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City Council Meeting Date: May 19, 2026
TO: Dean Albro, City Manager

FROM: Kristin Worthley, Senior Administrative Analyst
k_worthley@ci.lompoc.ca.us

SUBJECT: 2025 Urban Water Management Plan and Water Shortage Contingency
Plan; Adoption of Resolution No. 6816(26)

Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 6816(26) (Attachment 1),
which adopts the 2025 Urban Water Management Plan and Water Shortage Contingency
Plan (Attachment 2) and authorizes the Utilities Director or designee to file the Plan with
the Department of Water Resources.

Background:

The City prepared the 2025 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) to evaluate the
current water supply and delivery systems and to plan for current and future water use
trends in the community, describe the sources of water supply and the water system, and
document the water demand management measures in place to balance supply and
demand through the year 2050. The purpose of the UWMP is to evaluate long-term
resource planning and establish management measures to ensure adequate water
supplies are available to meet existing and future demand. The UWMP provides a
framework to help water suppliers maintain efficient use of urban water supplies, promote
conservation programs and policies, ensure that sufficient water supplies are available
for future beneficial use and provide a response mechanism during drought conditions or
other water shortages. The UWMP also includes a Water Shortage Contingency Plan
(WSCP) that documents the process used by the City to anticipate water supply
disruptions and describe how the City intends to address a potential water shortage.

The UWMP and WSCP were prepared in accordance with the Urban Water Management
Planning Act (Act). The Act is defined by California Water Code sections 10610 through
10656. The Act was codified with the passage of Assembly Bill 797 during the 1983-1984
regular session of the California legislature. The Act requires every urban water supplier
that provides water for municipal purposes to more than 3,000 connections, or supplies
more than 3,000 acre-feet of water annually, to adopt and submit a UWMP and WSCP
every five years to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR). Subsequent
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assembly bills have amended the Act. As the City had approximately 9,920 active water
connections and supplied 3,761 acre-feet of water to its customers in calendar year 2025,
it is subject to the Act.

The City’s 2025 UWMP includes the following sections: Section 1 (UWMP Introduction),
Section 2 (UWMP Preparation), Section 3 (Service Area Description), Section 4 (Water
Use Characterization), Section 5 (SB X7-7 Baseline, 2020 Target, and 2025 Reporting),
Section 6 (Normal Year Water Supply Characterization), Section 7 (Water Supply
Reliability Assessment), Section 8 (Water Shortage Contingency Planning), Section 9
(Demand Management Measures), and Section 10 (Plan Adoption, Submittal, and
Implementation). The WSCP is included as a chapter of the UWMP but is a stand-alone
document that can be adopted and amended separately.

The UWMP and WSCP must be submitted to DWR by July 1, 2026.
Discussion:

Some of the significant differences between the 2020 UWMP and the 2025 UWMP are
listed below:

e Section 5 of the UWMP discusses Governor Brown’s 2016 Executive Order (EO)
B-37-16, Making Conservation a California Way of Life (MCCWL). Subsequent
legislation (Senate Bill 606 and Assembly Bill 1668) established a framework for
long-term water use efficiency. In July 2024, California adopted the MCCWL
regulation, which established an annual Urban Water Use Objective (UWUOQO) for
water suppliers and Performance Measures for commercial, industrial, and
institutional water users. Because compliance with the UWUO requirements falls
under the authority of the State Water Resources Control Board, UWUO
compliance projections are not included in the UWMP.

e Section 6 of the UWMP was substantially revised since the 2020 UWMP.
Section 6 updated the discussion of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater
Basin (Basin), specifically groundwater management under the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). It describes the development of the three
Groundwater Management Plans (GSPs) for the Basin in 2022 and provides
detailed discussion of the Western Management Area (WMA) GSP. It also
provides a brief description of the projects and management actions identified in
the WMA GSP to maintain Basin sustainability.

e Section 6 of the UWMP discusses that the City suspended the recycled water
program in 2022 due to high costs. Therefore, the UWMP removes recycled water
as a potential supply source for the City through the planning horizon of the UWMP
(i.e., 2050).
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e Section 7 of the UWMP discusses the City’s water supply reliability during three
climate related water scenarios: normal water year, single dry water year, and five-
consecutive dry years. This section has been updated since the 2020 UWMP.
The climate related water scenarios are defined by DWR as follows:

-Normal Year: A year, or an averaged range of years that most closely represents
the median water supply available to the agency.

-Single Dry Year: The single dry year is the year that represents the lowest water
supply available to the agency.

-Five-consecutive Dry Years: The multiple dry years is the time period that
represents the lowest average water supply availability to the agency for a
consecutive multiple year period (five years or more)

The available supplies during a normal year are consistent with projections in the
WMA GSP. Section 7 of the UWMP demonstrates that the City’s supplies are
consistently above projected demands, even during multiple-dry year conditions.

e Section 8 of the UWMP is the Water Shortage Contingency Plan (WSCP). This
section will require the City Council to adopt the WSCP in addition to the UWMP.
The WSCP describes five stages of water shortage levels that may be invoked
during water supply shortages. Each shortage level includes a water reduction
objective, conditions and percent of shortage, which may vary based on the nature
of the water supply shortage. A combination of shortage response actions would
be used to reduce the water shortage in the event of water shortages. There have
been no major updates to the WSCP since 2020.

Fiscal Impact:

Development of the 2025 UWMP and WSCP, as well as the current programs described
in the 2025 UWMP and WSCP, are a part of the City’s normal operation and are included
in the City’s Water Utility Division budget. Possible future water projects discussed in the
UWMP are those identified in the 2022 WMA GSP. These project costs have not been
determined; however, if staff recommends these projects in the future, they will be brought
to the City Council as part of future budget requests for approval.

Conclusion:

Resolution No. 6816(26) adopts the City’s 2025 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP)
and Water Shortage Contingency Plan (WSCP). The City of Lompoc’s 2025 UWMP and
WSCP are available on the City website'!, and hard copies are available in the public
lobby of the City of Lompoc’s City Hall, located at 100 Civic Center Plaza, Lompoc,
California 934 36.

! https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/utilities/water
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Respectfully submitted,

Kristin Worthley, Senior Administrative Analyst

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY MANAGER:

Mike Luther, Utility Director

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL:

Dean Albro, City Manager

Attachments: 1) Resolution No. 6816(26)
2) 2025 Urban Water Management Plan and Water Shortage Contingency
Plan (provided under separate cover at
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/home/showpublisheddocument/48655/63
9122956234030000
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