Date: May 19, 2026

To: Honorable Mayor James Mosby and
Honorable Councilmembers Jeremy Ball, Steve Bridge, Dirk Starbuck, Victor Vega

From: Molly Gerald, Lompoc resident

It has been very disappointing to know that Lompoc City Council has taken no action
regarding the position Councitmember Bridge continues to hold following the charges that
were filed in November 2025 and the legal decision on May 14 to proceed to trial. These
charges relate directly to City of Lompoc funds, and yet Mr. Bridge has remained in office
and is seated on the dais at council meetings.

In contrast, the City of Lompoc Fire Chief, Alicia Welch, was arrested during the last
weekend of May 2022 on domestic abuse suspicions and placed on administrative leave by
the City of Lompoc. Though the SLO County DA declined to prosecute due to insufficient
evidence, Chief Welch resigned effective July 20" and was thanked by the city for her
service. This matter was acknowledged quickly and handled by Chief Welch and the city
with courtesy and dignity.

It would seem appropriate for Lompoc City Council to acknowledge that Councilmember
Bridge faces charges that directly relate to the City of Lompoc and request that he take a

leave of absence or resign in order to maintain the integrity and dignity of the City of
Lompoc’s governance.

Juset, Meere
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