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June 9, 2026 

 
Re: State Mandated Recycling Requirements 
 
Dear City of Lompoc Property Owner/Manager: 
 
You are receiving this letter because you are a business owner/manager of a commercial business located in the City 
of Lompoc. The Solid Waste Department is providing you with important information regarding the state’s 
mandatory recycling and organic waste services. Please read this letter thoroughly to confirm if there are any 
additional steps you need to take to ensure your business/property is compliant with the appropriate services and that 
you are implementing and communicating these mandates internally with staff and/or tenants. If your business is 
deemed uncompliant, you may be subject to a Notice of Violation and possible fees should the issue continues to go 
unresolved. 
 
 
Senate Bill 1383: California’s Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Strategy 
 
In 2016, former Governor Jerry Brown passed Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383), requiring cities to implement mandatory 
organic waste and recycling collection services to all residents, multi-family properties, and businesses. SB 1383 aims 
to take out organic materials (food, leaves, grass clippings, etc.) from landfills to help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, like methane. This mandatory state law requires everyone to do their part and participate in the required 
recycling and organics collection programs. Organic waste includes pre- and post-consumer food waste, green waste, 
landscape and pruning waste, non-hazardous wood waste and food-soiled paper. 
 
As of January1, 2022, all commercial properties are required to recycle their organic waste. 
 
To comply, businesses and multi-family complexes must separate their organic waste from other waste and subscribe 
to a collection program through the City of Lompoc or provide evidence of having a third-party recycling program. 
 
Edible Food Recovery 
 
In addition to commercial customers having a three-stream container system in place (trash, mixed-recycling, and 
organic waste), SB 1383 requires certain edible food generators and businesses to establish a contract with a Food 
Rescue Organization to donate the maximum amount of edible food they would otherwise dispose of. Specific 
recordkeeping requirements regarding food donations must be tracked, kept on site and provided to the City of Lompoc 
on an annual basis. SB 1383 placed mandatory donors into two tiers, outlined below. 
 

Tier 1 
 (Program due date January 1, 2022) 
- Wholesale food vendors 
- Food service providers 
- Food distributors 
- Grocery stores (more than 10,000 

sq. feet) 
 
 

                                        Tier2 
(Program due date January 1, 2024) 

- Hotels (with on-site food facility and ≥ 200 rooms) 
- State agency cafeterias (≥5,000 sq. feet or ≥250 seats) 
- Health facilities (with on-site food facility and ≥ 100 beds) 
- Local Education Agencies (with on-site food facility) 
- Large venues and events 
- Restaurants facilities (≥ 5,000 sq. feet or 250+ seats) 

For more information on additional requirements for businesses that fall under Tier 1 or Tier 2 Food Waste Generators, 
please contact our office at (805) 875-8024. 
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Assembly Bill (AB) 341 - Mandatory Commercial Recycling 
 
State Law AB 341: Mandatory Commercial Recycling requires all commercial properties that generate four (4) or 
more cubic yards of solid waste a week to also recycle non-organic materials, like metal cans, plastic containers, glass 
and clean cardboard, and paper products. Businesses may donate or make other arrangements for pick-up of the 
recyclable material; this includes back-hauling and/or self-hauling the materials to City-approved recycling facilities. 
If you choose to self-haul materials, it is required to keep reporting documents on site and submit them to the city on 
a regular basis 
 
Assembly Bill (AB) 827 - Commercial Organics and Recycling Bins 
 
Effective July 1, 2020, certain restaurants and retailers who are subject to Mandatory Commercial Recycling and 
Organics laws are now required to provide their customers with separate containers at front-of-house for food waste 
and food soiled paper, beverage containers and other recycling generated from products purchased and consumed on 
their premises. The collection containers must be visible, easily accessible to consumers and clearly marked. If your 
restaurant or business is a full-service location, in which staff disposes of waste generated by customers and busses 
tables, then no further action is required to comply. 
 
 
Available Container Sizes 
 
Our Solid Waste Division offers many different sizes to best fit your needs. 
 

Trash: 65-gal, 95-gal, 300-gal & 450-gal 
 
Recycling: 95-gal, 300-gal & 450-gal 
 
Organics: 65-gal, 95-gal, 300-gal & 450-gal 

 

 
 
What This Means for Your Business 
 
The City of Lompoc Solid Waste Employees will be doing annual site visits to ALL commercial businesses and multi-
family complexes to identify compliance. These visits will be unprompted and unscheduled to get an accurate 
reflection as to how waste is separated on-site daily. This will include a walk-through of the business (front and back 
of the house), inspection of receptacles inside, inspection of containers in enclosure, right-sizing, if applicable, 
delivery of educational material, and assistance with making modifications to current service levels.  
 
If you have any additional questions about the mandatory recycling and organic waste requirements or would like to 
add additional services to your property, please contact our Solid Waste Office at  
(805) 875-8024. 
 
 
Se puede solicitar una versión en español de esta carta. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 

City of Lompoc Solid Waste Division 

 

 


