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To the Mayor, Members of the City Council, and the People of Lompoc,

I cannot attend tonight's meeting in person, so I am submitting this comment for the public record. My name is 
Shawna Stillwell and I am a constituent residing in District 4, a California Working Families Member Rep for the 
Central Coast Steering Committee, and lifelong resident of the 805 community.

Steve,

I believe that you believe you’re doing the right thing by sticking around, but I’m looking at this from the outside and I 
have to ask: what is the benefit to Lompoc in you staying?

I’m writing this because I know exactly how the “justice system” works for regular people. A while back, I was out 
doing my job for a delivery platform, just trying to get burger orders and coffee to people to pay my bills, when I was 
falsely arrested and charged with a felony. I didn’t get a four-day preliminary hearing with a city council seat to retreat 
to. I was deplatformed and lost my job instantly. Even after the charges were dropped and my innocence was clear, I 
didn’t get to keep my gig. If a delivery driver is held to a standard of immediate accountability for a false charge, how 
does it make sense that a public servant facing 15 criminal charges gets to keep voting on our taxes?

You’re sitting there facing 10 felonies, including grand theft, forgery, and misappropriating public funds. You allegedly 
used a contractor’s license that expired back in 1994, the year some of us were graduating high school and still 
figuring out who we were, to squeeze money out of city rebate programs. You even dragged your own sons into this 
“tangled web,” and now they’re sitting on witness stands needing limited immunity and court-appointed lawyers just to 
talk about the work they did for you. Does that sound like the legacy you wanted to leave for your boys and grand 
babies?

Councilman Ball is right to ask how anyone can trust leadership with a “looming threat of conviction” over its head. 
While you’re voting on our sewer codes and sales tax increases, the public is watching you deal with allegations of 
laundering money through your own businesses like BBES and Local Copies Etc. It’s enough to piss off the Pope, 
Steve. Even the Lompoc High School debate team has more moral clarity than the colleagues of yours who are 
making light of these felonies and calling themselves “Juror No. 1.”

Public office is a responsibility, not a right, and right now, you’re nothing but a distraction. Only the people will save 
the people, and the people are tired of the circus.

So, I’m asking: What is it going to take for you to put this city’s integrity before your own ego?

Step down. Please. 

Let Lompoc have a leader who doesn’t need a defense attorney just to roll outta bed and show up to work.

With all due respect,

.
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