) Drought Preparedness and Response. Text from CWC §10632 has been included in text 
boxes at the beginning of relevant section of this WSCP. 

8.1 Water Supply Reliability Analysis 

 
As discussed in Section 7.5 the 2025 UWMP, water suppliers must perform a long-term (2030–2050) 
water service reliability assessment to evaluate reliability under normal, single-dry year, and five-
consecutive dry year periods and a short-term (2026–2030) DRA to evaluate reliability under a five-
consecutive dry year period. Water supply reliability reflects the City’s ability to meet the water needs of 
its customers with water supplies under varying conditions. The analysis considers plausible hydrological 
and regulatory variability, infrastructure capacity, climate conditions, and other factors that affect the 
City’s water supply and demand. 

The City expects to meet demands under all water year scenarios while continuing to promote water use 
efficiency. The City’s 2025 UWMP anticipates pumping approximately 4,100 AFY to 5,500 AFY from the 
Basin, depending on year type. The Basin is not adjudicated and has no formal groundwater allocations. 
However, the Basin’s WMA GSP assumes that the City will pump up to 5,750 AF by 2042, more than 
projected in the 2025 UWMP. It also indicates that groundwater availability is relatively equal to demand 
and identifies projects and management actions to help the Basin maintain sustainability. Therefore, 
because the City’s 2025 UWMP demand projections are less than those assumed in the WMA GSP, and 
because the Basin is anticipated to remain sustainable through the implementation of projects and 
management actions, the 2025 UWMP assumes groundwater supply will be 100% reliable across all 
hydrologic year types and available to meet the City’s demands under foreseeable conditions. 

The DRA analyzes historical data to allow the City to view patterns and more reliably determine if there 
could be any water shortages within a given time frame. The DRA looks at historical consumption data 
and historical supply data from production reports. Next, future demand and supply estimates for the 
planning period are analyzed to determine if there are any gaps between supply and demand. As 
mentioned above, the City does not anticipate a supply shortage. 

Since the City’s only current source of water is groundwater from the Basin, the City is committed to 
supporting the WMA GSP to ensure long-term Basin sustainability.  

  CWC §10632  

(a)(1) The analysis of water supply reliability conducted pursuant to Section 10635. 

  CWC §10632.5  

(a) In addition to the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 10632, beginning January 1, 
2020, the plan shall include a seismic risk assessment and mitigation plan to assess the vulnerability of each of 
the various facilities of a water system and mitigate those vulnerabilities. 
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8.2 AWSDA Procedures 

 
The primary purpose of AWSDAs is to determine, under assumed drought conditions, if: (1) the supplier 
is likely to face short-term water shortages, and (2) how the supplier plans to address any water shortage 
conditions to maintain supply reliability. Since 2022, the City has prepared and submitted an AWSDA 
report to DWR with current demand and supply conditions, and projected supply and demand conditions 
for the following year assuming dry year conditions. The AWSDAs summarize anticipated shortage level, 
triggered WSCP shortage response actions, compliance and enforcement actions, and communication 
actions that will be implemented to mitigate the shortage identified, if applicable. The City will continue 
submitting AWSDAs to DWR by July 1 of each year. 

8.2.1 Decision-Making Processes  

AWSDAs are due to DWR annually on July 1. City staff will perform the AWSDA between April and May or 
on a more frequent basis, if necessary. The decision-making process for conducting AWSDA is as follows: 

1) Data collection and analysis: Staff gather key inputs, compile historical data, and analyze potential 
supply and demand gaps (see Section 8.2.2).  

2) Internal review: Staff and the Utilities Department review demand trends, water supply conditions, 
and production capacity. 

  CWC §10632  

(a) Every urban water supplier shall prepare and adopt a water shortage contingency plan as part of its urban 
water management plan that consists of each of the following elements 

(a)(2) The procedures used in conducting an annual water supply and demand assessment that include, at a 
minimum, both of the following: 

(A) The written decision-making process that an urban water supplier will use each year to determine its water 
supply reliability. 

(B) The key data inputs and assessment methodology used to evaluate the urban water supplier’s water supply 
reliability for the current year and one dry year, including all of the following: 

(i) Current year unconstrained demand, considering weather, growth, and other influencing factors, such as 
policies to manage current supplies to meet demand objectives in future years, as applicable. 

(ii) Current year available supply, considering hydrological and regulatory conditions in the current year and 
one dry year. The annual supply and demand assessment may consider more than one dry year solely at the 
discretion of the urban water supplier. 

(iii) Existing infrastructure capabilities and plausible constraints. 

(iv) A defined set of locally applicable evaluation criteria that are consistently relied upon for each annual 
water supply and demand assessment. 

(v) A description and quantification of each source of water supply. 

  CWC §10632.1 

An urban water supplier shall conduct an annual water supply and demand assessment pursuant to subdivision 
(a) of Section 10632 and, on or before July 1 of each year, submit an annual water shortage assessment report to 
the department with information for anticipated shortage, triggered shortage response actions, compliance and 
enforcement actions, and communication actions consistent with the supplier’s water shortage contingency plan. 
An urban water supplier that relies on imported water from the State Water Project or the Bureau of Reclamation 
shall submit its annual water supply and demand assessment within 14 days of receiving its final allocations, or 
by July 1 of each year, whichever is later. 
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3) Determination of Shortage Condition: Staff will determine whether a water shortage is anticipated 
based on the analysis.  

4) No Shortage Identified: If no shortage is anticipated, staff document the findings and proceed to 
step 9. 

5) Shortage Identified: If a shortage level is anticipated, staff will document the findings and present 
them to the City Council.  

6) Council Action: City Council will declare the shortage level and response actions required at the 
implementation or termination of each level; the declaration remains in effect until the Council 
changes it.  

7) Public Notice: City Council’s declaration will be published at least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation.  

8) Communication and Implementation: The City will develop and/or implement appropriate 
communication protocols and applicable response actions. 

9) The AWSDA is submitted to DWR through the WUE Data Portal by July 1. 

8.2.2 Data and Methodologies 

Evaluation criteria that can be used to determine and declare the severity of supply shortages in the 
coming year may include any, or combinations, of the following: 

• Historic Rainfall: Reflects changes to supply due to changes in groundwater recharge. 

• Customer Demands: Reflects current year and one projected single-dry year conditions for 
comparison to available supplies. 

• Groundwater Conditions: Reflects status of groundwater conditions and influences the capacity 
of the City’s wells to produce water from the Basin. Lowered Basin water levels, for example, may 
affect the City’s well pumping rates. 

• Infrastructure Considerations: Reflects limited production and distribution capacity due to a 
variety of factors potentially including, but not limited to, man-made or natural catastrophic 
events. This may include well maintenance, rehabilitation or replacement, evaluation of wells for 
possible contamination, and others. 

• State Mandates: Reflects State orders, such as mandatory compliance with water use efficiency 
standard. State mandates for water use efficiency can be declared during drought or in 
preparation for future droughts, such as in response to the Governor’s drought declarations in 
the 2021-2023 drought with a subsequent EO N-5-23 and related legislation for MCCWL.  

• Other locally applicable evaluation criteria as necessary. 

Key data inputs and their sources for the AWSDAs are summarized in Table 8-1. Supply shortages due to 
any combination of drought or groundwater conditions affect many users of the Basin and surrounding 
region, not just the City’s customers. A shortage emergency may be declared when it is demonstrated 
that conditions threaten the ability to provide water for public health, safety, and welfare of the 
community.  

Short-term and long-term supply shortages may be caused by constrained production capacity or natural 
or man-made catastrophic emergencies and include, but are not limited to, the following events: power 
outages, winter storms, wildfires, earthquakes, structural failures, contamination, and bomb threats. 
These types of emergencies may limit the City’s immediate ability to provide adequate water service to 
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meet the requirements for human consumption, sanitation, and fire protection. Impacts of such 
emergencies vary in duration; thus, consumption reduction measures and prohibitions may differ for 
short-term and long-term shortages. 

Table 8-1 Key Data Inputs for AWSDAs 

Key Data Input Source 
Historic Rainfall  Lompoc City Hall, Lompoc Flood Control, and Miguelito Debris Basin 

weather stations.  

Current Year Unconstrained 
Customer Demand 

2025 UWMP projections for unconstrained customer demand and 
input from the City’s Utility Director and Water Superintendent. 

Groundwater conditions  WMA GSP and Annual Reports - reflects the status of groundwater 
conditions (groundwater levels, water quality or contamination), 
production data, and input from the City’s Utility Director and 
Department. 

Infrastructure Considerations  Groundwater supply well operational conditions, based on input from 
the City’s Utility Director and Department on groundwater supply well 
conditions and constraints. 

Treatment and distribution system conditions, influenced by a variety 
of potential factors including, but not limited to, natural catastrophic 
events, and input from the City’s Utility Director and Department. 

State Regulatory Conditions Executive Orders from the Governor, SWRCB orders and policies, and 
input from the City’s Utility Director, Water Superintendent, Billing 
Supervisor, and Utility Conservation Coordinator.  

Local Regulatory Conditions  WMA GSP and Annual Reports, County orders and/or policies. 

8.3 Six Standard Water Shortage Levels 

 
Shortage levels indicate the gap between supply and demand compared to normal year conditions. DWR 
standardized six shortage levels to provide a consistent regional and statewide approach to measure 
water supply shortage conditions. The six shortage levels correspond to 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, and 
greater than 50% shortage compared to the normal reliability conditions. However, a water supplier may 
use its own shortage levels if a crosswalk is included relating its existing shortage levels to the six standard 
levels.  

  CWC §10632 (a)(3) 

(A) Six standard water shortage levels corresponding to progressive ranges of up to 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 percent 
shortages and greater than 50 percent shortage. Urban water suppliers shall define these shortage levels based 
on the suppliers’ water supply conditions, including percentage reductions in water supply, changes in 
groundwater levels, changes in surface elevation or level of subsidence, or other changes in hydrological or other 
local conditions indicative of the water supply available for use. Shortage levels shall also apply to catastrophic 
interruption of water supplies, including, but not limited to, a regional power outage, an earthquake, and other 
potential emergency events. 

(B) An urban water supplier with an existing water shortage contingency plan that uses different water shortage 
levels may comply with the requirement in subparagraph (A) by developing and including a cross-reference 
relating its existing categories to the six standard water shortage levels. 
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The City Council adopted a four-level WSCP in 1992, which consisted of mandatory water waste 
prohibitions in all four levels. The City requested voluntary water conservation for Level 1 to achieve up 
to 15% reduction with mandatory reduction through block tiered pricing and the use of the City’s water 
conservation programs and strategies to achieve up to 30% reduction for Level 2, up to 40% reduction for 
Level 3, and up to 50% reduction for Level 4. The City’s water shortage contingency program was updated 
as part of the 2010 UWMP to include additional emergency equipment and procedures that City staff 
would utilize in an emergency. Additional reduction measures were implemented in the 2015 UWMP 
update to reflect the drought experiences during the preceding 5 years. In 2020, a fifth shortage level was 
added to meet a greater than 50% shortage level.  

Because the City’s water shortage levels do not correspond with the six standard levels, a crosswalk with 
the six standard levels is required for compliance. A crosswalk between the City’s five levels and the six 
standard water shortage levels is presented below in Table 8-2 and depicted in Figure 8-1. 

Table 8-2 Cross-reference for Standard vs Supplier Shortage Levels (DWR Table 8-1) 

☐ Supplier Uses the Standard Six Levels of Water Shortage. The supplier will not 
complete this table. 

Standard Shortage 
Levels Percent Shortage Range Suppliers Shortage 

Levels Percent Shortage Range  

1 Up to 10%  1 0-15% 

2  Up to 20%  1, 2 0 – 15%, 15-30% 

3  Up to 30%  2 15-30% 

4  Up to 40%  3 30-40% 

5  Up to 50% 4 40-50% 

6  >50% 5 >50% 

 

 
Figure 8-1 Water Shortage Levels Crosswalk 
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8.4 Shortage Response Actions  

 
This WSCP identifies various response actions that the City may consider during water shortage 
conditions, including demand reduction actions, conservation, operational changes, outreach, and if 
necessary, mandatory prohibitions. In the event of a water shortage emergency, the City will evaluate the 
cause of the emergency to help inform which response actions should be implemented, with an emphasis 
to minimize social and economic impacts to the community. Depending on the nature of the water 
shortage, the City can elect to implement a combination of response actions to mitigate the shortage and 
reduce gaps between supply and demand.  

The following section discusses the potential response actions for each of the City’s five water supply 
shortage levels. It should be noted that all response actions listed for Shortage Level 1 apply to Shortage 
Levels 2 through 5. Similarly, Shortage Level 2 actions apply to Shortage Levels 3 through 5; Level 3 actions 
apply to Shortage Levels 4 and 5; and Shortage Level 4 actions apply to Shortage Level 5. If necessary, the 
City may adopt additional actions that are not listed in this WSCP.  

8.4.1 Supply Augmentation  

Given the availability of groundwater supply, the City has no plans to augment supply within the planning 
horizon of this WSCP. During dry years, the City can extract more groundwater as needed. This volume of 
additional extracted groundwater can vary significantly depending on need. Therefore, no supply 
augmentation actions are provided in Table 8-3. 

  CWC §10632  

(a)(4) Shortage response actions that align with the defined shortage levels and include, at a minimum, all of the 
following: 

(A) Locally appropriate supply augmentation actions. 

(B) Locally appropriate demand reduction actions to adequately respond to shortages. 

(C) Locally appropriate operational changes. 

(D) Additional, mandatory prohibitions against specific water use practices that are in addition to state-
mandated prohibitions and appropriate to the local conditions. 

(E) For each action, an estimate of the extent to which the gap between supplies and demand will be reduced 
by implementation of the action. 

  CWC §10632.2  

An urban water supplier shall follow, where feasible and appropriate, the prescribed procedures and implement 
determined shortage response actions in its water shortage contingency plan, as identified in subdivision (a) of 
Section 10632, or reasonable alternative actions, provided that descriptions of the alternative actions are 
submitted with the annual water shortage assessment report pursuant to Section 10632.1. Nothing in this section 
prohibits an urban water supplier from taking actions not specified in its water shortage contingency plan, if 
needed, without having to formally amend its urban water management plan or water shortage contingency 
plan. 
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Table 8-3 Supply Augmentation and Other Actions (DWR Table 8-2) 

No Is the Supplier completing this table using the standard six levels? 

Shortage Level 

Supply Augmentation 
Methods and Other 

Actions by Water 
Supplier 

How much is this 
going to reduce 

the shortage gap?  
Include units used  

Additional Explanation or 
Reference  

(Opt) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

NOTES: During dry years, the City can extract more groundwater as needed. Given the availability of 
groundwater supply, the City has no plans to augment supply within the planning horizon of this 
WSCP. 

8.4.2 Demand Reduction  

In the event of a water supply shortage, the City may implement voluntary and mandatory compliance 
measures to induce water use efficiency. The City’s Municipal Code 13.04.060 includes prohibitions on 
various wasteful water uses during a declared water supply shortage (Appendix E). Additionally, the City 
may address anticipated savings needs, provided in Table 8-4, by utilizing measures listed in Table 8-5. 
During a Level 5 water supply shortage, the City Council may impose any water rationing requirement that 
it deems appropriate to protect public health, safety, welfare, comfort, and convenience. Although it is 
difficult to estimate the volume of savings for each action, the City expects to meet required reductions 
through a combination of response actions in conjunction with outreach and communication efforts to 
the extent necessary to mitigate any impacts from a water shortage. The estimated water savings 
potential summarized in Table 8-4 and Table 8-5 represent a range from published industry references. 

Estimated savings from shortage response actions are based on reductions applied to a baseline demand 
in Table 4-4, which represents the maximum normal year demand expected in the next five years. Per 
DWR’s recommendations for the DRA and the WSCP, the normal year demand projections in Section 4.3 
and Section 7.3.1 of the City’s 2025 UWMP reflect potential future demands that are not impacted by 
disruptive factors (e.g., groundwater emergencies, economic recessions, drought, etc.) and can be met 
with normal year supplies. While variable projected demands will be considered in the AWSDA, Table 8-4 
estimates the City’s required demand savings from the highest projected demand in the next five years. 

Table 8-4 Estimated Required Savings by Shortage Level 

Level Normal Demand (AF) (a) Required Savings (AF)  

1 4,183  628  

2 4,183  1,255  

3 4,183  1,673  

4 4,183  2,092  

5 4,183  2,133  

NOTES: 
(a) Represents the maximum demand expected in the next five years (i.e., 2026 – 2030).  
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Table 8-5 Demand Reduction Actions (DWR Table 8-3) 

No Is the Supplier completing this table using the standard six levels? 

Shortage 
Level (a) 

Demand Reduction 
Actions  

How much is 
this going to 
reduce the 
shortage 

gap? (%) (b) 

Additional Explanation or Reference 
(Opt) 

Penalty, 
Charge, or 

Other 
Enforcement? 

1 
Provide rebates on 
plumbing fixtures 

and devices 
5% 

Encourage customers to take 
advantage of the City's free 
conservation and rebate programs. 

No 

1 
Expand public 
information 
campaign 

10% 

Provision of Technical Information 
to customers on means to promote 
water use efficiency including 
customer scorecard, residential 
assistance, and surveys. 

No 

2 

CII - Restaurants 
may only serve 

water upon 
request 

1% 

Water served upon request at 
restaurants. 

Yes 

2 
Pools and Spas - 

Require covers for 
pools and spas 

2% 
Require covers for pools and spas. Yes 

2 
Expand Public 
Information 
Campaign 

2% 

Expand Public Information 
Campaign regarding water 
shortages such as websites, e-mails, 
presentations, business placards, 
school education. 

No 

2 

Implement or 
Modify Drought 

Rate Structure or 
Surcharge 

4% 

Water shortage pricing. Yes 

2 Reduce System 
Water Loss 2% Reduce System Water Loss. No 

2 

CII - Lodging 
establishment 

must offer opt out 
of linen service 

1% 

Lodging establishment must offer 
opt out of linen service.  

Yes 

2 

Other water 
feature or 

swimming pool 
restriction 

1% 

Draining of pools or refilling shall be 
done only for health or safety 
reasons. 

Yes 

2 Other 1% 

Reduce indoor and outdoor water 
use by specified percentage as 
determined (based on Shortage 
Stage). Contact the City for 
additional tips and techniques to 
reduce water use. 

Yes 
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No Is the Supplier completing this table using the standard six levels? 

Shortage 
Level (a) 

Demand Reduction 
Actions  

How much is 
this going to 
reduce the 
shortage 

gap? (%) (b) 

Additional Explanation or Reference 
(Opt) 

Penalty, 
Charge, or 

Other 
Enforcement? 

2 

Landscape - Other 
Landscape 

Restriction or 
Prohibition 

2% 

Irrigation of parks, school ground 
areas, and road median landscaping 
will not be permitted more than 
twice a week and only if necessary. 

Yes 

2 
 

Other - Prohibit 
use of potable 

water for 
construction and 

dust control 

<1% 

The use of potable water for 
sanitation, irrigation, and 
construction purposes, including, 
but not limited to, dust control, 
settling of backfill, flushing of 
plumbing lines, and washing of 
equipment, buildings, and vehicles, 
shall be prohibited in all cases 
where the manager has determined 
that use of reclaimed, recycled, or 
other forms of non-potable water 
use is a feasible alternative. 

Yes 

2 Decrease line 
flushing <1% Main flushing only on complaint 

basis. 
Yes 

3 

CII - Commercial 
kitchens required 
to use pre-rinse 

spray valves 

1% 

Prohibit operation of non-water 
conservation pre-rinse nozzle in a 
food preparation establishment 
such as a restaurant or cafeteria. 

Yes 

3 

Other water 
feature or 

swimming pool 
restriction 

1% 

No filling of pools or aesthetic water 
features. 

Yes 

3 

Landscape - Other 
Landscape 

Restriction or 
Prohibition 

3% 

Require large landscapes to adhere 
to water budgets. 

Yes 

3 

Landscape - Other 
Landscape 

Restriction or 
Prohibition 

2% 

Whether irrigated with potable or 
non-potable water, limit all 
irrigation to two days per week for 
no more than 10 minutes per 
station per day. 

Yes 

3 

Other - Customers 
must repair leaks, 

breaks, and 
malfunctions in a 

timely manner 

1% 

Require large users to audit 
premises and repair leaks. 

Yes 

3 Increase Water 
Waste Patrols 1% Implement Water Waste Patrols. No 
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No Is the Supplier completing this table using the standard six levels? 

Shortage 
Level (a) 

Demand Reduction 
Actions  

How much is 
this going to 
reduce the 
shortage 

gap? (%) (b) 

Additional Explanation or Reference 
(Opt) 

Penalty, 
Charge, or 

Other 
Enforcement? 

3 

Other - Prohibit 
vehicle washing 

except at facilities 
using recycled or 

recirculating water 

1% 

Washing of personal vehicles at 
home (including autos, trucks, 
trailers, motor homes, boats, or 
others) is prohibited. 

Yes 

4 Other 1% No new construction meters will be 
issued. 

No 

4 

Implement or 
Modify drought 
rate structure or 

surcharge 

3% 

Water Emergency tiered pricing will 
be implemented pursuant to 
requirements of Proposition 218 in 
accordance with California Law. 

Yes 

4 Other 2% 
Modify customer indoor water use 
budgets. No outdoor water use 
budget. 

Yes 

4 Other 2% 
Water use for public health and 
safety purposes only. Customer 
rationing may be implemented. 

Yes 

4 

Landscape - Other 
Landscape 

Restriction or 
Prohibition 

2% 

All landscape and non-essential 
outdoor water use for all Customers 
in all areas of the City’s water 
service area shall be prohibited. 

Yes 

5 Other >5% 

The City Council may impose any 
water rationing requirement that it 
deems appropriate to protect public 
health, safety, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience. 

Yes 

NOTES: 
(a) If a water shortage progresses through multiple levels, all demand reduction actions in the previous 
level(s) are implemented in addition to current level actions.  
(b) Reduction in the shortage gap is estimated and can vary significantly.  

8.4.3 Operational Changes  

During shortage conditions, operations may be affected by demand reduction responses. Operational 
changes to address a short-term water shortage may be implemented based on the severity of the 
reduction goal. The City will maximize its groundwater supply by implementing operational strategies and 
demand reduction measures.  

As part of the AWSDA process, the City will consider their operational procedures at the time of a shortage 
to identify changes that can be implemented to address water shortage on a short-term basis, including 
but not limited to:  

• Expansion of public information campaign to educate and inform customers of the water shortage 
emergency and required water savings. 
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• Decrease line flushing to only on a compliant basis. 

• Use water patrols and increase frequency of meter reading by recruiting staff from other 
departments if necessary. 

• Offer water use surveys. 

• Implement or modify drought rate structure or surcharge or water emergency tiered pricing, 
pursuant to the requirements of Proposition 218 and in accordance with California Law. 

• Prohibit any new permits for hydrant-construction or temporary construction meters. 

• Monitor construction meters and fire hydrant meters for efficient water use in the event that a 
meter identified wastes water. 

• Moratorium on issuing any new building permit unless the: (a) Project is found by the Council to 
be necessary for public health and/or safety; (b) Project will use recycled water for construction; 
(c) Project will not result in a net increase in non-recycled water use; (d) Project has adequate 
Conservation Offsets. 

• Suspend the consideration of annexation to its service area unless the annexation increases the 
water supply available more than the anticipated demands of the property to be annexed. 

• Reduce overhead in the short-term and mid-term by deferring non-critical Capital Improvement 
Projects and major maintenance expenditures, and in the long-term by adjusting operational and 
staffing levels and retail water rate structures to incorporate the reality of lower retail water sales 
than previously anticipated. 

• Decrease in the level or, if need be, even a total interruption in the expenditures for the agency’s 
facility replacement program. Non-critical replacement projects will have little or no impact on 
the agency or its customers and would only extend the master planned replacement schedule.  

8.4.4 Additional Mandatory Restrictions 

The City’s Municipal Code 13.04.060 includes prohibition on various wasteful water uses. These 
mandatory prohibitions are implemented and enforced at all times. Restrictions include: 

• Prohibit the use of potable water for outdoor landscapes between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m., or in such a manner that causes runoff such that water flows onto adjacent property, 
non-irrigated areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots or structures; 

• Prohibit the use of potable water to wash sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, open 
ground, or other hard surfaced areas by direct application; provided, that flammable or other 
similar dangerous substances may be washed from those areas by direct hose flushing for the 
benefit of public health and safety; and provided, further, that the prohibition in this subdivision 
shall not apply to commercial steam cleaning; 

• Prohibit allowing potable water to escape from breaks within the customer’s plumbing system for 
more than eight hours after the customer is notified or discovers the break; 

• Prohibit washing a vehicle with a hose without a positive shutoff nozzle; 

• Prohibit the use of potable water for dust control at construction sites when the entity performing 
the work has access to recycled water; 

• Prohibit the use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where 
the water is part of a recirculating system; 
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• Prohibit the use of potable water for outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours of 
measurable rainfall. 

8.4.5 Emergency Response Plan  

Water shortage disaster response is coordinated between the City of Lompoc Fire Department and the 
Utilities Department. The City has mutual aid agreements with VSFB, Santa Barbara County, and provisions 
for assistance from state utilities through its membership in the California Utilities Emergency Association 
(CUEA). The City’s membership in CUEA provides a network of State of California water utilities that can 
aid the City in an emergency. 

The City is also a member of the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement, which provides for borrowing 
personnel and equipment from member agencies in Santa Barbara County and Southern California. The 
City’s Water Division also has a Disaster/Emergency Response Plan (ERP). The ERP addresses the Water 
Division’s response to extraordinary emergency situations associated with natural disasters, 
technological, and catastrophic events, which cause widespread damage, loss, or destruction. The ERP 
provides operational concepts relating to the various emergency situations, identifies components of the 
Emergency Management Organization, and describes the overall responsibilities of the organization for 
protecting life and property and assuring the overall well-being of the population. This ERP also identifies 
the sources of outside support that might be provided. The ERP details the Division’s response, personnel, 
and assistance, which will be provided during a disaster and emergency. 

The City provides emergency power for total treatment at the Lompoc Water Treatment Plant, through a 
1000-kilowatt (kW) generator. Switchgear and four 200 kW portable generators are provided to operate 
four wells. Two wells will supply approximately 3.5 MGD during extended power shortages. Additional 
generators can and will be acquired, if necessary, for a prolonged crisis. 

If a City emergency resulted in several fires within the City, the following could occur: 

1) Alert City residents to conserve water due to the local emergency by use of local and regional 
media. 

2) Use existing City fire trucks and, if necessary, request additional fire trucks from Santa Barbara 
County, VSFB, and Southern California cities. This assistance would depend on the availability of 
personnel and equipment in the agencies. 

3) If necessary, use local tank trucks to bring water into the City through a mutual aid agreement. 

4) Pump non-potable water out of the Lompoc Regional Wastewater Reclamation Plant, the Pacific 
Ocean, River Park Lake and the Santa Ynez River, if additional water was available and needed for 
firefighting. 

5) Demolish the buildings if a major disaster occurred and there was insufficient water to fight fires. 

If the City experienced an emergency due to an earthquake, the following would occur: 

1) City staff would begin by checking the Lompoc Water Treatment Plant to determine if the Plant 
was operational. 

2) If the Lompoc Water Treatment Plant was operational, City staff would next check the entire water 
distribution system to determine if it was operational. This would include an inspection of all of 
the water system components, such as water mains, water service lines, and the City’s four water 
reservoirs. City staff would also survey the water distribution system to determine if anything 
needed to be repaired and prioritize these repairs. Three of the City’s reservoirs (Avalon, “O” 
Street, and Miguelito) are equipped with seismic valves, which will secure the reservoirs in the 
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event of a major earthquake. The Beattie Reservoir does not have seismic valves; however, the 
Lompoc Water Treatment Plant has an automated control valve to secure the reservoir. 

3) City staff would also alert City residents to conserve water due to the earthquake. If the local and 
regional media were not operational, City staff would drive down the City streets and hand out 
flyers and/or use a public address system in City vehicles, if available, to notify residents that they 
should conserve water. 

4) City staff would also request assistance, if needed and available, from VSFB, Santa Barbara County, 
and Southern California cities. 

5) If City staff found that the Lompoc Water Treatment Plant was damaged or was no longer standing, 
then City staff would determine how much water was left in the City reservoirs. The water from 
the reservoirs could be distributed by gravity feeding it into the distribution system, because all of 
the reservoirs are located on a hill in the City. This works even if electrical power is not available. 

6) If the Lompoc Water Treatment Plant was operational, then the City could use the four generators 
at the four highest producing wells. These four wells could supply 5 MGD during extended electric 
power shortages. However, the City would also need a source of fuel for the generators. As City 
customers conserved water, the City could supply City customers’ needs with a supply of 3 MGD 
of water. 

7) If the City was no longer able to secure fuel for the generators and supply City water to the 
customers, then the City would need to secure tanker trucks to supply water to the City residents. 
The City may also need to issue boiled water alerts. Additionally, the City may have to secure 
bottled water and provide a distribution site for customers to secure the water. 

8) City staff could also request assistance from VSFB, Santa Barbara County, and Southern California 
cities. This assistance would depend on the availability of personnel and equipment in the 
agencies. 

8.4.6 Seismic Risk Assessment and Mitigation Plan 

 
Disasters, such as earthquakes, can and will occur without notice. Refer to the City of Lompoc Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (Appendix F) Section 5.3 for Seismic Risk Assessment and Section 7 for Mitigation Plan 
procedures. 

8.4.7 Shortage Response Action Effectiveness 

Under normal water supply conditions, potable water production figures are recorded daily at the water 
treatment facility. Totals are reported monthly to the Utility Director. From this information, month-to-
month and year-to-year statistics can be calculated to track water use and subsequent increases or 

  CWC §10632.5 

(a) In addition to the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 10632, beginning January 1, 
2020, the plan shall include a seismic risk assessment and mitigation plan to assess the vulnerability of each of 
the various facilities of a water system and mitigate those vulnerabilities. 

(b) An urban water supplier shall update the seismic risk assessment and mitigation plan when updating its urban 
water management plan as required by Section 10621. 

(c) An urban water supplier may comply with this section by submitting, pursuant to Section 10644, a copy of the 
most recent adopted local hazard mitigation plan or multihazard mitigation plan under the federal Disaster 
Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) if the local hazard mitigation plan or multihazard mitigation plan 
addresses seismic risk. 
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reductions in consumption levels. This data allows the City to determine the effectiveness of the 
implemented shortage response actions. If reduction goals are not met, the Council can make the 
necessary decisions for corrective action to be taken. Since the City has daily production records available 
during a drought or other water emergency, more frequent reporting could be provided. 

During water shortage conditions, savings are measured in comparison to normal year demand, or in 
reference to a specific base year as may be dictated by Statewide requirements. Estimates of the 
effectiveness of actions have been included in Table 8-5. 

8.5 Communication Protocols  

 
This section describes the communication protocols and procedures to inform customers, the public, and 
state and local officials of any current or predicted water shortages. When a shortage level is enacted or 
changed, a notice is published in the local newspaper and the City’s website is updated. Based on the 
severity of the shortage conditions, the City may also advertise on the local radio, publish especial 
publications, post billboards throughout the service area, hang door tags, or send notifications to all its 
customers via mail. This WSCP includes a staged plan to outline and provide guidance for efficient 
communication of declaration of a shortage level, inform restrictions, and provide updates during a water 
shortage emergency shown in Table 8-6. 

  CWC §10632  

(a) Every urban water supplier shall prepare and adopt a water shortage contingency plan as part of its urban 
water management plan consists of each of the following elements: 

(5) Communication protocols and procedures to inform customers, the public, interested parties, and local, 
regional, and state governments, regarding, at a minimum, all of the following: 

(A) Any current or predicted shortages as determined by the annual water supply and demand assessment 
described pursuant to Section 10632.1. 

(B) Any shortage response actions triggered or anticipated to be triggered by the annual water supply and 
demand assessment described pursuant to Section 10632.1. 

(C) Any other relevant communications. 
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Table 8-6 Communication Protocol During Water Shortage Conditions 

Level Action 

1 Information posted on the City’s website (www.cityoflompoc.com). 

1 Increased paid advertising – print, online, radio, billboards, TV, streaming, social media, etc. 

1 News conference or other event to announce/explain change in WSCP level or general water 
conservation. tactics 

1 Modify school assembly program content to include messages about need for increased 
voluntary conservation. 

1 Information included in utility bill inserts or other mailings on a regular basis. 

1 Hanging door tags with information throughout service area. 

2 Targeted outreach and technical assistance to highest water users in each classification.  

2 Engage Council members and provide them with resources to share with constituents. 

3 Increased paid advertising – print, online, radio, TV, streaming, social media, movie theatres, 
buses, etc.  

4 Assemble and promote the speaker’s bureau for water shortage presentations for 
neighborhood groups, gardening clubs, Homeowners Associations, churches, senior centers, 
neighborhood associations, business associations, community groups, property management 
companies, etc.  

4 Increased coordination with the local landscaping industry including water shortage 
information in their newsletters, publications, and facilities: local wholesale and retail 
nurseries and irrigation supply stores.  

5 Signage posted at nurseries and irrigation supply stores.  

5 Outreach materials and drought notices mailed to the hospitality industry including 
restaurants and lodging. 

NOTES: If a water shortage progresses through multiple levels, all measures in the previous level(s) 
are implemented in addition to current level actions. 

8.6 Compliance and Enforcement 

 
All of the restrictions and prohibitions on end uses are associated with enforcement measures as outlined 
below. This system is based on the progressive number of violations of the user. Failure to comply with 
the provisions shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable under CWC §377. The fines for each violation 
are noted below in Table 8-7. The Utility Director may shut off the water service to any property where a 
violation of this Section occurs, and the City’s usual reconnection charge will be applied upon resumption 
of service. 

  CWC §10632  

(a)(6) For an urban retail water supplier, customer compliance, enforcement, appeal, and exemption procedures 
for triggered shortage response actions as determined pursuant to Section 10632.2. 
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Table 8-7 Penalties for Water Wastage 

Violation Penalty 

First Written Warning 

Second $50 

Third $100 

Fourth & continuing $250 

NOTES: Violations are counted and enforced within a one-year period. 

8.7 Legal Authorities  

 
This section describes the City’s legal authority to implement and enforce water shortage response 
actions.  

8.7.1 Declaration of Water Shortage 

California Constitution Article X, Section 2 and CWC §100 provide that water must be put to beneficial 
use; waste, unreasonable use, or unreasonable method of use of water shall be prevented; and the 
conservation of water is to be exercised with a view to the reasonable and beneficial use thereof in the 
interest of the people and the public welfare. In addition, CWC §375 provides the City with the statutory 
authority to adopt and enforce water conservation restrictions, and CWC Sections 350 et seq. authorize 
the City to declare a water shortage emergency and impose water conservation measures when it is 
determined that the City may not be able to satisfy ordinary demands without depleting supplies to an 
insufficient level.  

If necessary, the City will declare a water shortage emergency in accordance with CWC Chapter 3 
(commencing with Section 350) of Division 1. Once having declared a water shortage, the City is provided 
with broad powers to implement and enforce regulations and restrictions for managing a water shortage. 
For example, CWC §375(a) provides the following:  

  CWC §10632 (a)(7) 

(A) A description of the legal authorities that empower the urban water supplier to implement and enforce its 
shortage response actions specified in paragraph (4) that may include, but are not limited to, statutory 
authorities, ordinances, resolutions, and contract provisions. 

(B) A statement that an urban water supplier shall declare a water shortage emergency in accordance with 
Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 350) of Division 1. 

(C) A statement that an urban water supplier shall coordinate with any city or county within which it provides 
water supply services for the possible proclamation of a local emergency, as defined in Section 8558 of the 
Government Code. 

  CWC Section Division 1, Section 350  

Declaration of water shortage emergency condition. The governing body of a distributor of a public water supply, 
whether publicly or privately owned and including a mutual water company, shall declare a water shortage 
emergency condition to prevail within the area served by such distributor whenever it finds and determines that 
the ordinary demands and requirements of water consumers cannot be satisfied without depleting the water 
supply of the distributor to the extent that there would be insufficient water for human consumption, sanitation, 
and fire protection.  
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“Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, any public entity which supplies water at retail 
or wholesale for the benefit of persons within the service area or area of jurisdiction of the public 
entity may, by ordinance or resolution adopted by a majority of the members of the governing 
body after holding a public hearing upon notice and making appropriate findings of necessity for 
the adoption of a water conservation program, adopt and enforce a water conservation program 
to reduce the quantity of water used by those persons for the purpose of conserving the water 
supplies of the public entity.” 

CWC Section 375(b) grants the City with the authority to set prices to encourage water conservation. 

Under California law, including CWC Chapter 3.3 and Chapter 3.5 of Division 1, Parts 2.55 and 2.6 of 
Division 6, Division 13, and Article X, Section 2 of the California Constitution, the City is authorized to 
implement the water shortage actions outlined in this WSCP. Prior to enacting a shortage level, the 
resolution providing the Council with authority to enact each level of the WSCP will be adopted. 
Resolutions to enact the WSCP can be adopted at any meeting of the City Council, which occur twice 
monthly.  

8.7.2 Proclamation of Local Emergency 

The City coordinates internally across departments and with the City Council for the potential 
proclamation of a local emergency, as well as Santa Barbara County through established emergency 
response and communication protocols. This coordination supports information sharing and regional 
emergency response related to water supply conditions. 

8.8 Financial Consequences of a WSCP 

 
This section describes the financial consequences of, and responses to, drought conditions.  

8.8.1 Financial Impacts and Mitigation Actions 

Per CWC Chapter 3.3 (Excessive Residential Water Use During Drought), additional costs could be incurred 
to monitor and enforce response actions during a shortage. The cost incurred may vary depending on the 
shortage stage and duration of the water shortage emergency. 

The majority of the operating costs for most water agencies are fixed rather than a function of the amount 
of water sold. As a result, when significant conservation programs are undertaken, it is frequently 
necessary to raise water rates because the revenue generated is based on lower total consumption while 
the revenue required is effectively fixed. In order to counteract the financial impact of conservation, the 
City may institute an increase in the rate structure so that lower projected water consumption would 
generate the added revenue needed by the City’s Water Enterprise fund. Another option would be the 
use of reserves to minimize the need for additional rate increases. A full analysis of the water rates based 

  CWC §10632 

(a)(8) A description of the financial consequences of, and responses for, drought conditions, including, but not 
limited to, all of the following: 

(A) A description of potential revenue reductions and expense increases associated with activated shortage 
response actions described in paragraph (4).  

(B) A description of mitigation actions needed to address revenue reductions and expense increases associated 
with activated shortage response actions described in paragraph (4).  

(C) A description of the cost of compliance with Chapter 3.3 (commencing with Section 365) of Division 1. [retail 
urban suppliers only]  
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on the financial conditions at the time water reduction would occur would be presented to the City Council 
for their approval. 

8.8.2 Reporting Cost of Compliance With Excessive Water Use Prohibition During Drought 
Emergency 

 
The City implements measures to prohibit excessive water use from individually metered or submetered 
residential customers. Compliance is achieved through implementation of the WSCP and Municipal Code 
Chapter 13.04.060. Costs are primarily related to administrative tasks and enforcement. The total cost of 
compliance depends on the water shortage level and duration of the shortage.  

8.9 Monitoring and Reporting 

 
This section describes the reporting requirements and monitoring procedures to implement the WSCP 
and track and evaluate the response actions’ effectiveness.  

As described in Section 8.2, the City tracks its supplies and project demands on an annual basis and, if 
water shortage conditions described in Table 8-2 are projected, the City will enact its WSCP. Monitoring 
demands is essential to ensure the WSCP response actions are adequately meeting reductions and 
decreasing the supply and demand gap. This will help to analyze the effectiveness of the WSCP or identify 
the need to activate additional response actions.  

The water savings from the implementation of the WSCP will be determined based on monthly production 
reports which will be compared to the supply from prior months, the same period of the prior year, and/or 
the allocation. First, the cumulative consumption for the various sectors (e.g., residential, commercial, 
etc.) will be evaluated to reach the target demand reduction level. Then, if needed, individual accounts 
will be monitored. Weather and other possible influences may be accounted for in the evaluation. 

8.10 WSCP Refinement Procedures 

 
The WSCP is best prepared and implemented as an adaptive management plan. The City will use results 
obtained from the monitoring and reporting program (Section 8.9) to evaluate any needs for revisions. 
The WSCP is used to provide guidance to the Council, staff, and the public by identifying response actions 
to allow for efficient management of any water shortage with predictability and accountability.  

To maintain a useful and efficient standard of practice in water shortage conditions, the requirements, 
criteria, and response actions need to be continually evaluated and improved upon to ensure that its 

  CWC §10632 

(a)(8)(C) A description of the cost of compliance with Chapter 3.3 (commencing with Section 365) of Division 1. 

  CWC §10632 

(a)(9) For an urban retail water supplier, monitoring and reporting requirements and procedures that ensure 
appropriate data is collected, tracked, and analyzed for purposes of monitoring customer compliance and to meet 
state reporting requirements. 

  CWC §10632  

(a)(10) Reevaluation and improvement procedures for systematically monitoring and evaluating the functionality 
of the water shortage contingency plan in order to ensure shortage risk tolerance is adequate and appropriate 
water shortage mitigation strategies are implemented as needed. 
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shortage risk tolerance is adequate, and the shortage response actions are effective and up to date based 
on lessons learned from implementing the WSCP. Potential changes to the WSCP that would warrant an 
update include, but are not limited to, any changes to shortage level triggers, changes to the shortage 
level structure, and/or changes to the response actions. Any prospective changes to the WSCP would need 
to be presented at a public hearing, where staff would obtain any comments and adopt the updated 
WSCP. The steps to formally amend the WSCP are discussed in Section 8.12. 

Potential refinements will be documented and integrated in the next WSCP update. If new response 
actions are identified by staff or public, these could be advertised as voluntary actions until these are 
formally adopted as mandatory. 

8.11 Special Water Feature Distinction  

 
Suppliers must analyze and define water features that are artificially supplied with water, including ponds, 
lakes, waterfalls, and fountains, separately from swimming pools and spas, as defined in subdivision (a) of 
Section 115921 of the Health and Safety Code. Non-pool or non-spa water features may use or be able to 
use recycled water, whereas pools and spas must use potable water for health and safety considerations. 
Therefore, limitations to pools and spas may require different considerations compared to non-pool or 
non-spa water features. 

  CWC §10632  

(b) For purposes of developing the water shortage contingency plan pursuant to subdivision (a), an urban water 
supplier shall analyze and define water features that are artificially supplied with water, including ponds, lakes, 
waterfalls, and fountains, separately from swimming pools and spas, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 
115921 of the Health and Safety Code. 
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8.12 Plan Adoption, Submittal, and Availability 

 
Because the WSCP is a standalone document that can be updated as needed, Table 8-8 describes the 
general steps to adopt and submit an updated or amended WSCP. 

This 2025 WSCP was presented to the City Council for adoption at the 19 May 2026 council meeting. In 
compliance with notification requirements, the City provided a 60-Day Notice to all applicable cities, 
counties, and districts prior to public hearing. Public hearing notices were also published in the local 
newspaper twice, with at least five days between publications and more than two weeks before the public 
hearing. Entities who received a 60-Day Notice are listed in Table 10-1 of the UWMP, and copies of the 
60-Day Notices and newspaper publications are included in Appendix C and Appendix D of the UWMP. 
The WSCP was made available to all staff, customers, and other entities 30 days in advance of the public 
hearing at City Hall during regular business hours and online. City Council formally adopted the WSCP on 
19 May 2026 by Resolution [to be added after adoption], included in Appendix G.  

The WSCP was submitted to DWR via the WUE Data Portal at the same time as the 2025 UWMP in advance 
of the 1 July 2026 deadline. A copy of the 2025 UWMP and WSCP were submitted to the California State 
Library within 30 days of adoption. Electronic copies were provided to all relevant cities and counties 
affected by the City’s service area within 30 days of adoption. 

  CWC §10632  

(c) The urban water supplier shall make available the water shortage contingency plan prepared pursuant to this 
article to its customers and any city or county within which it provides water supplies no later than 30 days after 
adoption of the water shortage contingency plan. 

  CWC §10642  

…Prior to adopting either [UWMP and WSCP], the urban water supplier shall make both the plan [UWMP] and 
water shortage contingency plan available for public inspection and shall hold a public hearing or hearings 
thereon…After the hearing or hearings, the plan [UWMP] or water shortage contingency plan shall be adopted 
as prepared or as modified after the hearing or hearings.  

  CWC §10640  

(b) …The supplier shall likewise periodically review the water shortage contingency plan as required by paragraph 
(10) of subdivision (a) of Section 10632 and any amendments or changes required as a result of that review shall 
be adopted pursuant to this article [Article 3 Sections 10640 -10645]  

  CWC §10644  

(a)(2)(b) If an urban water supplier revises its water shortage contingency plan the supplier shall submit to the 
department a copy of it water shortage contingency plan prepared pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 10632 
[required elements of a WSCP] no later than 30 days after adoption, in accordance with protocols for submission 
and using electronic reporting tools developed by the department.  
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Table 8-8 Processes and Steps to Adopt, Submit, and Implement the WSCP 

Step Task Description Timeframe 

1 Notice to 
cities and 
counties 

Notify cities and counties within the service area 
that the WSCP is being updated. It is 
recommended that the notice includes: 

• Time and place of public hearing. 
• Location of the draft Plan, latest revision 

schedule, and contact information of the 
Plan preparer. 

At least 60 days before 
public hearing. 
* If desired, advance 
notices can be issued 
without providing time and 
place of public hearing. 

2 Publish Plan Publish the draft WSCP in advance of public 
hearing meeting (www.cityoflompoc.com)  

At least 2 weeks before 
public hearing. 

3 Notice to the 
public 

Publish two notifications of the public hearing in a 
local newspaper at least once a week for two 
consecutive weeks, with at least 5 days between 
publications. This notice must include:  

• Time and place of hearing. 
• Location of the draft WSCP. 

At least 2 weeks before 
public hearing. 
* Include a copy of public 
notices in plan. 

4 Public hearing 
and optional 
adoption 

Host at least one public hearing before adopting 
the WSCP to: 

• Allow for community input. 
• Consider the economic impacts for 

complying with the Plan. 

Public hearing date 
* Adoption can be 
combined as long as public 
hearing is on the agenda 
before adoption 

5 Adoption Before submitting the WSCP to DWR, the 
governing body must formally adopt it. An 
adoption resolution must be included as an 
appendix or as a web address indicating where the 
adoption resolution can be found online. 

At public hearing or at a 
later meeting. 
*The WSCP can be adopted 
as prepared or as modified 
after the hearing. 

6 Plan submittal Submit the adopted or amended WSCP via the 
WUE Data Portal within 30 days of adoption or by 
July 1, if updated with the five-year UWMP cycle.  

Within 30 days of adoption 
or by July 1st, whichever 
comes first. 

7 Plan 
availability  

Submit a CD or hardcopy of the adopted WSCP to 
the California State Library within 30 days of 
adoption. 

California State Library Government 
Publications Section Attention: Coordinator, 
Urban Water Management Plans P.O. Box 
942837 Sacramento, CA 94237-0001 

Provide a copy (hardcopy or electronic) of the 
adopted WSCP to any city and county within the 
service area. 
Make the WSCP available to the public by posting 
the Plan on website or making a hardcopy 
available for public review during normal business 
hours.  

Within 30 days after 
adoption  
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9 DEMAND MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

 
This section describes the City’s efforts to promote water use efficiency, reduce demand, and continue 
compliance with State-mandated water use efficiency requirements. 

9.1 DMMs for Retail Suppliers 

The City centrally administers its conservation programs. For purposes of this section, these programs 
have been grouped in accordance with the DMM categories in the CWC §10631(e)(1)(B).  

9.1.1 Water Waste Prevention Ordinances 

The City has adopted a water waste ordinance (Municipal Code Chapter 13.04.060) that prohibits the 
wasteful use of potable water and improve overall water use efficiency within the service area. The term 
“waste” includes: 

1) The use of potable water for outdoor landscapes between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
or in such a manner that causes runoff such that water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated 
areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots or structures; 

2) The use of potable water to wash sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, open ground or 
other hard surfaced areas by direct application; provided, that flammable or other similar 
dangerous substances may be washed from those areas by direct hose flushing for the benefit of 
public health and safety; and provided, further, that the prohibition in this subdivision shall not 
apply to commercial steam cleaning; 

3) Allowing potable water to escape from breaks within the customer's plumbing system for more 
than eight hours after the customer is notified or discovers the break; 

4) Washing a vehicle with a hose without a positive shutoff nozzle; 

  CWC §10631  

(e) Provide a description of the supplier’s water demand management measures. This description shall include all 
of the following: 

(1)(A) For an urban retail water supplier, as defined in Section 10608.12, a narrative description that addresses 
the nature and extent of each water demand management measure implemented over the past five years. The 
narrative shall describe the water demand management measures that the supplier plans to implement to 
achieve its water use targets pursuant to Section 10608.20. 

(B) The narrative pursuant to this paragraph shall include descriptions of the following water demand 
management measures: 

(i) Water waste prevention ordinances. 

(ii) Metering. 

(iii) Conservation pricing. 

(iv) Public education and outreach. 

(v) Programs to assess and manage distribution system real loss. 

(vi) Water conservation program coordination and staffing support. 

(vii) Other demand management measures that have a significant impact on water use as measured in gallons 
per capita per day, including innovative measures, if implemented. 
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5) The use of potable water for dust control at construction sites when the entity performing the 
work has access to recycled water; 

6) The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, except where the water 
is part of a recirculating system; and 

7) The use of potable water for outdoor landscapes during and within 48 hours of measurable rainfall. 

9.1.2 Metering 

 
All customer connections in the City are fully metered, and billing is based on actual water use. The City 
maintains meters across all customer classes described in Section 4.1.  

9.1.3 Conservation Pricing 

Conservation pricing is designed to discourage wasteful water habits and encourage conservation. The 
City applies a base fee based meter size (Table 9-1). The City then applies a three-tier rate structure to the 
single-family residential customer class, shown in Table 9-2. Under this structure, customers are charged 
higher rates as water use increases, providing an incentive to reduce inefficient consumption. The City 
applies a uniform rate structure to the remaining customer classes (i.e., multi-family and CII) as shown in 
Table 9-3.  

  CWC §526   

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an urban water supplier that, on or after January 1, 2004, receives 
water from the federal Central Valley Project under a water service contract or subcontract … shall do both of the 
following: 

(1) On or before January 1, 2013, install water meters on all service connections to residential and nonagricultural 
commercial buildings constructed prior to January 1, 1992, located within its service area. 

(2) On and after March 1, 2013, or according to the terms of the Central Valley Project water contract in operation, 
charge customers for water based on the actual volume of deliveries, as measured by a water meter. 

  CWC §527  

(a) An urban water supplier that is not subject to Section 526 shall do both of the following: 

(1) Install water meters on all municipal and industrial service connections located within its service area on or 
before January 1, 2025. 
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Table 9-1  Base Fees for Meter Size 

Meter Size Base Fee 
5

8� ” $36.06 

¾” $47.15 

1” $69.31 

1.5” $124.72 

2” $191.22  

3” $346.37 

4” $568.02  

6” $1,122.15 

8” $1,787.09  

10” $2,562.87 

 

Table 9-2  Single Family Residential Conservation Pricing Rate Structure  

Water Units Rate 
0 – 10 HCF $4.33 

11 – 20 HCF $4.63 

21+ HCF $5.53 

NOTES: HCF is defined as 100 cubic feet and is equivalent to 748 gallons of water. 

 

Table 9-3 Multi-Family Residential and CII Water Rates 

Water Units Rate (Uniform) 
Multi-Family $4.33 

Commercial $4.45 

Institutional/Landscape $4.80 

Industrial $4.33 

9.1.4 Public Education and Outreach 

The City began the Public Information Program in 1990. The City's public information program for water 
conservation is targeted at all sectors of the community. The City also distributes public information 
through conservation messages on utility bills, brochures, advertisements, presentations to the 
community, and special events throughout the year. Additionally, City utility bills list current monthly 
usage and have an online service that provides customers with a 12-month history of water usage. The 
City also engaged a Conservation Representative who connects with the community daily via phone calls, 
social media, and the City’s TV station.  

The City funds a water-saving rebates program that assists residents with replacing their toilets with a 
low-flush toilet, their clothes washers with an ENERGY STAR washer, their manual controlled irrigation 
systems with an automatic irrigation controller, and their grass with a drought tolerant landscape. The 
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City also has a rebate to incentivize residents to purchase a 50+ gallon rain barrel. The Water Leak 
Detection and Repair Rebate was also created to help customers offset the cost of locating and repairing 
water leaks requiring the services of a professional. While customers have responded positively to 
outreach regarding assistance programs, the main issue preventing the alleviation of leaks is the 
customers’ inability to pay the upfront cost for plumbing or leak detection services. The City has been 
working with the Efficiency Services Group to set up a leak rebate assignment form procedure to alleviate 
upfront leak detection and repair costs in lieu of credit to a customer’s utility account. This program was 
implemented in fiscal year 2022.  

The City is committed to promoting water conservation and education among its customers. As such, the 
City participates in several programs to encourage customers to use water-saving devices. An example of 
this type of program is the Water Conservation Kits and Challenge the City held in collaboration with the 
Lompoc Public Library and the Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership Program in 2021. As part 
of this event, community members were invited on a first come, first-served basis to pick up conservation 
kits filled with items ranging from coloring books for young kids to low-flow showerheads and aerators 
for adults. Children of the community were encouraged to participate in water conservation challenges 
throughout the month and were entered to win a prize. The City plans to continue promoting water 
conservation through the Lompoc Public Library with events like this in the future. Additionally, the City 
is a USEPA WaterSense Partner and participates in water savings campaigns such as “Fix a leak Week,” 
which is celebrated every third week of March in the City.  

The City also has a Water Conservation in-lieu program which gives developers the option of using water 
conserving fixtures in new developments or paying a Water Conservation In-Lieu Payment. The 
accumulated funds from the program are used to fund rebates for the water conserving fixtures and 
appliances offered by the City.  

The City also provides tours of the wastewater and water facilities to schools and the public, and 
classroom presentations upon request. 

9.1.5 Programs to Assess and Manage Distribution System Real Loss 

As discussed in Section 4.4, reducing distribution system losses is one of the main focuses of MCCWL. The 
City conducts annual water system audits using the AWWA water audit methodology and submits the 
reports to the state. The City is taking proactive steps to reduce distribution system losses through its 
ongoing Leak Detection and Repair Project and expects to comply with the water loss standard by the 
2028 deadline. The Leak Detection and Repair Project, funded by DWR’s Proposition 1 Round 2 IRWM 
Implementation Grant, includes the purchase of leak detection and water pressure monitoring 
equipment, the hiring of specialized leak detection consultants, and an enhanced customer rebate 
program for leak repairs. To date, it is estimated that this project has saved over 25 million gallons of 
water annually (approximately 77 AFY) through identified and repaired leaks on the customer side, and 
approximately 29 million gallons of water annually (approximately 89 AFY) on the supply and distribution 
side. The City staff will continue to proactively identify and repair leaks using new detection equipment 
and recommendations developed through this project. 

9.1.6 Water Conservation Program Coordination and Staffing Support 

The City’s conservation program is supported by a Utility Conservation Coordinator, which splits time 
between water and energy conservation programs. Additionally, the Customer Service Workers assist by 
identifying customers with high water meter reads, leaks, and other circumstances, which are conveyed 
to the Utility Conservation Coordinator for follow up. Customers can contact the Utility Conservation 
Division at (805) 875-8252.  
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9.1.7 Other Demand Management Measures 

The City is committed to implementing cost effective programs that will increase water efficiency. Though 
not required, the City has implemented the following demand management measures during the past five 
years and will continue implementation into the future in order to increase the overall water efficiency of 
the City’s customers. The following is a brief description of each program. Additional information is 
available on the City’s website (https://www.directefficiency.com/lompoc).  

Water Audits  

The City's Utility Conservation Coordinator has been performing free indoor and outdoor audits since 
1987 on residential and commercial properties, which have high water utility bills, suspect a leak on their 
premises, or request an audit. While most of the audits are computer and phone based, customer service 
and conservation staff do conduct physical audits if necessary. During an indoor audit, the Utility 
Conservation Coordinator reviews water fixtures and provides information on available rebates and 
conservation tips via a video call when applicable. During an outdoor audit, the Utility Conservation 
Coordinator reviews irrigation methods used for landscaped areas and provides information on available 
rebates and offers conservation tips when applicable.  

Water Retrofit Program  

The City provides a rebate to residential customers for purchase and installation of new qualifying water 
conservation apparatuses. Rebate amounts are $100 for the purchase and installation of a WaterSense 
Labeled, high-efficiency toilet (1.28 gallons per flush or less), and $20 for the purchase and installation of 
a WaterSense Labeled showerhead. 

Landscape Rebate Program  

The City offers a rebate of $2 per square foot, up to 1,000 square feet and maximum rebate of $2,000, to 
residential and commercial customers for the conversion of grass areas into qualified drought-tolerant 
landscaping.  

Irrigation Controller  

The City offers a $100 rebate on automatic irrigation controllers for customers replacing their manually 
controlled irrigation systems with a WaterSense labeled automatic irrigation controller. 

High Efficiency Clothes Washer Programs  

A $300 rebate is available for the replacement of a working, non-ENERGY STAR certified clothes washer 
with new ENERGY STAR certified clothes washer. The rebate is for standard size units only; compact units 
are not eligible for the rebate. The old clothes washer is required to be taken out of service and recycled 
at the City of Lompoc Landfill.  

Dishwasher Rebate Program  

A $50 rebate is available for the replacement of a working, pre-2010 dishwasher that is not ENERGY STAR 
certified with a new ENERGY STAR certified dishwasher. The new dishwasher must be standard size with 
8 or more place settings and 6 serving pieces. The old dishwasher is required to be taken out of service 
and recycled at the City of Lompoc Landfill.  

Rain Barrel Rebate Program  

A rebate of up to $50 is available for the purchase of a 50+ gallon rain barrel with limit of 4 barrels per 
customer.  
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Leak Detection Program  

As described previously, a Water Leak Detection and Repair Rebate was also created to help customers 
offset the cost of locating and repairing water leaks requiring the services of a professional. The maximum 
rebate available is $1,000, which includes $900 maximum for materials and labor costs, and $100 credit 
for excessive water charges associated with the leak. Customers are limited to one rebate per year.  

9.2 Implementation over the Past Five Years 

The City has an extensive rebate program for both residential and commercial customers. Participation in 
all the water conservation programs from 2011 through 2025 is shown in Table 9-4.  

Table 9-4 Participation in Water Conservation Programs: 2011-2025 

Year 
Clothes 
Washer 
Rebates 

Dishwasher 
Rebates 

Landscape 
Rebate 

Leak 
Detection 

Rain 
Barrel 

Rebates 
Toilets Water 

Audits 

2025 43 16 15 83 1 21 782 

2024 60 21 28 65 3 20 354 (a) 

2023 39 15 19 66 3 22 (a) 

2022 36 9 22 53 4 38 (b) 

2021 50 24 17 42 1 41 (b) 

2020 35 5 13 39 3 41 2,424 

2019 6 2 11 30 6 454 585 (c) 

2018 24 3 25 9 2 40 559 (c) 

2017 31 4 15 18 7 18 99 (c) 

2016 31 15 17 19 (a) 22 124 172 (c) 

2015 52 11 42 18 54 104 220 

2014 71 8 3 19 20 68 200 

2013 69 6 2 11 13 93 195 

2012 85 6 2 21 7 78 170 

2011 39 6 1 22 2 70 175 

TOTAL 671 151 232 515 148 1,232 5,935 
NOTES:  
(a) Program was on a 9-month hiatus until June 2024. 
(b) Data unavailable. 
(c) Values are estimated.  
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9.3 Implementation to Achieve Water-Use Targets 

 
The City maintains an ongoing commitment to supporting water conservation practices. As described in 
Section 5.1, the 2020 UWMP documented the City’s compliance with its 2020 Target, which was largely 
achieved through the implementation of a wide range of water use efficiency programs over the past 
decade. These programs have resulted in consistently high efficiency levels in recent years. The City will 
continue implementation of DMMs to support ongoing compliance with MCCWL, as described in 
Section 5.2. 

Furthermore, the WMA GSP identifies projects and management actions to support overall Basin 
sustainability. The WMA GSP Group 1 Projects and Management Action No. 1: Basin-Wide Conservation 
Efforts (PMA 1) focuses on the continued implementation of conservation programs and projects across 
the WMA. The City will continue coordination with the WMA GSA and implementation of DMMs to 
support PMA 1 and maintain Basin sustainability.

  CWC §10631   

(e)(1)(A) For an urban retail water supplier, as defined in Section 10608.12, a narrative description that addresses 
the nature and extent of each water demand management measure implemented over the past five years. The 
narrative shall describe the water demand management measure that the supplier plans to implement to achieve 
its water use targets pursuant to Section 10608.20. 
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10 PLAN ADOPTION, SUBMITTAL, AND IMPLEMENTATION 
This section provides information on a public hearing and adoption process for the City’s UWMP and 
WSCP, as well as submittal requirements for the adopted plans. It also outlines plan implementation and 
the process for amending the adopted UWMP or WSCP.  

10.1 Inclusion of All 2025 Data 

Because the City reports on a calendar year basis, this UWMP includes complete water use and planning 
data for the entire 2025 calendar year, per the 2025 UWMP Guidebook. All data reported herein reflects 
the finalized 2025 information necessary to meet UWMP requirements. 

10.2 Notice of Plan Preparation and Public Hearing 

 
Section 2.3.3 describes the City’s initial outreach for the 2025 UWMP update, including distribution of the 
60-Day Notice on 30 January 2026. The 60-Day Notice was provided more than 60 days prior to the public 
hearing and informed applicable entities that the Plan would be reviewed and updated. Agencies that 
received the 60-Day Notice are listed in Table 10-1, and correspondence is provided in Appendix C. 

The City also provided a Public Hearing Notice to the entities listed in Table 10-1 notifying them of the 
UWMP and WSCP public hearing with the specific date, time, and location of the public hearing. The Public 
Hearing Notice also provided instructions on how to view the Draft UWMP and WSCP prior to the hearing, 
the revision schedule, and contact information of the UWMP and WSCP preparer. In addition, the City 
published the Public Hearing Notice in the Lompoc Record and The Lompoc Vision at least two weeks in 
advance, once a week for two consecutive weeks, with at least five days between the respective 
publication dates. The Public Hearing Notice was first noticed in the local paper on 5 May 2026, and again 
on 12 May 2026. The Public Hearing Notices, including correspondence with entities and publications, can 
be found in Appendix D.  

  CWC §10621 

(b) Every urban water supplier required to prepare a plan shall … at least 60 days prior to the public hearing on 
the plan … notify any city or county within which the supplier provides waters supplies that the urban water 
supplier will be reviewing the plan and considering amendments or changes to the plan. 

  CWC §10642 

…Prior to adopting either [the plan or water shortage contingency plan], the urban water supplier shall make 
both the plan and the water shortage contingency plan available for public inspection and shall hold a public 
hearing or hearings thereon. Prior to any of these hearings, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be 
published within the jurisdiction of the publicly owned water supplier pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government 
Code [see below]. The urban water supplier shall provide notice of the time and place of a hearing to any city or 
county within which the supplier provides water supplies Notices by a local public agency pursuant to this section 
shall be provided pursuant to Chapter 17.5 (commencing with Section 7290) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the 
Government Code. A privately owned water supplier shall provide an equivalent notice within its service area. 

  CGC §6066 

Publication of notice pursuant to this section shall be once a week for two successive weeks. Two publications in 
a newspaper published once a week or oftener, with at least five days intervening between the respective 
publication dates not counting such publication dates, are sufficient. The period of notice commences upon the 
first day of publication and terminates at the end of the fourteenth day, including therein the first day. 

 



Section 10 2025 Urban Water Management Plan 
Plan Adoption, Submittal, and Implementation City of Lompoc 

 PUBLIC DRAFT | APRIL 2026 
 10-2 EKI Environment & Water 

The City maintained a copy of the Draft UWMP and WSCP in its website 
(https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/utilities/water) prior to the public hearing 
for public review. The deadline for public comments on the UWMP and WSCP was the date of the public 
hearing.  

 Table 10-1 Notification to Cities and Counties (DWR Table 10-1) 

City Name 60 Day Notice Notice of Public Hearing 

(a) -- -- 

County Name  60 Day Notice Notice of Public Hearing 

Santa Barbara County Water Agency Yes Yes 

 Water Suppliers and Public Agencies  60 Day Notice Notice of Public Hearing 

City of Lompoc Utility Commission Yes Yes 

Vandenberg Village Community Service District (b) Yes Yes 

Mission Hills Community Service District (b) Yes Yes 

Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District (b) Yes Yes 
Western Management Agency Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (b) Yes Yes 

VSFB (b) Yes Yes 
NOTES: 
(a) The City does not provide water service to any other cities. 
(b) These agencies are not required to receive notifications per CWC §10621 and CWC §10642; 
however, the City provided notifications as a courtesy given proximity to the City and shared use of 
water supply. 

10.3 Public Hearing and Adoption 

 
The City held a public hearing on 19 May 2026 at 6:30 PM to present the UWMP and WSCP. The UWMP 
and WSCP were formally adopted by the City Council on19 May 2026. A copy of the signed Resolution of 
Plan Adoption is included in Appendix G. Correspondence with various participating agencies regarding 
this Plan is also included in Appendix D. 

  CWC §10642 

Each urban water supplier shall encourage the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic 
elements of the population within the service area prior to and during the preparation of both the plan and the 
water shortage contingency plan. Prior to adopting either, the urban water supplier shall make both the plan and 
the water shortage contingency plan available for public inspection and shall hold a public hearing or hearings 
thereon…. After the hearing or hearings, the plan or water shortage contingency plan shall be adopted as 
prepared or as modified after the hearing or hearings. 

  CGC §7291 

…every local public agency… serving a substantial number of non-English-Speaking people, shall employ a 
sufficient number of qualified bilingual persons in public contact positions or as interpreters to assist those in such 
positions, to ensure provision of information and services in the language of the non-English-speaking person. 
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10.4 Plan Submittal and Public Availability  

 
This UWMP and WSCP were submitted to DWR electronically through the WUE Data Portal within 30 days 
of adoption, by the 1 July 2026 deadline. A hard copy of the City’s adopted UWMP and WSCP were also 
sent to the California State Library and Santa Barbara County Water Agency within 30 days of adoption. 
Because the City is not regulated by the California Public Utilities Commission, CWC §10621(c) does not 
apply.  

The City made the UWMP and WSCP available for public review online 
(https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/utilities/water) and at the City’s public office, 
during regular business hours, within 30 days of adoption.  

10.5 Plan Implementation  

 
The implementation of this UWMP shall be carried out as described unless significant changes occur 
between the adoption of this UWMP and the 2030 UWMP. If such significant changes do occur, the City 
will amend and readopt the UWMP as required by the CWC. 

  CWC §10621  

(c) An urban water supplier regulated by the Public Utilities Commission shall include its most recent plan and 
water shortage contingency plan as part of the supplier’s general rate case filings. 

 (e) Each urban water supplier shall update and submit its 2025 plan to the department by July 1, 2026… 

  CWC §10635  

(c) The urban water supplier shall provide that portion of its urban water management plan prepared pursuant 
to this article to any city or county within which it provides water supplies no later than 60 days after the 
submission of its urban water management plan. 

  CWC §10644  

 (a)(1) An urban water supplier shall submit to the department, the California State Library, and any city or county 
within which the supplier provides water supplies a copy of its plan no later than 30 days after adoption. Copies 
of amendments or changes to the plans shall be submitted to the department, the California State Library, and 
any city or county within which the supplier provides water supplies within 30 days after adoption. 

(a)(2) The plan, or amendments to the plan, submitted to the department pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be 
submitted electronically and shall include any standardized forms, tables, or displays specified by the department. 

  CWC §10645 

(a) Not later than 30 days after filing a copy of its plan with the department, the urban water supplier and the 
department shall make the plan available for public review during normal business hours. 

(b) Not later than 30 days after filing a copy of its water shortage contingency plan with the department, the 
urban water supplier and the department shall make the plan available for public review during normal business 
hours. 

 

  CWC §10643 

An urban water supplier shall implement its plan adopted pursuant to this chapter in accordance with the 
schedule set forth in its plan. 
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10.6 Amending an Adopted UWMP or WSCP 

 
If the UWMP or WSCP are amended, each of the steps for notification, public hearing, adoption and 
submittal (i.e., Section 10.2 through Section 10.5) will also be followed for the amended document(s). 

  CWC §10621 

(d) The amendments to, or changes in, the plan shall be adopted and filed in the manner set forth in Article 3 
(commencing with Section 10640). 

  CWC §10644 

(a)(1) Copies of amendments or changes to the plans shall be submitted to the department, the California State 
Library, and any city or county within which the supplier provides water supplies within 30 days after adoption. 

(b) If an urban water supplier revises its water shortage contingency plan, the supplier shall submit to the 
department a copy of its water shortage contingency plan prepared…no later than 30 days after adoption, in 
accordance with protocols for submission and using electronic reporting tools developed by the department. 
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