Construction Board of
Appeals

Presented by: Michael Loew, Building &
Safety Services Manager



Past Council Actions and Outreach

» On October 21, 2025, the City Council unanimously voted to create an Ad Hoc
Committee to evaluate permit processing efficiencies.

» Stakeholder Engagement:
» Four collaborative meetings with the Ad Hoc Committee.
» Developer Roundtable conducted on May 6, 2026, with approximately 12
participants.
» Targeted individual interviews with local contractors and major housing
developers.

» On July 7, 2026, the City Council Unanimously approved the Building and Safety
Division Strategic Plan:

» Objective 2.1: Formally Establish the Construction Board of Appeals (CBOA)

» Action 2.1.1: Return to Council with a formal resolution and bylaws defining
the CBOA's authority, limits, and membership qualifications as required by
the CBC. (August 2026)




Background and Context

» Protects real property rights by providing a fair, structured proceeding for
plan and code disputes. (Procedural Due Process under the14th Amendment)

» Transitioning from the City Council as the default appellate body to a
dedicated board per 2025 California Building Code Section 113.1 and Health
& Safety Code Section 17920.5.

» Process Optimization:

» Formalizes the record by documenting technical arguments and issues
written findings of fact.

» A dedicated 5-member board of local construction and safety
professionals speeds up technical reviews and avoids City Council agenda
bottlenecks.

» Holds open, transparent evening meetings subject to the Brown Act for
localized peer review




CBOA Functions

» Alternate Materials & Methods: Determine the suitability of alternate
materials and methods of construction under Lompoc Municipal Code Title
15.

» Appeals & Interpretations: Hear and decide appeals regarding decisions or
interpretations made by the Building Official, Code Official, or Fire Chief.

» Administrative Citations: Conduct hearings and administrative reviews for
contested Title 15 administrative citations.

» Housing Appeals Board: Serve as the active Housing Appeals Board under
California Health & Safety Code Sections 17920.5 and 17920.6.

Decision Transmittals: Transmit duplicate copies of all written appeal
decisions and findings directly to the City Council.

Legislative Recommendations: Recommend new legislation or code
amendments to the City Council as necessary
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Next Steps

CBOA Membership Application Process (October 2026)

City Council Board Appointments (January 2027)

Appeals Application & Fee Schedule (January 2027)
Administrative Standard Operating Procedure (January 2027)

Inaugural CBOA Meeting (April 2027)




Recommendation

» Adopt Resolution No. 6841(26), establishing a five-member
Construction Board of Appeals to serve as the local appeals
board and Housing Appeals Board under Lompoc Municipal Code
Title 15, with initial member qualifications reviewed by staff
and appointed during a regular, open session meeting by
January 2027, and directing that the Board's first meeting be
held on or before April 30, 2027




	Construction Board of Appeals
	Past Council Actions and Outreach
	Background and Context
	CBOA Functions
	Next Steps
	Recommendation

