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Mayor and Members of the Council,

My name is Tracy, and I’ve been a resident of Lompoc since 2016. I live in the district represented by Councilmember
Steve Bridge. There’s a reason I didn’t vote for Mr. Bridge, and recent events have only strengthened my feelings
about that decision.

I’m a member of the Lompoc Valley Democratic Club, and I met Mr. Bridge through the club before the 2024 election.
I attended a number of meetings where he was present, both in person as well as on Zoom. He was given opportunities
to speak with members, answer questions, and build relationships with local Democrats. He was a dues-paying
member and attended club gatherings alongside many of the people whose votes he was hoping to earn.

As the 2024 election grew closer, I started doing more research on our local candidates. Imagine my surprise when I
found Mr. Bridge’s Twitter account. What I saw there looked very different from the person he presented himself to be
in Democratic Club meetings. The accounts he followed and the content he shared were overwhelmingly from MAGA
Republicans, conspiracy theorists, and sources like Libs of TikTok and Project Veritas.

People run for office for all kinds of reasons. But when someone presents one version of themselves to voters while
privately promoting something very different, it raises serious questions about honesty and integrity. Voters have a
right to know who they’re really electing.

The felony charges Mr. Bridge is now facing will ultimately be decided through the legal process. But for me, the
bigger issue is trust. Looking back, I can’t help but wonder whether the disconnect I saw between his public image and
his online activity was an early warning sign. Public service depends on trust, and trust is hard to maintain when
elected officials are not fully transparent about who they are and what they believe.

Yes, of course, within our legal system, everyone is entitled to due process. Charges are not convictions. But holding
public office is not just about legal standards—it’s about ethical responsibility and maintaining the confidence of the
community.

Our city deserves leadership that not only follows the law, but also respects the trust placed in them by the people.

 

Thank you
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