
 

City Council Agenda Item 
 
City Council Meeting Date: July 21, 2026 
 
TO:  Dean Albro, City Manager 
 
FROM: Laurie Tamura, Contract Planner 
  L_tamura@ci.lompoc.ca.us  
 

Greg S. Stones, Planning Manager 
g_stones@ci.lompoc.ca.us 

 
SUBJECT: Public Hearing on Amendments to General Plan Circulation Element (GP 

2023-0001); Adoption of Resolution No. 6837(26) Approving the General 
Plan Circulation Element 

 
 
Recommendation:   
 
The Planning Commission recommends the City Council: 
 

1) Receive and consider the Planning Commission recommendations 
(Attachment 1); 
 

2) Hold a public hearing; and 
 
3) Adopt Resolution No. 6837(26) (Attachment 2) approving the General Plan 

Circulation Element; or 
 

4) Provide other direction. 
 
Background: 
 
On May 13, 2026, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the General Plan 
Circulation Element (Attachment 1). 
 
A General Plan is the foundation for local land use planning and provides a vision for a 
City's foreseeable planning period.  The General Plan translates the community's long-
range vision into goals, objectives, and policies for the future distribution of land uses, 
both public and private, within the City.  The City's General Plan serves as a "blueprint" 
for future growth and development.  The plan includes policies and programs designed 
to provide decision makers with a strong foundation to guide land use related decisions. 
 
The required Elements for a General Plan consist of Land Use, Circulation, Housing, 
Conservation, Open Space, Safety, Noise, and Environmental Justice.  The City also 
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adopted Optional Elements including Park and Recreation, Public Services, Urban 
Design and Economic Development. 
 
The City adopted a comprehensive General Plan Update and related Environmental 
Impact Report in 2010 through 2013, and it is referred to as the 2030 General Plan.   
 

 
 
What is the Circulation Element? 
 
The California Government Code § 65302(b)(1) describes the circulation element as 
“consisting of the general location and extent of existing and proposed major 
throughfares, transportation routes, terminals, any military airports and ports, and other 
local public utilities, and facilities all correlated with the land use element of the plan.” 
 
The Circulation Element addresses broad issues of physical mobility including how goods 
and people move about, into, out of, and within the city.  Meeting the city’s transportation 
needs is one of the most important objectives of the General Plan and is related to land 
use, community design, air quality, energy consumption, public health, and city 
infrastructure.  Moreover, circulation issues are not simply local concerns, but require 
coordination with regional, State and Federal agencies as well as local communities.  The 
City will use the goals, policies, and implementation measures to review individual 
development proposals and site assessments. 
 
Timing for Circulation Element Updates 
 
There are several triggers for requiring an update of the Circulation Element outside of 
an overall General Plan Update of all the elements.  The Element should be updated 
when either of the following events occur: 
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1. Adoption of the Federal Highway Administration Safe System Approach by 
including policies that aim to eliminate fatal and serious injuries.  (City has recently 
received funding for this study.) 
 

2. Adoption of Multimodal plans (the City adopted the Streetscape Multimodal 
Improvement Plan on July 19, 2022).  This Plan was recently reviewed by the City 
Council and amended on March 17, 2026 (Attachment 3) 

 
Discussion: 
 
The following is a general overview of the Circulation Element Update (the full element 
and attachments are in Exhibit B of the Resolution) highlighting key points and material 
to assist the City Council and the community in understanding the important circulation 
issues that are relevant in Lompoc.  
 

This Circulation Element focuses on the following topics:  
 

A. Update on State Laws; 
B. Updated Roadway Classifications; 
C. Updated Transit Information; and 
D. Updated Goals and Policies.  

 
A. New State Laws 

 
Senate Bill (SB) 743: This law changes the way traffic impacts for new projects are 
analyzed under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Previously traffic impacts 
were focused on Level of Service (LOS) at intersections and on roadways.  In most cases 
the LOS was recommended to be maintained at Level C.  With this state law change, 
traffic impacts are analyzed at “Vehicle Miles Traveled” (VMT).  The goal is to encourage 
reduction in miles traveled in order to reduce air quality impacts and fuel consumption.  
 
SB 932: This law requires that jurisdictions incorporate the principals of the Federal 
Highway Administration’s Safe System Approach.  The element has been updated with 
goals and policies for this plan.  The City has received grant funds and is preparing a Safe 
System plan to identify high injury corridors and to create an action plan to eliminate traffic 
and pedestrian fatalities.  
 

B. Updated Roadway Classifications Definitions  
 
This section updates the existing roadway definitions based on current standards.  A 
definition for “alley” has been added to this document. 
 
The bikeway definition has been changed to refer to the Bikeway Master Plan.  Refer to 
Figure CIR -3 and the attached document (Attachment 4). 
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C. Updated Transit Information   
 
The section updates the current transit system and includes the recently adopted bus 
routes that went into effect starting July 1, 2025. 
 

D. New Goals, Policies, and Programs  
 
The goals and policies have been updated, and new ones have been added based on 
state law.  The programs have been formatted to be consistent with the recently adopted 
Housing Element and Environmental Justice Element.  (Amendments to the Circulation 
Element are shown in Attachment 5.) 
 
General Plan / Zoning Consistency 

California Government Code § 65300.5 recognizes the California Legislature’s intent that 

a general plan be internally consistent, meaning that no conflicts exist among the 
elements of the general plan.  In preparing this update, staff reviewed the other elements 
to make sure that the goals, policies and measures in this Element are consistent with 
the other elements. 
 
The most important aspect of consistency among general plan elements is that policies 
and programs do not conflict but support one another to achieve the vision of the Lompoc 
General Plan. 
 
Environmental Review 

The potential environmental impacts (both direct and indirect impacts) of the General Plan 
Updates for Housing Element, Safety Element and Circulation Element are within the 
scope of the previously certified Final EIR (SCH No. 2008081032) and none of the 
conditions requiring subsequent or supplemental environmental review under CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15162 exist.  
 
Therefore, it was determined that only minor or technical changes to the previously 
certified Final EIR are necessary and that the preparation of an Addendum to the 2030 
General Plan Final EIR (attached as Exhibit A to City Council Resolution) is necessary 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15164. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
This item was City initiated and processed utilizing existing budgeted Planning Division 
staff and funds already approved for the consultant (Mintier Harnish).  No additional fiscal 
impacts occurred from the processing of the amendments. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Approving the revised Circulation Element will bring this up to date by incorporate state 
laws and local documents.  This element will also be consistent with other updated 
elements of the General Plan. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Laurie Tamura, Contract Planner 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Greg S. Stones, Planning Manager 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY MANAGER: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mario Guerrero Jr., Community Development Director 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE CITY COUNCIL: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Dean Albro, City Manager 
 
Attachments: 1) Planning Commission Resolution No. 1033(26) 
 2) Resolution No. 6837(26) with Clean Circulation Element 

 3)  Streetscape Multimodal Improvement Plan (July 19, 2022, amended 
March 17, 2026) (Available online here:  

 https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/community
-development/lompoc-streetscape-multi-modal-improvements-
project 

 4)  Bikeway Master Plan (Available online here: 
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/public-
works/pedestrian-and-bicycle-master-plan 

 5) Circulation Element (Red Lined Version, since May 2026) 
 

https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/community-development/lompoc-streetscape-multi-modal-improvements-project
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/community-development/lompoc-streetscape-multi-modal-improvements-project
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/community-development/lompoc-streetscape-multi-modal-improvements-project
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/public-works/pedestrian-and-bicycle-master-plan
https://www.cityoflompoc.com/government/departments/public-works/pedestrian-and-bicycle-master-plan

	City Council Agenda Item
	SUBJECT: Public Hearing on Amendments to General Plan Circulation Element (GP 2023-0001); Adoption of Resolution No. 6837(26) Approving the General Plan Circulation Element

